
August 18, 2019

Pastor’s Message

Rev. Dr. Jeff  
McDonald

continued on page 4.

8:30, 9:45 & 11:05 am. Prayers for new beginnings and special music at all services
9:30–11:30 am. Gelato on the Plaza
9 am–1 pm. 

• Locomotion Promotion train rides on the Plaza
• New Beginnings Fair in Jones Lobby: What’s happening at St. Paul’s this fall? Find 

out ways you can get connected in our faith community by browsing ministry 
information booths. Get your copy of this Fall’s Gatherings.

11:30 am–1:30 pm. Lunch in Fondren Hall: Enjoy a come-and-go lunch of grilled hot 
dogs, burgers, veggie burgers, and a taco bar.

The whole congregation -- especially children and their families -- are invited to cel-
ebrate Ellen Edwards’ 26 years of (official) service to St. Paul’s. A kid-friendly lunch will 
be served, and opportunities to write a thank you card and/or give a love offering will 
be provided. Enjoy special music by St. Paul’s Children’s Choirs led by Anna Teagarden. 

EAC’s Back to School Essentials: New Socks and Underwear
As you do your back-to-school shopping, please pick up some  

extra new socks and underwear for our EAC families. 

All children’s sizes are needed 
to help them get ready for the new school year.

Adult sizes are appreciated, too! 
Collection bins will be on the Plaza and at church entrances on Sunday.

“We give thanks for all that God has 
already given you and we welcome 
you in Christian love.

“As members together with you in 
the body of Christ and in this congre-
gation of The United Methodist 
Church, we renew our covenant to 
participate faithfully in the ministries 

of the church by 
our prayers, our 
presence, our 
gifts, our service, 
and our witness, 
that in everything 
God may be 
glorified through 
Jesus Christ.“

Do those words 
sound familiar to 
you? 

They are from the liturgy when we 
receive new members into the life and 
community of St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church. I wanted to write 
to you about this covenant because I 
have made a change in the way we 
receive new members here. While we 
don’t invite people to join every 
Sunday, St. Paul’s continues to be the 
open, welcoming, and affirming 
church that it has always been. 

My reason for this is found in the 
word “covenant.” A covenant is a 
formal and binding agreement. The 
dictionary says that it is a promise for 
the performance of some action or 
deed. In biblical terms, if people 
accept and keep the terms of the 
covenant they will be blessed. For you 
and I that promise is to participate 
fully in the ministries of this church by 
our prayers, presence, gifts, service 
and witness. 

Because it is like a vow or promise, 
it is something we take seriously. I 
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Please let the church 

know of births,  

hospitalizations,  

illnesses, or other  

concerns by contacting 

Nina Hall via  

nina@stpaulshouston.

org.

St. Paul’s Family

Use St. Paul’s app to register 
your attendance at worship. 
If you can’t be here in per-
son, use it to livestream the 
service. To download the 
app on your mobile device, 
send a text to the number 
77977 with stpaulshouston 
app as your message. You’ll 
receive a text back with a 
link to download the app. 
The app also is available via 
the App Store and Google 
Play.

Birth. Congratulations to Kathrine and 
Chris Wadley on the birth of their  son, who 
was born July 30, 2019.

Flowers. The flowers at the altar on 
August 18, 2019, were placed to the glory 
of God in memory of Robert H. Dix by his 
wife, Mary Dix. 

The flowers in the Narthex on August 
18, 2019, were placed to the glory of God 
in loving appreciation for the choir and 
congregation by Larry Walters as he cele-

brates 40 years at St. Paul’s. 
Deaths. Deepest sympathy to Susan and 

Isabella Ferrer, whose father and grandfa-
ther died on August 4 in Baltimore, MD. 

Deepest sympathy to the family of Doug-
las Kingsbury, who died August 5, 2019.  

