
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

      Prepare the way of the Lord!  - Isaiah 40:3 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
5501 Main Street, Houston, TX 77004 

stpaulshouston.org 



 

A SEASON TO CELEBRATE 
         

ADVENT 

- is the beginning of the new church year 

- begins the 4th Sunday before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve 

- means "coming" and is a time of waiting, anticipation and hope 

- is a time to prepare our hearts and homes for the celebration of Jesus' birth 

- is a time for singing, praying, reading scripture and doing acts of kindness 

- is the time that passes too s-l-o-w-l-y for children and too quickly for parents! 
 

CHRISTMAS  
- is a church season that lasts for 12 days 

- is a time to make visits, offer gifts, do acts of kindness, read the Bible, sing, pray, and celebrate  

- ends with the Epiphany of the Lord on January 6, when we celebrate the visit of the wise men  

 to the Christ child. 

 

This booklet encourages families to spend time together each day, drawing closer to God and reflecting 

on the true meaning of Christmas - Christ coming into the world. To keep Jesus at the center of your 

celebration, plan to include some of these family activities: light Advent candles, read from the Bible 

and pray, count the days with an Advent calendar or paper chain, make a Jesse tree, set up a nativity 

scene for children to arrange and re-arrange, read children’s Bibles and storybooks, and attend Sunday 
School and worship every week with your family.   

 

The scripture readings in this booklet are the traditional lectionary verses for this season of the church 

year (from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible). A calendar with St. Paul’s worship services 

and seasonal events is included on the last page; children can add a sticker each day. Please adapt the 

contents of this book for the ages and interests of your family.  

 

Thank you to the children of St. Paul's United Methodist Church for the illustrations. Peace, joy and 

love to each of you! Keep your Advent Book in a special place where you can remember to read part 

of it every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
View the color version of this booklet at www.stpaulshouston.org/children. 



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 
 

Advent Wreath - A simple Advent wreath can be made or purchased for your home. The circle of 

greenery symbolizes everlasting life. In churches, the four candles, one for each week in Advent, are the 

liturgical colors of deep blue or purple. Candles used at home can be of any color. Lighting the four candles 

progressively and the large white Christ candle on Christmas Eve symbolizes the light of Christ coming out 

of the darkness. The Christ candle can be used throughout Christmastide and on Epiphany, January 6.  
  
Advent Calendar - Calendars with little windows to open, usually one for each day of December until 

Christmas Eve, are available from bookstores and card shops. They are a fun way to keep track of the time 

before Christmas. Your family can design and make your own calendar (or a paper chain with 24 links) with 

a picture and Bible verse for each day. 
 

Nativity Scene -  St. Francis of Assisi is credited with the idea of a live nativity in 1223. A nativity scene 

which can be handled safely by young children is a wonderful way to draw them into the drama of the 

Christmas story. Use it as you read or tell the Christmas story, encourage children to tell the story to you 

and each other, or to play quietly while imagining what the first Christmas might have been like. 
 

Christmas Ornaments -  A Jesse tree is fun and meaningful, or you can make ornaments for your 

Christmas tree representing the people of faith who lived before Jesus was born. Older children enjoy  

doing the research, but even young children can make symbols for their favorite Bible stories. You can  

use paper, cardboard, felt, clay, or other materials.  

 Here are a few examples: 

  Adam and Eve - apple 

  Noah - rainbow or ark 

  Abraham and Isaac - ram 

  Moses - burning bush or stone tablets 

  David - lyre, sheep, crown 

  John the Baptist - seashell 

  Mary - rose, lily, heart 

  Joseph - carpenter's tools, hammer, saw 

  Jesus - manger, star, angels, cross 
 

Twelve Days of Christmas - In many families, Christmas is celebrated throughout the church season of 

Christmastide, the twelve days between Christmas and Epiphany. Some families hide tiny gifts to be found 

and opened each day. Twelve small gifts with a number on each package can be tied to the Christmas tree 

or left beneath it. On Epiphany, you can enjoy a king's cake as you read about the wise men visiting Jesus. 
 

Special Advent and Christmas Events - Participate in seasonal church celebrations, and invite your 

family and friends. Some of the highlights at St. Paul’s include a Giving Tree to collect toys, food and cloth-

ing for the Emergency Aid Coalition; the Mission Market for holiday shopping; Sights, Sounds & Smells of 

Christmas, a family favorite for generations; the beautiful Children’s Candlelight Service; and Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Services. See you at church! 

