
August 4 & 11, 2019

Pastor’s Message

Rev. Dr. Jeff  
McDonald

Lay School of Theology Presents Wisdom, Virtues
Houston Lay School of Theology at St. Paul’s expands to two days with a free 

lecture Friday, August 16, at 7:30 pm: Advice We Wish We’d Taken! The Proverbial 
Wisdom of the Bible and a fee-paid lecture from 9 am to 3:30 pm Saturday, August 
17: Wise Up! Four Biblical Virtues for Navigating Life.

Both by Dr. Alyce M. McKenzie of Perkins School of Theology.
For registration, fees, and Dr. McKenzie’s background: www.smu.edu/HLS 

August2019

8:30, 9:45 & 11:05 am. Prayers for new beginnings and special music at all services
9:30–11:30 am. Gelato on the Plaza
9 am–1 pm. 

• Locomotion Promotion train rides on the Plaza
• New Beginnings Fair in Jones Lobby: What’s happening at St. Paul’s this fall? Find 

out ways you can get connected in our faith community by browsing ministry 
information booths.

11:30 am–1:30 pm. Lunch in Fondren Hall: Enjoy a come-and-go lunch of grilled hot 
dogs, burgers, veggie burgers, and a taco bar.

The hot and busy summer is com-
ing to a close, time to get ready for a 
busy fall. We have had a great sum-
mer here at the church filled with 
camps, mission trips, Vacation Bible 
School, trips, and great worship 
together.

Recently, I read Have A Little Faith 
by Mitch Albom, 
and he told a story 
that reminded me 
of the hard work 
we have all been 
doing.

The Reb once 
gave a sermon in 
which heaven and 
hell were shown 
to a man. In hell, 
people sat around 

a banquet table, full of exquisite 
meats and delicacies. But their arms 
were locked in front of them, unable 
to partake for eternity.

“This is terrible,” the man said. 
“Show me heaven.”

He was taken to another room, 
which looked remarkably the same. 
Another banquet table, more meats 
and delicacies. The souls there also 
had their arms out in front of them. 

The difference was, they were 
feeding each other.

In Luke 17 Jesus tells his disciples 
that the Kingdom of Heaven is among 
you. That is the way a church should 
look — feeding each other, taking care 
of each other, standing up for others. 
When that happens, we’ve come 
close to heaven!

I hope that you have been on the 
lookout for glimpses of heaven among 
us. See you in worship.

Peace,
Jeff

Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald, Senior Pastor

The whole congregation -- especially children and their families -- are invited to cel-
ebrate Ellen Edwards’ 26 years of (official) service to St. Paul’s. A kid-friendly lunch will 
be served, and opportunities to write a thank you card and/or give a love offering will 
be provided. Enjoy special music by St. Paul’s Children’s Choirs led by Anna Teagarden. 
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St. Paul’s Family

Subscribe to the Chimes weekly e-letter via www.
stpaulshouston.org/stpauls-newsletter to ensure 

that you receive churchwide announcements.

Birth. Congratula-
tions to Amanda and Rev. 
Andrew Wolfe on the birth 
of their son, Warren Thomas 
Wolfe, who was born July 
19, 2019.

Baptism. Jessica Llagos-
tera and Alex Llagostera 
presented their son, Carson 
James Llagostera, born April 
29, 2019, for the Sacrament 
of Baptism on August 11, 
2019.

Flowers. The flowers at 
the altar on August 4, 2019, 
were placed to the glory of 
God in celebration of the 

60th wedding anniversary of 
Leta and Stanley Roper.

The flowers at the altar 
on August 11, 2019, were 
placed to the glory of God 
in celebration of Ellen 
Edwards in recognition of 
her many years of service to 
St. Paul’s.

Death. Deepest sympa-
thy to Monique Alvarez on 
the death of her husband, 
Mike Alvarez, on July 20, 
2019, in California. She is 
the daughter of Jeanette and 
Joe Gradney and the sister 
of Joseph Richard.

Grants Awarded to Three  
St. Paul’s Ministries 

Three of St. Paul’s ministries — Youth, projectCURATE, 
and East End Missional Community — recently have been 
awarded grants for their work here and beyond.
St. Paul’s Youth Department

St. Paul’s Youth Department has been selected as one 
of five churches in Texas accepted into Innovation Lab, a 
new program created by The Center for Youth Ministry 
Training. This grant supports the faith formation of young 
people through designing and testing contextual models 
of ministry. Youth directors and their teams will spend 18 
months walking through a Theological Innovation Process 
and prototyping  their ideas for youth ministry in  their local 
c ongregations. Seed money ($6,000) is available for congre-
gations to implement their ideas. St. Paul’s has invited nine 
people to be on our team, including staff, parents, and 
youth. The program kicks off on September 27 with a Brain 
Trust Retreat in Austin. For more details, contact Tiffin 
Wilsford via twilsford@stpaulshouston.org.  
projectCURATE

projectCURATE received grants this summer from the 
Lilly Foundation and the Louisville Institute. These grants 
will allow St. Paul’s mission as a “cathedral for the city” to 
continue to build networks of relationships in diverse areas 
of the city. St. Paul’s will be working alongside a number 
of other local congregations to explore how the church 
can engage and collaborate with grassroots movements 
that advocate for ethnic minorities and members of the 
LGBTQ+ community. For more details, contact Rev. Dr. 
Matthew Russell via mrussell@stpaulshouston.org.  
East End Missional Community 

