
Pentecost
May 20, 2018, at 8:30 and 11:05 am

Pentecost, from the Greek for “fiftieth,” is the fiftieth and final day of the Easter season. On 
this day we celebrate the fulfillment of God’s promises in Jesus Christ through the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to the first disciples.  The gift of languages enabled the followers of Christ 
to proclaim the good news of God’s kingdom to all nations, giving birth to the church as 
the body of Christ in the world.

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY       ““Veni Creator Spiritus”  Nicolas de Grigny

GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

You that sleep, awake, rise from the dead. Alleluia!
Christ our light will shine upon us. Alleluia!

Christ has gone up on high. Alleluia!
He has ascended to the heights of heaven. Alleluia!

The Spirit of the Lord fills the whole universe. Alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord brings mighty things to pass. Alleluia!

FIRST LESSON Acts 2:1-8, 12-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

(The congregation reads the following in various languages - see insert.)
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 

And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, 
in our own native language?” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

(The reading in multiple languages concludes.)
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men 

of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what 
I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those 
days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents 
in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of 
the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully 
in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY       “Fantasia on ‘Komm, heiliger Geist,’”   Johann Sebastian Bach
 BWV 651

  Lay Readers
David DiMarcello (8:30 am) and Mark Hagar (11:05 am)

New Members
We welcome Christina and Dyver Seal with their daughters Margo and Natalie into 

the St. Paul’s family.

Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God in celebration of the 36th 

wedding anniversary of Marcia and Tom Faschingbauer.

  Today at St. Paul’s
Today is Commitment Sunday! We invite you to turn in your Revive campaign pledge 

cards in any of our three worship services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:05 am. We’ll have a 
festive, come-and-go celebration on Jones Plaza from 9:15 am to 1 pm. Feel free to 
linger before or after worship to pick up a commemorative gift and grab a bite to 
eat. The Joyful Noise children’s choir will perform at 10:45 am.

Mission in Motion youth participate in a Kids Triathlon at Typhoon Texas Water Park, 
Katy.  Donations will go toward an array of summer youth missions and RSCM 
(Royal School of Church Music) Gulf Coast Course. 

GROW (2nd-5th grades), 9:45 am in the Jones Building basement. The theme for 
May is Honesty: Choosing to be truthful in whatever you do.

Exploring St. Paul’s, 9:45 or 11:05 am in the Parlor (choose at time). Visitors and new 
members are invited to come find out ways to connect, serve, worship, and learn 
in the St. Paul’s community.

Pentecost Evensong, 4 pm, sung by the St. Paul’s Choir with music by Herbert Howells, 
Stephen Caracciolo, and Bernard Rose.

Al-Anon, Sundays at 6 pm in S-109.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
Al-Anon Brown Bag Lunch, Mondays at noon in S-109. 
Foundation Annual Banquet, Monday, May 21, 6:30 pm in Fondren Hall, with guest 

vocalists Emily Wolfe and Keaton Brown. RSVP at www.stpaulshouston.org/events. $15.
Calumet Friends (Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting), Mondays at 7 pm in J-203.

Divorce Care Healing Art Circle, Tuesdays, at 11:30 am in the Open Heart Studio, 
S-300. Childcare available.

Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast with Rev. Tommy Williams, Wednesdays 

at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.
Al-Anon, Wednesdays at noon in S-105.
Veterans Helping Veterans, Wednesdays at noon in Youth Center. Lunch is provided 

following a time of connection and healing.  
Holy Communion, Wednesdays at 12:15 pm in the Chapel.    
Author Michael Ondaatje, Wednesday, May 23 at 7 pm in the Sanctuary. Mr. Ondaatje 

will present his latest book, “Warlight.” www.brazosbookstore.com/event
Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson
Sexual Assault/Abuse Healing Art Circle, Thursday, May 24, at 10 am in the Open 

Heart Studio, S-300. (Meets 2nd and 4th Thursdays)

  Upcoming 
Mission in Motion youth and adults participate in the Silverlake Memorial Triathlon 

on May 27.  Donations will go toward an array of summer youth missions and RSCM 
(Royal School of Church Music) Gulf Coast Course. 

St. Paul’s Children’s Choirs Sing for the Opening Worship Service for the Texas 
Annual Conference, Sunday, May 27, at 7 pm at The Woodlands UMC. Special 
rehearsals will take place on Sundays, May 20 and 27. Please email Anna Teagarden 
(annateagarden@msn.com) if your child plans to sing with the choir.

