
If you have questions or would like more information 
about our programs, feel free to contact us.

214.768.2251 • AdvanceMinistry@smu.edu 
smu.edu/perkins/publicprograms

Schedule and topics are subject to change.
St. Paul’s UMC is located at 5501 Main Street at Binz/
Bissonnet in Houston, across from the Museum of Fine 
Arts. Parking is free of charge in two lots on Fannin 
Street across from the sanctuary. The church is within a 
block of both Museum District MetroRail stops.

We understand that sometimes participants need 
to cancel. Refunds will be granted for cancellations 
received in writing or by email no less than seven days 
prior to the event less a $25.00 service fee.  
SMU Perkins School of Theology, Advanced Ministerial 
Studies, PO Box 750133, Dallas, TX 75275-0133 or 
AdvanceMinistry@smu.edu.

If for any reason you are not satisfied with the program, 
we will gladly transfer your registration fee to another 
continuing education event of your choice. We ask that 
you notify us within 24 hours of close of the event. 

Additional information can be found by going to  
smu.edu/perkins/publicprograms.

Dallas Lay School  
of Theology (PTSL)
March 5–7, 2015

Amarillo Lay School 
March 28, 2015

The Houston Lay School of Theology is sponsored by 
SMU’s Perkins School of Theology in cooperation with 
the Center for Congregational Excellence of the Texas 
Annual Conference. The school meets each January 
and August, offering an opportunity for laity and  
others to explore issues of spirituality, theology, 
religion, and church leadership with faculty from 
Perkins. The program is made possible in part by the 
Howard-Holbert Endowment at SMU.
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SMU will not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, 
or educational activity on the basis of race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status. SMU’s 
commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation and gender identity and expression. 
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St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

Houston Lay scHooL 
of tHeoLogy
February 21, 2015

Learning and inspiration for those 
interested in faith, religion,  

and spirituality

  Additional Information

  Cancellation Policy

  Program Guarantee

  Upcoming Lay Schools of Theology

Houston Lay School
August 8, 2015

Alaska Lay School  
at Anchorage
September 18–19, 2015



tHe empire Writes Back:  
reading and evaLuating  
tHe resistance rHetoric  
of tHe reveLation of JoHn

With Perkins School of Theology’s  
Abraham Smith
Professor of New Testament

In contemporary Christian practice the Book of 
Revelation has often been misunderstood and misused. 
When read as a document of its time, Revelation (aka 
The Apocalpyse of John) is revealed as an address to 
imperial powers, critiquing Rome’s brutal acts of terror 
and the cultural myths and practices that sustained its 
domination over colonized provinces. This course will 
not only look at the ethical implications of the book’s 
disturbing metaphors in the history of religious and 
political thought, but will also uncover its careful plot, 
its use of previous traditions of protest literature, its 
promotion of worship and radical endurance as ways to 
resist oppressive powers, and its argument for avoiding 
cultural accommodation and assimilation. 

Suggested reading: David A. Sanchez, From Patmos 
to the Barrio: Subverting Imperial Myths (Minneapolis: 
Fortress, 2008); and Wes Howard-Brook and Anthony 
Gwyther, Unveiling Empire: Reading Revelation Then and 
Now (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1999). Participants should 
also read the Book of Revelation in one sitting and 
bring to the course a copy of the Book of Revelation, 
preferably the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).

  Program Schedule

8:15 a.m. Check-in/Welcome
9:00–3:30 p.m.  The Empire Writes Back with  

Abraham Smith
(Lunch provided)

Abraham Smith is an enthusiastic 
and accomplished teacher of New 
Testament at Perkins School of 
Theology. Before joining the faculty 
in 2002, he taught New Testament 
at Andover Newton Theological 
School for four years, Boston 
University School of Theology 

for eight years, and the Interdenominational Theological 
Center for three years. He was educated at the University 
of Alabama (B.A.), Interdenominational Theological 
Center (M.Div.) and Vanderbilt University (Ph.D.). 

Among his recent publications are several introductions 
and annotations for the Oxford Annotated Bible, 3rd edition 
(2001) and the Oxford Access Bible (2000), “Commentaries 
and Reflections on First and Second Thessalonians” in 
The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary (2000), a book on 
1 Thessalonians (titled Comfort One Another, 1995), and 
numerous articles on the Gospel of Mark, the Gospel of 
Luke, the Book of Acts, and African American Biblical 
Hermeneutics. A former member of the editorial board 
for the journal Semeia, Smith co-edited the Semeia volume 
“Slavery, Text and Interpretation” (1998), and is one of the 
New Testament editors for the Abingdon New Interpreter’s 
Study Bible. Smith is presently finishing a major work on 
African American Biblical Hermeneutics (tentatively titled 
Fighting with the Text) for Routledge Press.

An ordained minister of the National Baptist Church USA, 
Inc., Smith served as a pastor for ten years.  He continues 
to provide support for numerous churches through Bible 
studies and lectures on Mark, the Gospels, and Acts.

  Pricing and Registration

Advance registration closes at the end of the day on 
February 15, 2015. 
Advance registration is $55.00. Register at the door for $65.00.
Continuing Education Unit (.5 CEU) credit will be provided 
for a $25.00 fee.
You can register through the following methods:
1.  Online at www.smu.edu/perkins/HLS
  2. Fax completed form to 214.768.2117
3.  Mail completed form and payment to: 

SMU Perkins School of Theology,  
Office of Advanced Ministerial Studies,  
PO Box 750133, Dallas, TX 75275-0133

4. Call 214.768.2251 
5. At the door

  Registration

The Empire Writes Back  $55.00 o
CEU Processing Fee (.5 CEUs) $25.00 o
Total Amount Due (Lunch is provided)  $______________

Name _________________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________

Day Phone _____________________________________________  

Preferred Email _________________________________________

DOB __________________________________________________
            (month and day only, required for CEU processing) 

Dietary Restrictions _____________________________________

Payment
o Check made payable to Southern Methodist University
o  Credit card – please charge my: 

o Visa    o MasterCard   o Discover   o Diners Club

Name on Card __________________________________________

Account Number __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ 

Expiration Date (MM/YY) __ __ / __ __      

Security Code __ __ __ (on back of card) 

Billing Zip (if different from above)  ______________________  

Signature  ______________________________________________  

(continued)