Deepest sympathy to Michelle Rogers 
and her adult children, Sam, Sara, and 
Morgan, on the death of her husband and 
their father, David Rogers, who died August 
10, 2019.

Welcome Rev. Kate Flint and Joel Trekell
Rev. Kate Flint has been 

named St. Paul’s new Direc-
tor of Children’s Ministry, 
and Joel Trekell has joined 
the music department as an 
Organ Scholar. 
Rev. Kate Flint

A commissioned 
Deacon in 
The United 
Method-
ist Church, 
Rev. Flint 
begin here on 
September 1. 
She has been 
Director of 
Children’s 
Ministries at Christ UMC in 
Sugar Land for the past five 
years.

Her undergraduate 
degree from Texas A&M is 
in education with a minor 

in theatre arts. She earned 
a Master of Arts in minis-
try from Perkins School of 
Theology at SMU. 

Kate is passionate about 
the discipleship of children 
in the larger church family 
as together we raise life-

time learners who will 
continue to grow in 
their love and knowl-
edge of God.

She and her attorney 
husband Justin 
Flint are foster 
parents to two 
little boys. 
Joel Trekell
While an Organ 

Scholar here, Trekell 
will be working on 
a Master of Music 
in Sacred Music at 
the University of 

Communications, 
Publications Changes

Kelsey Johnson, the 
Director of Communica-
tions for the past three 
years, has resigned to  
devote her time to complet-
ing her Master of Arts 
degree and to her family.

In her quiet, efficient 
manner, she appreciably 
expanded the scope of St. 
Paul’s communications 
offerings and its quality 
while she was here. 

Her responsibilities have 
been distributed among 
others on the staff. As has 
previously been announced, 
the former Director of 
Communications Donna 
Adair will begin work-
ing part-time in October, 
continuing as Editor and 
Director of Special Projects.

The last edition of the 
St. Paul’s Sunday Newsletter 
will be published August 25. 
A new monthly publication 
will begin in September. The 
Chimes weekly e-letter will 
continue as is. To ensure 
that you receive timely 
churchwide announcements, 
subscribe to the Chimes via 
www.stpaulshouston.org/
stpauls-newsletter.

Houston’s Moores School of 
Music.

While studying for 
his bachelor’s degree from 
Westminster Choir College 
in Princeton, NJ, he also 
was an Organ Scholar at 
Trinity Church, Princeton, 
and Director of Music at the 
Episcopal Church at Princ-
eton University. 

And he has been an 
Organ Scholar at Hereford 

Cathedral in the 
UK during which 
time he also played 
recitals at other 
cathedrals. Most 
recently he was 
Interim Associ-
ate Organist and 
Choirmaster at 
Peachtree Road 
UMC in Atlanta.

Register for either study or any other Fall Gathering via www.
stpaulshouston.org/gatherings
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Revive Construction Update 
As we continue the Revive project, please heed signage and safety fencing and note updates below. For other Revive 

campaign and construction information, see www.stpaulshouston.org/revive.
•  Enter the Sanctuary Building via the Fannin Street Courtyard. On Sundays a temporary ramp from Main into the Narthex 

provides an additional entry point for the disabled. Wednesday Communion is in the Parlor, accessible via the Courtyard. 
• The Columbarium is open Wednesdays at noon, Sunday mornings, and by request to marisa@stpaulshouston.org. Access 

it via the Narthex stairwell. Other basement entry prohibited without the W.S. Bellows supervisor and full safety gear. 
•  The first-floor men’s and Narthex restrooms are available for use. Women may use those designated for them. Occasion-

ally, restroom usage may be re-designated; watch for signage.
• Second-floor offices vacated for construction are being re-populated by Children’s and Youth Ministries. (Photo left)
• The Sanctuary Building is scheduled to be closed at noon Monday, August 19, for installation of the new transformer.
• Most of the ceilings in the basement are in place and painted, and light fixtures are being added. (Photo center)
• Work on windows, mortar, and other exterior cleaning and water-damage repair is nearing completion along Binz and is 

ongoing on the Main Street side of the tower and adjacent walls, facing the Labyrinth. (Photo right)
• The receptionist remains on the 4th floor. Deliveries and mail are received in the 1st-floor Gallery. For assistance, please 

use the telephone in the Gallery to call her, as directed by signage. 

