
August 25, 2019

Pastor’s Message

Rev. Dr. Jeff  
McDonald

continued on page 4.

8:30, 9:45 & 11:05 am. Prayers for new beginnings and special music at all services
9:30–11:30 am. Gelato on the Plaza
9 am–1 pm. 

• Locomotion Promotion train rides on the Plaza. Meet the new Associate Pastor of 
Children’s Ministry, Rev. Kate Flint.

• New Beginnings Fair in Jones Lobby: What’s happening at St. Paul’s this fall? Find 
out ways you can get connected in our faith community by browsing ministry 
information booths. Get your copy of this Fall’s Gatherings.

11:30 am–1:30 pm. Lunch in Fondren Hall: Enjoy a come-and-go lunch of grilled hot 
dogs, burgers, veggie burgers, and a taco bar.

In Brennan Manning’s Reflections 
for Ragamuffins, he tells the story of 
being challenged by a series of ques-
tions that were asked of him:

Do you ever reflect upon the fact 
that Jesus feels proud of you? Proud 
that you accepted the faith that he 

offered you? 
Proud that you 
chose him for a 
friend and Lord? 

Is he proud that 
you haven’t given 
up? Proud that 
you believe in him 
enough to try and 
try again? Proud 
that you trust that 
he can help you?  

Do you ever think that Jesus appre-
ciates you for wanting him, for want-
ing to say no to so many things that 
would separate you from him?  

Do you think Jesus can ever be 
grateful to you for pausing to smile, 
comfort, give to one of his children 
who have such great need to see a 
smile, to feel a touch?

Do you ever think of Jesus being 
grateful to you for learning more 
about him so that you can speak to 
others more deeply and truly about 
him?  

He said, “I do not call you servants, 
but friends…”  

What an amazing way to look at our 
faith. What a great way to take a daily 
inventory on how we live our lives. 

As the long, hot days of Summer 
begin to wind down, as vacations end, 
and it is a time of new beginnings, I 
hope you continue to look for the 
ways God is calling to you to be at 
work bringing glimpses of heaven 
here on earth.

Let’s gather in one another’s homes with our neighbors, to enjoy 
a meal and spend time together. Friday, September 27. 
Sign up via www.stpaulshouston.org/gatherings.

*01: The Woodlands/Tomball host needed
02: Home of Sally & Steve Benwell
03: Home of Laura & David Morris
04: Home of Debbie & Frank Jones/ 
       co-hosted by Sarah & Chip Lane
05: Home of Sunny &  Chris Betts
*06: Westbury/Meyerland host needed
07: Urban Farm of Tommy Garcia-Pratts 
(Finca Tres Robles)
08: Home of Jennifer & Shawn West
*09: Pearland host needed
10: Home of Sarah & Michael Ragsdale
*to host, please contact Nina Hall via 
nina@stpaulshouston.org.
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Please let the church 
know of births,  

hospitalizations,  
illnesses, or other  

concerns by contacting 
Nina Hall via  

nina@stpaulshouston.
org.

St. Paul’s Family

Register for either study or any other Fall Gathering via www.
stpaulshouston.org/gatherings

Flowers. The flowers at 
the altar on August 25, 2019, 
were placed to the glory of 
God in celebration of Ann 
Gunn on her birthday by 
her son, David Gunn. 

The flowers in the 
Narthex on August 25, 2019, 
were placed to the glory 
of God in  celebration of 
Andrew Dupre on his birth-
day from his wife, Michelle 
Dupre. 

Death. Deepest sympa-
thy to Kay and Wayne Boyd 

The is the last edition of the St. Paul’s Sunday Newslet-
ter (SPSN). A new publication — St. Paul’s Monthly — will 
begin in September. 

Current plans are for publication the Thursday prior to 
the first Sunday of each month. (Construction ramifications 
could delay the first edition by a week.) As with the SPSN, 
the monthly will be printed and distributed at the church 
and also included on the website at www.stpaulshouston.org/
stpauls-newsletter and in the Chimes weekly e-letter.

The Chimes will continue much as is. Normally emailed 
around 2:30 pm Thursdays, it highlights the coming 
Sunday’s services and other activities looking ahead, usually 
with links for more information.

To ensure that you receive the Chimes and other timely 
churchwide announcements, subscribe via www.stpauls 
houston.org/stpauls-newsletter or email Donna V. Adair via 
dadair@stpsaulshouston.org.

New Monthly NewsletterFor more about the author: www.jaimeclarksoles.com/about-me.

Swabbed and Found
KPRC-TV’s Chief Mete-

orologist Frank Billingsley 
will talk at the September 12 
Primetimers meeting.