A $5,000 grant from the City of Houston’s Fair Housing 
Ambassadors will allow the East End Missional Community 
to expand fair, affordable, and equitable housing advocacy 
in the East End. Over the next few months St. Paul’s will 
host community meetings, canvass the neighborhood, and 
invite our neighbors to join the work. If you are interested 
in canvassing with East End neighbors, email Rev. Paul 
Richards-Kuan via prichards-kuan@stpaulshouston.org. 

As you do your back-to-school shopping, please pick up some 
extra new socks and underwear for our EAC families. 

All children’s sizes are needed 
to help them get ready for the new school year.

Adult sizes are appreciated, too! 
Collection bins will be  

in the Narthex and Jones Building.

EAC’s Back to School Essentials:  
New Socks and Underwear

Sunday, August 18

Know Your Rights:  
Immigration Workshop for Citizens & Allies

Thursday, August 15, at 6 pm.
Magnolia Multi-Srvice Center, 7037 Capitol 77011
RSVP: eastendcollaborative.com/knowyourrights

mailto:twilsford@stpaulshouston.org
mailto:mrussell@stpaulshouston.org
mailto:prichards-kuan@stpaulshouston.org
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Revive Construction Update 
As we continue the Revive project, please heed signage and safety fencing and note updates below. For other Revive 

campaign and construction information, see www.stpaulshouston.org/revive.
•  Enter the Sanctuary Building via the Fannin Street Courtyard. On Sundays a temporary ramp from Main into the Narthex 

provides an additional entry point for the disabled. Wednesday Communion is in the Parlor, accessible via the Courtyard. 
• The Columbarium is open Wednesdays at noon, Sunday mornings, and by request to marisa@stpaulshouston.org. Access 

it via the Narthex stairwell. Other basement entry prohibited without the W.S. Bellows supervisor and full safety gear. 
• Work on windows, mortar, and other exterior cleaning and water-damage repair is nearing completion along Binz and 

has begun on the Main Street side of the tower and adjacent wall, facing the Labyrinth. See photos left and center.
• New ceiling light installation and the furr down covering the AC piping through the East side of the 2nd floor are 

complete, and new drywall installation and painting are nearing completion. The Children and Youth staff should move 
back soon; signage at their 2nd-floor doors directs to their temporary offices.

• The men’s restrooms, except Narthex, remain closed for accessibility expansion. Men may use the Narthex restroom, the 
2nd-floor women’s restroom, or the Jones Building men’s restrooms. 

• The receptionist remains on the 4th floor. Deliveries and mail are received in the 1st-floor Gallery. For assistance, please 
use the telephone in the Gallery to call her, as directed by signage. 

Window re-installation Water damage around Parlor window Sanding ceiling, East side of 2nd floor 

VBS 2019: To Mars and Beyond! Exploring where God’s Power Can Take You
Thanks to the families who shared their 

children and the amazing volunteers who 
made Vacation Bible School 2019 possible. 

The children learned new songs and 
watched Bible story dramatizations during 
assemblies. 

Through “Out of this World” adven-
tures, they learned how God is able to go 
far beyond all that we could ask or imagine 
by his power at work within us (Ephesians 
3:20). They “made” volcanoes and rockets, 
NASA geologists taught them about Mars, 
and some “visited” the moon. They also 
made new friends while renewing old 
friendships, and some made their very 
own “space aliens,” wind-up robots, and 
other creative crafts.

At the mission station they made health 
& hygiene kits, including bandages, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, and soap, for EAC cli-
ents and collected money for Luz de Vida 
Church in Cochabamba, Bolivia, to buy 
children’s vitamins and medical supplies. 

To see more VBS pictures, please go to 
www.stpaulshouston.org/media-center.



Sunday, August 4, to Sunday, August 18
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Sunday, August 4.
Bring children’s new socks and 
undies to church for EAC clients.
• 8:15-noon. Children’s Choirs 
registration. JB Lobby. or via www.
stpaulshouston.org/childrens 
choirs
• 9:45 am. “Justice for our Neigh-
bors (JFON) Work with the Immi-
grant Community” by JFON Hous-
ton Executive Director Manne 
Favor. Fondren Hall.
• 11:05 am. Women’s Healing Art 
Circle. S-300. Questions? hspaw@
stpaulshouston.org.
• 12:15 pm. Amazing Parents 
Amazing Kids (APAK). J-204. 
• 12:15 pm. Innovation Lab Meet-
ing. Youth Center.
• 1 pm. Prayers & Squares. A-101.
• 5 pm. Fe y Esperanza Worship  
Service in Spanish. Chapel.

August 5. Monday.
• 6:30 pm. SPRC.  S-301.