Merry Christmas! 



ADVENT 

Dec. 2     1st Sunday of Advent 

Light one candle, Christ is coming, 

Christ, the HOPE of the world.  

Light one candle, Christ is coming, 

 Christ is coming soon! 

 

Attend worship and look for signs of the new church season: Advent candles, blue  

paraments and stoles, and an Advent banner. We light candles during Advent because 

Jesus is like a light for the whole world. At home, make an Advent wreath or simply 

light one candle each day this week, the candle of HOPE. Read Psalm 25:4-5.  

    Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.   

    Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;  

        for you I wait all day long. 

Join hands to make a circle of love and pray together. Thank God for the gift of Jesus, 

and ask for help in preparing room in your heart for the coming of the Christ Child. 

Dec. 3      Monday  

Read Psalm 25:1, 10.  

      To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust.  

      All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,  

         for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

Start a memory box or collage board for Advent and Christmas memories. Each member 

of the family can add mementos, photos, drawings, or brief descriptions of events and 

traditions. Remember your favorite Advent and Christmas celebrations of the past, and 

plan to repeat those traditions that have become important to your family. 

“Dear God, during this time of excitement and anticipation, help us to be still and listen 

so we can hear your words and feel closer to you. Amen.” 



Dec. 5      Wednesday  

Read I Thessalonians 3:12.  

And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all. 

Choose some special ways for your family to show love for each other during the Advent 

season. Write them on your family calendar to help you remember. When we follow Jesus, 

love will show and love will grow!   

Thank God for the gift of love shared with your family and friends. 

Dec. 4     Tuesday 

Read Jeremiah 33:14-15. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will  

fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those 

days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David. 

King David was an ancestor of Joseph, from the town of Bethlehem. Long before Jesus was 

born, prophets knew that the promised Messiah would come from the family of David. 

Talk about your grandparents or other ancestors, and say thank you to God for them. 



Dec. 6     Thursday  

Read Malachi 3:1-2.  See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 

and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight - indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

Malachi was one of the prophets who lived long before Jesus was born and told about 

God’s promise to send a Messiah. For the next few days we will read about John the Bap-

tist, a messenger who announced that Jesus had arrived to show God’s love to the world. 

Think of ways that God speaks to us today: when we read the Bible, pray, worship, hear or 

make music, during quiet times, and when we share love with others.    

Dec. 7     Friday   

Zechariah knew how the people of Israel had waited for hundreds of years for the birth of a 

Messiah. Zechariah and Elizabeth were quite old when they had a baby boy, and they named 

him John. When he grew up, he was the messenger called John the Baptist. He traveled 

around baptizing people and announcing that the Lord was coming! 

Read the words Zechariah spoke when John was an infant, in Luke 1:68-70.   

“Blessed be the God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and  

redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty Savior for us in the house of David,  

as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old.”   

Can you think of a time when you had exciting news to share?  

What are some ways you can share the Good News about Jesus’ birth?  

Start making Christmas cards to share with your teachers, family and friends.  



Dec. 8     Saturday 

Zechariah spoke these words to his baby John. The words were later known to be true, for 

John did grow up to prepare the way for Jesus to come. You can read them in Luke 76-77.   

“You, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the 

Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the for-

giveness of their sins. ”  

It takes a lot of patience to wait for Christmas! Put out your favorite Christmas story books 

so you can read them while you’re waiting.  



Dec. 9    Second Sunday of Advent 

Light two candles, Christ is coming,  

Christ, the WAY of the world. 

Light two candles, Christ is coming, 

Christ is coming soon! 

 

Today and all week, we light two candles.  The second candle reminds us that Jesus came to 

show us the WAY to live as God’s people. 

Read Luke 1:78-79. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 

break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness, to guide our feet into the 

way of peace. 

Can you think of a time when you were afraid of the dark? Jesus is like a light to guide us 

even when we do not know where to go or what to do. 

Dec. 10    Monday 

Read Luke 3:2-6. The word of God came to John, son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 

He went into all the region around Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every 

valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked 

shall be made straight and the rough ways made smooth; and all people shall see the 

salvation of God.” 