But not about the 
weather.

This will be 
about his personal 
“DNA journey 
to discover his 
birth parents,” 
which also is the 
subtitle of his 
book Swabbed & 
Found.

Born in Little Rock, he 
was adopted and raised in 
Mountain Brook, Alabama, 
with no knowledge of his 
roots.

Combining cutting-edge 
DNA tests and genealogi-

cal programs with his own 
investigative skills, he pieced 
together his family tree. Not 
unlike a mystery novel, that 
journey was full of twists, 

turns, secrets, and 
more.

After he 
shares his story, 
an AncestryDNA 
Test Kit (value 
$99) will be given 
as a door prize.

Gather at 10:30 
am in Fondren 

Hall. The free program is at 
11 am. A $10 lunch will be 
served at noon to those who 
RSVP by September 10 to 
primetimersers@stpauls 
houston.org or call Nina Hall 
at 713-527-0527.

Other Mentoring  
Opportunities

Roots of St. Paul’s Ruta-
baga After-School Program 
and MacGregor Mentors go 
back to the late 1980s. Volun-
teers continue to be blessed 
by working with them. 

For more information 
about the Rutbaga Program, 
contact Rev. Cassey Nuñez 
via cassandra@stpaulshous 
ton.org.

Orientation and training 
for MacGregor Mentors will 
be Sunday, September 8, at 
12:15 pm in Fondren Hall; 
lunch provided RSVP toBob 
Mahlstedt via Rmahlst488@
aol.com.

Special Needs 
Ministry

Does your child have 
medical, developmental, 
emotional, or learning 
differences needs for one 
hour on Sunday mornings?

Every Sunday morn-
ing Sunday School classes 
offer spiritual nurture, 
intellectual challenge, and 
a place to belong. 

To find the best fit for 
your child or volunteer, 
contact Helen Spaw via 
hspaw@stpaulshouston.
org.

on the death of Wayne’s 
sister Frances who died in 
Dallas on August 13, 2019. 
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Revive Construction Update 
As we continue the Revive project, please heed signage and safety fencing and note updates below. For other Revive 

campaign and construction information, see www.stpaulshouston.org/revive.
•  Sanctuary Building entrances and restroom designations change often. Please watch for signs.
• Scaffolding will be erected under the ceiling between the Sacistry and the stairwell, starting September 3, curtailing access 

into the Sanctuary until 3 pm weekdays. Access will be avaiable on weekends, although the scaffolding will remain.
•  New stonework is being placed at the Plaza entrance. 
• The transformer was installed. Second-floor offices are still being re-populated. Some stairwells closed for window work.
• Work on windows, mortar, and other exterior cleaning and water-damage repair is nearing completion along Binz and is 

ongoing on the Main Street side of the building.
• The Columbarium is open Wednesdays at noon, Sunday mornings, and by request to marisa@stpaulshouston.org. Access 

it via the Narthex stairwell. Other basement entry prohibited without the W.S. Bellows supervisor and full safety gear. 
• Most of the basement ceilings are in place and painted, and light fixtures are being added. 
• The receptionist remains on the 4th floor. Deliveries and mail are received in the 1st-floor Gallery. For assistance, please 

use the telephone in the Gallery to call her, as directed by signage. 

Dear friends,
My heart is overflowing with gratitude for the outpour-

ing of love and prayers, generosity, hugs and smiles, and the 
beautiful reception to celebrate my retirement from Chil-
dren’s Ministries. Special thanks to St. Paul’s children and 
“former” children for the cards, pictures, music, and shining 
faces — best gifts ever! You will continue to bring me great 
joy, and I love you forever. 

Twenty-seven summers ago, when I devi-
ated unexpectedly from a science career to 
what I thought was a temporary fill-in posi-
tion, I had no idea how much this work would 
mean to my own spiritual life. My whole 
family has been a vital part of this exhilarat-
ing journey, each offering their own excep-
tional and unique gifts in ministry within this 
supportive and encouraging congregation. St. 
Paul’s truly has been our larger family — we 
all love you dearly and thank you for our life in this church. 

What a joy it’s been to share God’s love with children 
and youth, watching them grow in this Christian commu-
nity, learning, welcoming, giving, serving, and leading —
reflecting the light of Christ in this world. I’ve learned so 
much from their open minds and open hearts! Jesus showed 
the importance of children to himself personally and for 
their place in God’s kingdom. 

Adults who immerse themselves in this work under-
stand that every minute of our time with children is vitally 
important and richly rewarding as well. I’m grateful to 
have served with our dedicated childcare staff, nurturing 
hundreds of children with each child feeling their special 
love and care. 

