
Baptism of the Lord
January 13, 2019 at 9:45 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY “Prélude”  César Franck

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 60         “I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath” Old 113th

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Almighty God, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized 
into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as 
Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting.  Amen.

All sit.

The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Listen for the word that God has spoken
Speak, Lord, to our speaking,
Speak, Lord, to our listening,
Speak, Lord, to our soul’s deep understanding. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 43:1-7

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One 
of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange 
for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give 
people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with 
you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I 
will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my 
sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth — everyone who 
is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND BLESSING OF THE CUP
We break this bread, remembering the divisions of the world.
Lord, heal our brokenness.
We break this bread remembering the disunity of the church.
Lord, heal our brokenness.
We break this bread, remembering the fragmentation of our lives.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

FRACTION ANTHEM (sung by all)  Franz Schubert

 

All are invited to share in the sacrament, coming by the center aisle and returning by 
the side aisles. Gluten free communion is available at the center stations. If you cannot 
come to the chancel, please notify an usher. 

Gluten free communion is available.

ANTHEM “Lamb of God”   F. Melius Christiansen

Lamb of God most holy! Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Patient still and lowly, thyself to scorn didst offer;
Our sins by thee were taken, or hope had us forsaken:
Have mercy on us, O Jesu! 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given your-
self to us. Grant that we commit ourselves to a life in which the glamour of evil is 
renounced, a life in which we give ourselves to God’s service, a life of love. Amen.

All Stand. 

HYMN 475     “Come Down, O Love Divine” Down Ampney

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY “Herr Christ, der einig Gottes Sohn,” BWV 601 J.S. Bach

  Lay Reader
Tongula Steddum

 New Members
We welcome Carol and Larry Blair, Linda and Dicky Hall, Huntley Kenesson, Hope 

Pond and Aly Badawi, and Leta and Stan Roper into the St. Paul’s family.

 Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God in loving memory of Bill 

Guggolz by his wife, Lynn, and their family.
The flowers in the Narthex are placed to the glory of God in loving memory of Tommy 

and Deedee Fibich’s granddaughter, Kaitlin.

Today at St. Paul’s
Health Ministry Organization and Planning Meeting, 12:15 pm in S-312.
Coffee with the Pastors, 12:15 pm in Jones Building lobby. 
St. Paul’s Choral Scholars sing at Brookdale Retirement Community, 2:30 pm, 5151 

Buffalo Speedway.
Financial Peace University, Sundays, January 13-March 10, at 5-6:30 pm in J-204. To 

register, visit www.fpu.com/1079095.
UMY & Confirmation, 5 pm in the Youth Center. All youth (6th–12th grades) are invited.
Disciple Fast Track: Old Testament, Sundays from 5-6:30 pm, January 13-March 31, 

in J-203. Facilitated by John Rodriguez.
Al-Anon, Sundays at 6 pm in Abraham Station.

This Week & Upcoming at St. Paul’s 
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Volunteer with SEARCH Homeless Services, Tuesdays, January 15-June 25, from 

4:30-7pm. To volunteer or for more info: mfmcalevy@gmail.com.
Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at 7 am in Fondren Lounge 

with Rev. Tommy Williams.
Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson.
Her | meneutics Bible Study for Women, Thursday, January 17, at 6:30 pm. For more 

information, krichards-kuan@stpaulshouston.org.  
projectCURATE “Frequencies,” Saturday, January 19,  9am-12:30 pm. For additional 

information and pricing, contact Claudia Crane, claudia.crane@projectcurate.org.  
Harvey Recovery Work Day, Saturday, January 19. All skill levels are welcome as 

training is provided. Sign-up: www.stpaulshouston.org/harvey. (Also February 16)
New Member Connection, Sunday, January 20, 12:15–2 pm in Fondren Hall. 
Evensong for the Conversion of Paul, Sunday, January 27, at 4 pm. Sung by the St. 