The Choral Scholars for 2019-20 have begun rehearsals 
and observing St. Paul’s worship services. Under the direc-
tion of Eddie Quaid, they will begin leading the 9 :45 am 
worship service starting September 1. 

Created in 2005 to give advanced high school singers an 
opportunity to lead worship services by presenting the finest 
in sacred choral music, “this choir is unique to our church,” 
said Quaid. “They are committed to the best.”

Selected after a rigorous audition process, this year’s 
choir members represent 11 schools in nine school districts. 
Seventeen of the 34 choir members are returning, two of 
them — Maddie Bender and  Brooke Humlicek, both from 
Friendswood HS — for the third year. Two of this year’s 
scholars are St. Paul’s members — Owen Anderson and 
Audrey Tollett. Following is a list of this year’s Choral Schol-
ars, organized by districts and school. Returning vocalists 
are indicated with an asterisk (*).

Cypress Fairbanks ISD. Cypress Creek HS: *Emily Pace; 
Cypress Falls HS: *Ethan Duong, Lindsey Ford, Elizabeth 
Gutierrez, Blake Le Blanc, *Ben Mera, *Mindy Phan, 
Dez’mon Scott; Cypress Lakes HS: Ariana Bonilla, Franches-
ka Lugo, Christian Martin, Adrian Sierra.

Friendswood ISD. Friendswood HS: *Maddie Bender, 
*Brooke Humlicek, *Kaylee Mathews.

Choral Scholars for 2019-20 Begin Leading 9:45 Service September 1
Galena Park ISD. Galena Park HS: *Ariadne Lopez, *Julie 

Moreno, Elijah Rivera, *Alexandra Saldana; North Shore 
Senior HS: Nicholas Cantu, *Megan Hoffman, Morgan Hoff-
man, *Ivan Moreno. 

Houston ISD. Kinder HSPVA: *Joshua Garvin, Samantha 
Pape, Christine Rong, *Asha Thekdi, Audrey Tollett.

Humble ISD. Kingwood HS: Isaac Recio and Jude Watt.
Magnolia ISD. Magnolia HS: *Taylor Frick, Carlin Holton.
Montgomery ISD. Montgomery HS: *Claire Orr.
Pearland ISD. Dawson HS: *Owen Anderson.
The Choral Scholars also will sing at a Holly Hall Retire-

ment Community worship service on October 27 and present 
an Emergency Aid Coalition benefit concert November 17.



Pastor’s Message

Sunday, August 18, to Sunday, August 25

St. Paul’s Sunday Newsletter • August 18, 2019 • Page 4 • St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Houston • 713-528-0527 • www.stpaulshouston.org

Sunday, August 18.
Bring children’s new socks and 
undies to church for EAC clients. 
Bins on the Plaza and at church 
entrances.
• 9:45 and 11:05 am. (choose one 
time) Exploring St. Paul’s. Parlor. 
• 11:05 am. Divorce Care Healing 
Art Circle. S-300.
• 12:15 pm. Retirement reception 
for Ellen Edwards, Director of Chil-
dren’s Ministries. Fondren Hall.
• 12:15 pm. Holy Land Pilgrimage 
Planning Meeting. J-204.
• 4-7 pm. Youth Back-to-School 
Bash. Kick off the new school year 
with a cook-out and swimming. For 
incoming 6th-12th-graders.Ques-
tions? tiffin@stpaulshouston.org.

August 19. Monday.