Profound appreciation to the hundreds of volunteers 
in children’s ministry — what an impact you 
have in the lives of our children! Thank you for 
continuing faithfulness to this ministry. 

I thank my colleagues on the church staff 
whose work helps integrate children into the 
ministry of the whole church. Indeed, we 
would not be the whole family of God without 
children involved in every aspect of our life 
together. 

I trust that God will continue to bless the 
people and the mission of our church, and we’ll 

go from strength to strength, embodying the kingdom of 
God in this place. 

It’s not necessary to say good-bye, because I will contin-
ue to pray, sing, and work alongside you in new ways. Thank 
you all from the bottom of my heart, and thanks be to God 
for the never-ending love that upholds, inspires, empowers 
and unites us. 

With gratitude, joy, and love!
Ellen 

A Love Letter from Ellen Edwards

CenterPoint trucks lined up during trans-
former installation

Three men and a hoist place stonework at 
wheelchair-accessible entrance.

Basement hallway, facing toward Fannin 
Street.
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Sunday, August 25.
Celebration/Promotion Sunday. 
See page 1 for schedule.
• 11:05 am. Me Too Healing Art 
Circle. S-300.

August 26. Monday.
Courtyard entrance to Sanctuary 
Building closed for installation of 
scaffolding. New temporary week-
day entrance on Binz Street.

Worship 
September 1, 2019

Twelfth Sunday 

after Pentecost

8:30 and 11:05 am sermon 

by Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald

Music by St. Paul’s Choir

9:45 am sermon 

by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell

Music by  

St. Paul’s Choral Scholars

Lectionary Readings 

Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81:1, 1-16 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14

Watch any of these services live 

via www.stpauls 

houston.org/live-stream

After-School Program begins.

August 27. Tuesday.
• 7:30-8:30 pm. Swift Night Out. 
Large parking lot. See below, right.

August 28. Wednesday.
• Noon. Veterans Helping Veter-
ans. J-203. (Moves back to Youth 
Center in September)
• 12:15 pm. Communion Service. 
Parlor. Homilist: Rev. Karyn Rich-
ards-Kuan.

continued from page 1

• 4 pm. Chapel Service for After-
School Program. Chapel. 
• 7 pm. St. Paul’s Choir Rehearsals 
Resume. S-131.

August 29. Thursday.
• 6 pm. Orientation for SP School 
Parents. Fondren Hall.

August 30. Friday.
• 4:30-8 pm. Orientation for After-
School Program Parents. Fondren 
Hall, Playground.

Sunday, September 1.
• 9:45 am. Choral Scholars begin 
leading worship.
• 11:05 am. Women’s Healing Art 
Circle. J-211.
Amazing Parents Amazing Kids 
and Prayers and Squares meet the 
second Sunday this month.
• 5 pm. Fe y Esperanza worship 
service. Chapel.

Church offices and  
facilities will be closed 

Monday, September 2, in 
recognition of Labor Day.

Swift Night Out August 27
St. Paul’s tall chimney is a habitat for chimney swifts, 

unique birds that spend all day in the air, eating mosquitoes 
and other small flying insects. As they continue their fall 
migration to South America, watch hundreds of them soar 
overhead and count them as 
they swoop into the chim-
ney to roost for the night.

This free, family-
friendly event is a great 
way to meet other bird 
enthusiasts and help the 
Houston Audubon Society 
keep record of the total 
count. In a city-wide Hous-
ton Audubon count in early August, a total of 353 chimney 
swifts were counted at St. Paul’s — the second-most in 
the area. For counting tips, see www.stpaulshouston.org/
events/2019/8/27/swift-night-out.

The “Shifts Show” should begin around 7:30 pm. Meet 
in the parking lot at Fannin and Binz (1131 Binz Street) a 
bit before that to get settled in with your lawn chair, water, 
and mosquito repellent. Binoculars are optional  since the 
birds are visible to the naked eye.

Questions? Donna V. Adair via dadair@stpaulshouston.org.

Use St. Paul’s app to register 
your attendance at worship. 
If you can’t be here in per-
son, use it to livestream the 
service. To download the 
app on your mobile device, 
send a text to the number 
77977 with stpaulshouston 
app as your message. You’ll 
receive a text back with a 
link to download the app. 
The app also is available via 
the App Store and Google 
Play.

See you in worship!
Yet the Lord longs to be 

gracious to you;
he rises to show you 

compassion.
For the Lord is a God of 

justice.
Blessed are all who wait 

for him!
— Isaiah 30:18

Peace,
Jeff

Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald, 
Senior Pastor

Available in print August 25 in the pews and at the New Begin-
nings Fair in the Jones Lobby. Online now.


