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Exodus 20:1-17
Moses Receiving the Tablets of the Law, 1452, by Lorenzo Ghiberti, Italian, 1378-1455 
Gilded bronze, 20” x 20” 
Originally installed in the Baptistery of San Giovanni, Florence, Italy
Currently located in the Museo dell’Opera di Santa Maria del Fiore, Florence, Italy
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Michelangelo likened the gilded bronze doors of the Baptistery of San Giovanni in Florence to 
the “Gates of Paradise.” One of the defining masterpieces of the Italian Renaissance, the ten 
panels on the doors depict events from the Old Testament. Renowned for their intricate and 
detailed relief sculptures, Ghiberti worked on the panels from 1425 to 1452, and they played a 
significant role in the development of Renaissance art in Florence. 

Over the centuries the doors have withstood momentous events: vandalism, overzealous 
polishing, caustic air pollution, and the 1966 Arno River flood, which knocked five panels off the 
door frames and left another hanging loose. In 1990 the doors were removed for restoration, 
and close examination revealed that oxides on the bronze beneath the gilding were creating 
minute craters and blisters on the gold surface. Conservators used a specially developed laser 
technique to clean the gilded portions.

The Ghiberti doors are now located in the Museo dell’Opera di Santa Maria del Fiore in Flor-
ence where they are protected from the elements. A shiny replica, installed in 1990, is now at 
the Baptistery. The Museo dell’Opera di Santa Maria del Fiore is a museum dedicated to the art 
and history of the Florence Cathedral (Duomo) complex.

— Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan
Document edited and produced by Donna V. Adair

Lay members, St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Houston

Exodus 20:1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make 
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or wor-
ship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of par-
ents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love 
to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall not 
make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 
But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work — you, your 
son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery.
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 You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male 

or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Psalm 19
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In the 

heavens he has set a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its 

course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hid 

from its heat.
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise 

the simple;
the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, 

enlightening the eyes;
the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous 

altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and drip-

pings of the honeycomb.
Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults.
Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me. Then I 

shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my 

rock and my redeemer.

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? 
Where is the scribe? 
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Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 
For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stum-

bling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than hu-
man strength.

John 2:13-22
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 

people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making 
a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 

He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace!” 

His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 
The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will 

you raise it up in three days?” 
But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disci-

ples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus 
had spoken.