August 7. Wednesday.
• Noon. Veterans Helping Veter-
ans. J-203.
• 12:15 pm. Holy Communion. 

Worship 
August 11, 2019

Ninth Sunday 
after Pentecost

8:30 and 11:05 am sermon 
by Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald

9:45 am sermon  
by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell

Sung by St. Paul’s Choir  
Ensemble 8:30 and 9:45,  
by St. Paul’s Choir 11:05

God be in my Head  
– Andrew Carter

Tantum ergo – Maurice Duruflé 
(9.45am only)

Congregational Hymns  
139, 463, 577

Lectionary Readings 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40

Watch any of these services live 
via www.stpauls 

houston.org/live-stream

Worship 
August 18, 2019

Tenth Sunday  
after Pentecost

8:30 and 11:05 am sermon 
by Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald

9:45 am sermon 
by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell

Sung by St. Paul’s Choir  
Ensemble (8:30 and 9:45) and 

St. Paul’s Choir (11:05)
Exultate Deo  

–  Alessandro Scarlatti
Benedictus 

 – Franz Joseph Haydn  
(solo, Susie Vanlandingham)

Congregational Hymns 
108, 541, 178  

Lectionary Readings 
Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56

Parlor. Homilist: Rev. Nataly  
Negrete.
• 6-8:30 pm. Grief and Loss Heal-
ing Circle. 1100 Milford. Ques-
tions? kat@stpaulshouston.org

August 8. Thursday.
• 10 am. Open Studio Healing Art 
Circle. S-300.
• 11 am-1 pm. Choral Scholars 
Alumni Lunch. Fellers Room (S-312).

August 10. Saturday.
• 9:30-11 am. Her|Meneutics. 
Youth Center. 
• 10 am-2 pm. Choral Scholars 
Orientation. S-131.

Sunday, August 11.
• 8:15-noon. Children’s Choirs reg-
istration. JB Lobby.
• 12:15 pm. Church Council.  
Fellers Room (S-312).

August 14. Wednesday.
• 12:15 pm. Holy Communion. 
Parlor. Homilist: Rev. Cassy Nunez.

August 15. Thursday.
• 6 p m. Know Your Rights: An Im-
migration Workshop for Citizens 
and Allies. Magnolia Multi-Sevice 

Center, 7037 Capitol. RSVP: www.
eastendcollaborative.com/know 
yourrights.

August 16. Friday.
• 7:30 to 9 p.m. “Advice We Wish 
We’d Taken! The Proverbial Wis-
dom of the Bible,” a free Perkins 
Houston Lay School of Theology 
lecture by Dr. Alyce McKenzie. See 
page 1.
August 17. Saturday.
• 9 am-3:30 pm. “Wise Up! Four 
Biblical Virtues for Navigating 
Life,” a fee-paid Perkins Houston 
Lay School of Theology lecture by 
Dr. Alyce McKenzie. See page 1.

Sunday, August 18.
• 9:45 and 11:05 am. (choose 
one time) Exploring St. Paul’s, for 
guests to learn more about our 
church. Parlor. 
• 11:05 am. Divorce Care Healing 
Art Circle. S-300.
• 12:15 pm. Retirement reception 
for Ellen Edwards, Director of Chil-
dren’s Ministries. Fondren Hall.
• 12:15 pm. Healing Circle Art 
Show Reception. S-300.
• 12:15 pm Holy Land Pilgrimage 
Planning Meeting. J-204.
• 4-7 pm. Youth Back-to-School 
Bash. Kick off the new school year 
with a cook-out and swimming For 
incoming 6th-12th-graders.

Connect with the people of St. 
Paul’s in your own neighbor-
hood at Fall Fellowship Friday. 
September 27, at 6:30 pm 
throughout Greater Houston. 
Host homes needed for these 
areas: The Woodlands/Tom-
ball/North Houston, West-
bury/Meyerland, East End, 
Pearland. To host, contact Nina 
Hall: nina@stpaulshouston.
org or 713-528-0527. To RSVP: 
www.stpaulshouston.org/
fellowship-friday

Established in 2014 as a ministry of St. Paul’s, project-
CURATE continues to respond to God’s desire for a more 
humane world. Working with church, academic, and 

community partners, project-
CURATE supports robust 
engagement on issues related 
to race, equity, and social 
justice. 

This fall, you’re invited to 
a new monthly speaker series called A People’s History of 
Houston. 

Join us as we engage with some of the city’s most stal-
wart elders, disrupters, and thought-leaders in an effort 
to unearth and reclaim Houston’s rich history of social 
activism. Together, we will get to the heart of the ethical 
and political commitments of our city’s social justice move-
ments. 

The series will kick off on Thursday, August 22, at 6:30 
pm with a lecture at The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, by 
Maco Faniel, MA, local historian and author of Hip Hop in 
Houston. His topic: “Houston’s Social Movements History.”

More information, including other dates, locations, 
speakers, and registration: www.projectcurate.org.

projectCURATE Speaker Series:  
A People’s History of Houston