Paul’s Choir with music by Humphrey Clucas, Stephen Caracciolo, Charles Villiers 
Stanford, and Felix Mendelssohn.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax
Dr. Matthew Russell ...................................................................................... Senior Associate Pastor
Eddie Quaid ................................................................................ St. Paul’s Choral Scholars Director

The St. Paul’s family welcomes you as we worship God together.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in the Jones Building.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.
Please silence your cell phone.

Worship at St. Paul’s
Sunday Morning: 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 am in the Sanctuary

Wednesday Communion Service: 12:15 pm in the Chapel
Fe y Esperanza: First Sundays at 5 pm in the Chapel

RSCM Winter Festival Choir Sings at 11:05 am Service
Sunday, January 20, at the 11:05 am service

Music by Daniel Justin, Katie Burke, and Glenn Burleigh



PSALM 29  
The Antiphon is introduced by the choir and repeated by all. 

Ascribe to the Lord you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is 

upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the lord is a voice of splendor.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
Antiphon
The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the wil-

derness; the lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
The Lord shall give strength to his people; the Lord shall give his people the blessing 

of peace.
Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Acts 8:14-17

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word 
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any 
of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter 
and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn.  

HYMN 252       “When Jesus Came to Jordan” Complainer

GOSPEL  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with un-
quenchable fire.”

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized 
and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him 
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON             Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan

Responses and Offerings

All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
During each petition, a time of silent meditation is held. Each petition concludes with:

Lord, in your loving grace,  
Make us instruments of your peace.

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. Let us pray.

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 
have done, and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we 
have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory be to God.  Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING    “Jesus Autem Hodie” Peter Hallock
  Gigi Bautista, Matilda Smolij, and Daniel Boyd, soloists

Jesus autem hodie regressus est a Jordane.  [Jesus again today returned to the Jordan.]

When Jesus Christ baptized was, the Holy Ghost descended with grace;
The Father’s voice was heard in this place:
Hic est filius meus, ipsum intende. [This is my Son, listen to him]

There were three Persons and one Lord, the Son baptized with one accord,
The Father said this blessed word: Hic est filius meus, ipsum intende.

Now, Jesu, as thou art both God and Man, and were baptized in from Jordan,
At our last end we pray thee, say then: Hic est filius meus, ipsum intende.

The congregation stands when the acolytes come forward to present the elements.

DOXOLOGY (sung by all)   Puer Nobis

All glory, Jesus, be to thee, for this thy glad Epiphany;
Whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit evermore.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!  
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is with joy and wonder that we give thanks to you, O God our Creator, who paid the 
ultimate price for your people. You gave hope when all hope had gone, life when loss 
seemed overwhelming, and embraced the dark night of our despair. In the company 
of the heavenly host, joining our voices with the angels we praise you God as we sing:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS (sung by all)  Richard Proulx

The congregation sits.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He was born in Bethlehem, and 
from the moment of his birth he became a victim. As a child-refugee he watched 
the cruelty of the world. He was the suffering servant, the lamb to the slaughter, 
the scapegoat of those he came to save. Those around him fled as he was murdered 
before the masses. 

Disturbing and confounding our expectations, your Son Jesus Christ rose from the 
grave and gave us the promise of eternal life, where all iniquity and injustice will be 
banished, where suffering and servility will be stripped away, where we will truly be 
happy, at peace, and at one with you. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus shared bread and wine with 
his friends. Breaking the bread he said, “This is my body, receive it in remembrance 
of me.” In the same way, after the last supper he poured wine and said, “This is my 
blood, receive it in remembrance of me.”

So, gracious God, we gladly say:

Goodness is stronger than evil. Love is stronger than hate.
Light is stronger than darkness. Truth is stronger than lies.

Pour out your spirit on this community and these gifts. We pray with confidence 
that the bread and wine that we have offered here will be to us the body and blood 
of Christ.  

By your spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in kinship 
with all the world. Through your Son Jesus Christ and with the Holy Spirit, we exalt 
you O God, our source of liberation and light. Amen.

And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray.