John called people to “repent” or turn in a new direction because Jesus was coming. Think 

of some ways that you can follow Jesus a little more closely. Maybe you can collect some 

books or toys to share with children who need our help. 

Dec. 11    Tuesday  

You can read more about John the Baptist in a story Bible or the first chapter of the gospel 

of Mark. Read Luke 3:16.  John said, “I baptized you with water, but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming… He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Baptism with water is a sign that we are loved by God and part of God’s family. Share the 

baptism stories or photos of someone in your family.  

When you use water today, think about how essential it is for all living things. With God, 

even ordinary things can be very special!  





Dec. 12    Wednesday 

Read Luke 3:10-11.  The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What shall we do?”   

In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who  

has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 

During the holiday season, collect food to share with people who are hungry. Do you have 

an out-grown coat or other clothing or blankets to share this winter? 

Say a prayer of thanks to God for giving us everything we need. 

Dec. 13    Thursday 

Read Isaiah 12:2,4. Surely God is my salvation, I will trust and will not be afraid, for 

the Lord God is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. Give thanks 

to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nation; proclaim 

that his name is exalted. Make some pictures (like the ones in this booklet) to give or 

send to friends and relatives. Share with them the joy you feel at Christmas! Sing or listen 

to Christmas carols while you work. 

Dec. 14    Friday 

Read Isaiah 12:5-6. Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be 

known in all the earth. Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your 

midst is the Holy One of Israel.  

 At Christmas, we celebrate that Jesus came to live with people and show how much God 

loves us. Share a fun game or activity with your family. Turn on some music, laugh out loud, 

and share the joy! 

Dec. 15    Saturday 

Read Zephaniah 3:17. The Lord your God is in your midst; he will rejoice over you 

with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 

as on a day of festival.  

Enjoy the decorations in your house, and look for ornaments on your Christmas tree that 

remind you of the story of Jesus’ birth: a star, angel, manger, or animals.  

(Gather the food, toys, clothing, or money you plan to give as an offering at the Children’s 

Candlelight Service tomorrow.)   



 



Dec. 16    Third Sunday of Advent 

Light three candles, Christ is coming, 

Christ, the JOY of the world. 

Light three candles, Christ is coming,  

Christ is coming soon! 

 

Light three candles today and all week. The third one is the candle of JOY.     

Read the story of the angel’s announcement to Mary that she would have a baby,  

in Luke 1:26-38.   

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to Mary who was engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. 

And the angel came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 

But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. And now, you will conceive and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said, “Here am I, the servant 

of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 

from her.  

Mary might have been startled at first by the visit from an angel with this amazing news, but 

she loved and trusted God. Mary called herself a “servant of the Lord.” In St. Paul’s sanctu-

ary, two signs near the altar say “Enter to Worship” and Depart to Serve.” We can serve 

God by doing things cheerfully for others, and reaching out with God’s love feels good to 

everyone. Think of a way you or your family can help someone today.  

 

Dec. 17    Monday  

Read Philippians 4:4-7. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Joy is a kind of happiness deep in our hearts. We feel joyful when we think of baby Jesus 

being born on the special night long ago. No wonder we say “Merry Christmas!” and “Joy 

to the World!” Share memories of times when you felt a deep joy and peace. 



 



Dec. 18    Tuesday 

 After the angel appeared to Mary, she took a trip to visit her cousin Elizabeth. Elizabeth 

and her husband Zechariah were quite old, but they were expecting a baby. Their baby 

would grow up to be called John the Baptist. Mary shared the news that the angel had told 

her, and Elizabeth shared in her joy. The story is in Luke 1:39-45.  

 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 

where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, 

that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your 

greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 

there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

“Dear God, we thank you for exciting announcements of good news and great joy.   

Help us to keep our hearts wide open to receive the love that Jesus brings us. Amen.” 

Dec. 19   Wednesday 

While Mary was visiting Elizabeth, she sang a song of rejoicing that God had chosen her 

to have the special baby who would be Jesus Christ. Her song is called the ‘Magnificat’ 

because it tells of the greatness of God or “magnifies” God. You can find the words of 

Mary’s song in Luke 1:46-55. 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

        for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

        for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  

        and holy is his name. 

 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

 He has shown strength with his arm; 

        he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

        and lifted up the lowly. 

 He has filled the hungry with good things,   
        and sent the rich away empty. 