Worship 
August 25, 2019
Eleventh Sunday 
after Pentecost

8:30 and 11:05 am sermon 
by Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald

9:45 am sermon  
by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell

Sung by St. Paul’s Choir  
at all three services 

with fanfare trumpets
O Clap your Hands 

– Ralph Vaughan Williams
Author of Life Divine 

 – Gerald Near (9.45 only)
Congregational Hymns  

731, 417, 132
Lectionary Readings 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 

Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17

Watch any of these services live 
via www.stpauls 

houston.org/live-stream

Fall Fine Arts Academy registra-
tion begins: www.stpaulshouston.
org/fine-arts-academy

August 20. Tuesday.
• 7-8:30 pm. Discuss Where the 
Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 
with Chapter One Book Group. 
J-203. .

August 21. Wednesday.
• 12:15 pm. Communion Service. 
Parlor. Homilist: Rev. Dr. Bill Kerley.
• 6-8:30 pm. Healing Circle for 
Grief and Loss. 1100 Milford. Ques-
tions? kat@stpaulshouston.org

August 22. Thursday.
• Noon-1 pm. MacGregor 
Teacher Appreciation Lunch. 
4801 LaBranch. To help: ataylor@
stpaulshouston.org.
• 6:30-9:30 pm. ProjectCURATE: 

continued from page 1

A People’s History of Houston. 
MFAH. See below or www. 
projectcurate.org. 

August 23. Friday.
• 6-10:30 pm. Kids Night Out. JB 
& Playground. RSVP required to 
childcare@stpaulshouston.org.

August 24. Saturday.
• 9:30-11 am. Her|Meneutics. 
Off site. For location: krichards-
kuan@stpaulshouston.org.

Sunday, August 25.
Celebration/Promotion Sunday. 
See page 1 for schedule.

Gather for dinner and fellowship with St. Paul’s friends at 
homes in the Houston area. RSVP to attend at a location near 
you via www.stpaulshouston.org/fellowship-friday. If you have 
a welcoming home or entertainment space, sign-up to host 
this potluck event for your neighborhood by contacting nina@
stpaulshouston.org.

want people to completely understand the covenant they 
are making when they become a member of this church. 
Before any of the pastors here officiates a wedding, we sit 
down with the couple and talk about the vows and what 
they mean. It is the same spirit in which we talk about the 
covenant of church membership.

I want people to understand what baptism and commu-
nion mean here at St. Paul’s. I want them to understand 
what it means to be in a connectional church. I want them 
to understand what it means to be a people saved by God’s 
grace in a community that loves all God’s children.

 They need to know our Mission, that “St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church centers itself around vibrant worship 
that moves us to Christian mission, hospitality, and faith 
formation for all peoples and communities.”  And that our 
vision is “To be a cathedral for Houston that embodies 
diversity, inspires faith, and leads change for the common 
good of all peoples and communities.”

Each Sunday one of the pastors will say something like 
“if you are interested in becoming a member here, come 
talk to us.” We’ll talk to them about our next New Member 
Connection Class. This is not a requirement for member-
ship but rather a chance for people to get to know the 
pastors and all that St. Paul’s United Methodist Church has 
to offer. 

Our next New Member Connection is on Sunday, 
September 15, from 12:15 to 2:00 pm. You can RSVP with 
Nina Hall via nina@stpaulshouston.org. 

Peace,
Jeff

Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald, Senior Pastor

 Through ProjectCURATE, engage with some of the 
city’s most stalwart elders, disrupters, and thought-leaders 
in an effort to unearth and reclaim Houston’s rich history 
of social activism. Together, get to the heart of the ethical 
and political commitments of our city’s social justice move-
ments. 

The series kicks off on Thursday, August 22, at 6:30 pm 
with a lecture at The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston by 
Maco Faniel, MA, local historian and author of Hip Hop in 
Houston. His topic: Houston’s Social Movements History.

For more about this series and to register: www.project 
curate.ticketspice.com/peoples-history-of-houston

mailto:nina@stpaulshouston.org