Church Offices Closed Monday, May 28, in recognition of Memorial Day. For emer-
gencies, call 713-528-0527. Offices will reopen on Tuesday, May 29.

Texas Annual Conference Commissioning and Ordination Service, Tuesday, May 
29, at 7 pm at The Woodlands UMC. Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan will be commis-
sioned at this service.

Amazing Parents, Amazing Kids, Sunday, June 3, at 12:15 pm in J-204. A time of 
connection and mutual support for those whose children have developmental, 
emotional, medical, or learning differences. Lunch and childcare are provided. 
(Meets on 1st Sundays.)

Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry, Sunday, June 3, at 1 pm, in Abraham Station. 
Contact Sari Frey at sari.r.frey@gmail.com. (Meets on 1st Sundays.)

Fine Arts Academy begins its six week summer session on June 4. Art camps, 
Musikgarten, art classes, piano lessons, and art for all ages with special needs will 
be offered this semester. for more info or to register, please see www.stpaulshouston.
org/fine-arts-academy  or email Helen Spaw at fineartsacademy@stpaulshouston.org.

Open Art Studio, Wednesday, June 6, 9:30-10:30 am in S-300. Discover your 
creativity, connect with others, and process life transitions through art. (Meets every 
Wednesday). Children must be accompanied by an adult. Contact Helen Spaw, 
hspaw@stpaulshouston.org for more information or to register.

Women’s Healing Art Circle, Thursday, June 7, at 9:30 am in S-300. (Meets 1st & 3rd 
Thursdays) 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Sunday Services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:05 am

5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004
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The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 57         “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” Azmon

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation 
by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world 
by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
 (8:30 am service)
 Rachel and Adam Brown
 present their son
 Elliott Carter Brown
 born October 24, 2017

HYMN 610       “We Know That Christ Is Raised,” verse 2 Engelberg

We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
As living members of a living Christ. Alleluia!

After the child is baptized, the congregation responds in unison:

With God’s help, we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that 
Elliott Carter, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, and 
confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

HYMN 610       “We Know That Christ Is Raised,” verse 3 Engelberg

A new creation comes to life and grows
As Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood.
The universe restored and whole will sing: Alleluia!

The Ministry of the Word
PSALM 104:24-35  W. Parratt

O Lord how manifold are thy works, in wisdom hast thou made them all, the earth 
is full of thy riches.

So is the great and wide sea also, wherein are things creeping innumerable, both 
small and great beasts.

There go the ships and there is that Leviathan whom thou has made to take his 
pastime therein.

These wait all upon thee, that thou mayest give them meat in due season.
When thou givest it them, they gather it, and when thou openest thy hand, they are 

filled with good.
When thou hidest thy face, they are troubled; when thou takest away their breath, 

they die and are turned again to their dust.
When thou lettest thy breath go forth, they shall be made and thou shalt renew the 

face of the earth.
The glorious majesty of the Lord shall endure for ever; the Lord shall rejoice in his works.
The earth shall tremble at the look of him, if he do but touch the hills, they shall smoke.
I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being.

And so shall my words please him; my joy shall be in the Lord.
As for sinners, they shall be consumed out of the earth, and the ungodly shall come 

to an end; praise thou the Lord O my soul, praise the Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:22-27

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in 
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn. During the hymn, children may be escorted to the Jones 
Building for Children’s Church. 

HYMN 544      “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” Bridegroom

GOSPEL PROCESSION  Stuart Beer
All turn to follow the procession and face the minister for the reading of the Gospel. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
    and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to 
testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me. ‘Where are you 
going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 
Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness 
and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on 
his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that 
are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please remain standing until the Gospel Procession has returned to the Chancel, then 
be seated.

The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON “The Movement of God” Rev. Tommy Williams

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING          “A Sound Came from Heav’n”    Douglas Mews

A sound came from heav’n:  
A sound like a strong wind, a strong wind blowing.
From heaven, too, appeared tongues of fire.
They were filled with the Holy Spirit.
Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of thy faithful,
And kindle in them the fire of thy love.

The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the offering.

DOXOLOGY Hymnal 94 (sung by all)   Lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

During the singing of the hymn, those who wish to unite with St. Paul’s Church are 
invited to come forward to the chancel for reception and recognition.

HYMN 539     “O Spirit of the Living God” Forest Green