 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

        according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

            to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  

Find out something interesting about your ancestors - grandparents have lots of great 

stories! Make a special card or gift for some of your family members.   

“Dear God, like Mary, we rejoice in the news of Jesus coming into the world as a little 

baby. As we celebrate Christmas, let our joy and love overflow to others. Amen.” 





Dec. 21    Friday 

Read Isaiah 9:2-6. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 

who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. For a child has been 

born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Today is the winter solstice, the longest night of the year. Take a walk around your neigh-

borhood just after dark. Christmas lights remind us that Jesus is the light of the world! Can 

you find decorations that include a nativity, angels, or a star? The people who live in those 

houses are sharing the good news about the birth of the Christ child. 

Dec. 22    Saturday 

Long before Jesus was born, the Old Testament prophet Micah told that someone special 

would be born in Bethlehem. Read Micah 5:2, 4b-5.   

But you, O Bethlehem, from you shall come forth one who is to rule in Israel, whose 

origin is from of old, from ancient days. He shall be great to the ends of the earth; 

and he shall be the one of peace. 

Sing or listen to “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”  

Dec. 20   Thursday 

Read Psalm 96: 1-4, 6-9, a song of praise to God.  

  O sing to the Lord a new song; 

            sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

  Sing to the Lord, bless his name;  

       tell of his salvation from day to day. 

  Declare his glory among the nations, 

       his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 

  Honor and majesty are before him; 

       strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  

  Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples; 

       ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

       bring an offering and come into his courts. 

  Worship the Lord in holy splendor . 
Look at a globe or world map and imagine all the places where people are getting ready to 

celebrate Christmas. In the southern hemisphere, it’s summer at Christmas time! Look up 

some Christmas customs from other countries, and maybe find a new one to add your 

family’s celebration this year. 





Dec. 23    Fourth Sunday of Advent  

 

Light four candles, Christ is coming. 

Christ, the PEACE of the world. 

Light four candles, Christ is coming, 

Christ coming soon! 

Light four candles while you read from the Bible; the fourth one is for PEACE. 

Read Luke 2:1-5. In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 

went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethle-

hem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.    

In those days it seemed like a long way to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Can you find 

these towns on a map? Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, as the prophet Micah had 

already told.  





Christmas Eve  
Dec. 24  Light a large, white Christ candle. The Christ candle helps us to remember that Jesus is the 

  light of the world.  

 Read the Christmas story in Luke 2:6-20. Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not 

be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 

for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And sud-

denly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in a manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glori-

fying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.    

                Re-tell the story using the figures of a nativity scene.  

                In the glow of the candlelight, sing “Silent Night.”  





CHRISTMAS  

Dec. 25    Christmas Day 

Light a big white Christ candle today, all through the 12 days of Christmas, and on Epiphany, 

January 6.   

 

Read John 1:1-5.  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

word was God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light 

of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

Sing “Joy to the World.” Thank God for all the blessings you have received during Advent 

and on this holy day. Merry Christmas! 



 

 
 



Dec. 27    Thursday  

Read Hebrews 1:1-3. Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 

ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son. He is the 

reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains 

all things by his powerful Word. 

Look at your own reflection in a mirror. What would it have been like to look at Jesus and 

see the reflection of God’s love?  

“Dear God, thank you for sending your son Jesus to be born on earth as a baby, just like 

we were. Help us to grow in the ways that Jesus teaches us. Amen.” 

Dec. 26    Wednesday   

Read John 1:14-16. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness 

we have all received, grace upon grace. 

Look at the pictures of yourself as a baby. Hear a story about how special you were to your 

family when you were tiny and how special you still are. Say a prayer thanking God for the 

amazing gift of the infant Jesus to our world.   





Dec. 28   Friday   

Read Revelation 21:3-4. See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with 

them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God will be with them; he will wipe 

every tear from their eyes. 

God knows our feelings and comforts us when we are hurt or sad. God rejoices when we 

are happy or excited. Since you received new toys and other nice things for Christmas, make 

room for them by clearing out some old toys you don’t need anymore. Make sure they are 

clean, and share them with an agency that helps families with children. 

Dec. 29   Saturday 

                Read Psalm 8.   

O Lord, our Sovereign,  

 how majestic is your name in all the earth!   

You have set your glory above the heavens.  

When I look at the heavens, the work of your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars that you have established; 

 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

 mortals that you care for them?  

Yet you have made them a little lower than God,  

 and crowned them with glory and honor. 

You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 

 you have put all things under their feet, 

 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 

 the birds of the air and the fish of the sea, 

 whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
Look for stars - in the sky, in an apple, a poinsettia, or other places in nature.  

Make star treats: cookies, apples cut in half crosswise, star fruit, bread or sandwiches 

shaped with a star cookie cutter. Enjoy! 

 

 





Jan. 1     Tuesday   New Year’s Day  

Read Revelation 21:5-6. And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am 

making all things new. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 

Alpha and Omega are like the letters A and Z in our alphabet - the beginning and the end! 

People have been telling the story of Jesus’ birth for over 2000 years, and the story is still 

fresh and exciting! The good news about God’s son bringing love to the world will go on 

forever.  

Dec. 30    1st Sunday after Christmas 

Read Matthew 25:35-40. “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 

and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 

you visited me. Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.” 

As the year is coming to an end, plan some ways your family can continue reaching out to 

others who need help. Pray for God’s peace and love to be known by all people, especially 

those who are sad, sick, hungry or in need. Little acts of kindness make a big difference in 

God’s kingdom! 

Dec. 31    Monday  

Read Colossians 3:12-17. As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience. Bear with one another 

and if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord 

has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule 

in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let 

the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 

and with gratitude in you hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs of God. And 

whatever you do in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

Use these instructions from the apostle Paul to make some New Year’s resolutions that will 

help you stay close to God in 2019. Place in your memory book or box anything special 

about this Christmas that you would like to remember. 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

       hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

            on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread,  

       and forgive us our trespasses  

       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation,  

       but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

            and the glory forever. Amen. 

 



Jan. 3      Thursday   

Read Psalm 148: 1-3, 7-13. 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens;  

     praise him in the heights! 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,  

 fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!  

Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

Young men and women alike, old and young together! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; 

 his glory is above earth and heaven.  

What do you see in your imagination when you hear this psalm? Maybe you’d like to draw 

a picture or make sculpture to celebrate God’s wonderful creation.  
Give thanks and praise to God for our amazing and beautiful world!  

Jan. 2      Wednesday     

Read Ecclesiastes 3:1.   

For everything there is season, and a time for every matter under heaven. 

Go outside and look at nature’s gifts of the season. The nights are long now, so it’s a good 

time of year to enjoy the planets, stars and moon.  

“Dear God, as the new year is beginning, we give thanks for your great love for us and for 

the love we share in our family. Be with us throughout the coming year as we grow together 

in wisdom and faith. Amen.” 



Jan. 4       Friday  

Read Psalm 72: 1-2, 12. 

  Give the king your justice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to a king’s son. 

 May he judge your people with righteousness,  

  and your poor with justice.     

 For he delivers the needy when they call, 

  the poor and those who have no helper. 

The festival of Epiphany is approaching, when we celebrate Jesus’ light which has come for 

all the world. What would it have been like to see Jesus as a baby and offer him a gift! Just 

as the wise men brought gifts to the Christ child, we can continue offering gifts all year to 

show our love for Jesus. There are always people who need food, clothing, or other kinds 

of help. Of course, some gifts are priceless and easy to give - a smile, a hug, a kind word, or 

sharing part of your life with others.  

Jan. 5       Saturday   

Read Isaiah 60:1,3,6b.  

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn, they shall 

bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

The 12 Days of Christmas are almost over, but God’s love shines bright all year!  

When it gets dark, play some games with flashlights or make shadows on the wall.  

In some countries and cultures, tonight is celebrated as Twelfth Night, and children receive 

gifts from the Three Kings, instead of from Santa Claus on Christmas Day. Share a special 

meal with your family today or tomorrow. You could make place cards or  

decorations for the table - stars or a crown.    





EPIPHANY 

Jan. 6      Epiphany of the Lord  

The word Epiphany means “to show” and celebrates the sending of Christ to the world. 

Light the Christ candle one more time. Read the story in Matthew 2:1-12.   

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all  the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 

of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 

for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men 

and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 

them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When 

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 

they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering 

the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to  

Herod, they left for their own country by another road.     

“Dear God, as you guided the wise men to the infant Jesus by a star, guide us as we seek 

to follow Jesus all our lives. Bless our family as we grow together in faith and love. Amen.” 



Draw your own picture here!  


