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Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  - Isaiah 2:5 



A HOLY SEASON    
  

ADVENT is the season that begins the new church year and starts 4 Sundays before Christmas.   

It is a time of waiting and anticipation, a time to prepare our hearts and homes for the celebration of 

Jesus' birth.  The time passes slowly for children but sometimes too quickly for adults.  
 

CHRISTMAS is a church season that lasts for 12 days, just beginning on December 25.  It is a 

season to celebrate Jesus’ birth by worshiping, making visits, offering gifts, doing acts of charity, reading 

the Bible, singing and praying. The season of the Epiphany begins January 6 when we celebrate the visit  

of the wise men to the Christ Child.  

 
This booklet encourages families to spend time together each day, drawing closer to God and reflect-

ing on the true meaning of Christmas - Christ coming into the world.  Lighting Advent candles, using an 

Advent calendar or paper chain, making a Jesse tree, setting up a nativity scene for children to arrange 

and re-arrange, and attending Sunday School and worship services regularly will keep Christ at the cen-

ter of our celebration of Christmas. 

 

The scripture readings in this booklet are the traditional lectionary verses for this season of the church 

year (from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible). A calendar with St. Paul’s worship services 

and seasonal events is included with this booklet; children could add a sticker to the calendar each day. 

Please adapt the contents of this book for the ages and interests of your family. View the art in color 

on the website: www.stpaulshouston.org.  

 

Thank you to the children of St. Paul's United Methodist Church for the illustrations.  

Peace, joy and love to each of you!   

 

Keep your Advent Book in a place where you can remember to read part of it every day.  

 



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 

 
 

Advent Wreath - A simple advent wreath can be made or purchased. The circle of greenery sym-

bolizes everlasting life.  In churches, the four candles, one for each week in Advent, are the liturgical 

colors of deep blue or purple. Candles used at home can be of any color. Lighting the four candles 

progressively and lighting a large white Christ candle on Christmas Eve symbolizes the light of 

Christ coming out of the darkness. The Christ candle can be used throughout Christmastide 

through Epiphany on  January 6.   

 

Advent Calendar - Calendars with little windows to open, usually one for each day of December 

until Christmas Eve, are available at bookstores and card shops. They are a fun way to keep track of 

the time before Christmas. Your family can design and make your own calendar (or a paper chain 

with 24 links) with a picture and Bible verse for each day. 

 

Nativity Scene -  St. Francis of Assisi is credited with the idea of a live nativity in 1223.  A nativity 

scene which can be handled safely by children is a wonderful way to draw them into the drama of 

the Christmas story. Use it as you read or tell the Christmas story, and let children tell the story to 

you and each other or play quietly while imagining what the first Christmas must have been like. 

 

Christmas Tree Ornaments -  A Jesse tree is fun and meaningful, or you can make ornaments 

for your Christmas tree representing people of faith who lived before Jesus was born. Older chil-

dren enjoy researching ideas, but even young children can make symbols for their favorite Bible sto-

ries. You can use paper, cardboard, felt, clay, or other materials. 
Here are a few examples: 
 

 Adam and Eve - apple 

 Noah - rainbow or ark 

 Moses - burning bush or stone tablets 

 David - lyre, sheep, crown 

 John the Baptist - seashell 

 Mary - rose, lily, heart 

 Joseph - carpenter's square, hammer, saw 

 Jesus - manger, star, angels, cross 

 

Twelve Days of Christmas - In many families, Christmas is celebrated throughout the church 

season of Christmastide, the twelve days between Christmas and Epiphany. Some families hide tiny 

gifts to be found and opened each day. Twelve small gifts with a number on each package can be 

tied to the Christmas tree or left beneath it. On Epiphany, you can enjoy a king's cake as you read 

about the wise men visiting Jesus. 

 

Special Advent and Christmas Events - Participate in seasonal church celebrations, and invite 

your family and friends. Some of the highlights at St. Paul’s include a Giving Tree to collect toys, 

food and clothing for the Emergency Aid Coalition; the Alternative Gift Market for holiday shop-

ping; Sights, Sounds & Smells of Christmas, a family favorite for generations; the beautiful Children’s 
Candlelight Service; and five Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. See you at church!  

 

      Merry Christmas! 



 FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT 
 

Light one candle, Christ is coming;  

Christ, the HOPE of the world. 
Light one candle, Christ is coming; 

Christ is coming soon!   
 

Nov. 27   1st Sunday of Advent 

Attend a worship service and look for signs of the new church season: Advent candles, blue 

altar cloths and stoles, and an Advent banner. Sing and listen to special Advent music and 

scripture readings. At home, make an Advent wreath or simply light one candle each day this 

week, the candle of HOPE. The light reminds us that Jesus came to the world to bring light 

and hope for all the people.  Read Psalm 122:1.  

         I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

Join hands to make a circle of love and give thanks to God for sending Jesus to the world  

to be a light for all people.  

 
Nov. 28 Monday 

Start a scrapbook, box or basket to collect Advent and Christmas memories. Each member of 

the family can add mementos, brief descriptions of events and traditions, names of guests, 

ticket stubs or programs from special events, photos, children's art work, family projects, and 

gifts and blessings given and received. Reflect on past Advent and Christmas celebrations and 

plan to repeat the traditions that have become important to your family.   

Light a candle and read Isaiah 2:5.  Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 

Nov. 29 Tuesday 

Read Isaiah 2:3.  Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the moun-

tain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and 

that we may walk in his paths.” 

Think of all the people who help you grow in God’s way. Make cards for your teachers at 

school or Sunday School, or draw pictures for family members or others who care for you. 

 

Nov. 30 Wednesday 

 Read Matthew 24:42, 44.  Jesus said “Keep awake, for you do not know on what day 

your Lord is coming. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming  

 at an unexpected hour.” 

 Prophets told about a Messiah who would come one day, but the people of Israel waited  

 hundreds of years for the promised one to be born. How many days do you have to wait 

 until Christmas? Have fun decorating your house or bedroom for the holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 





Dec. 1 Thursday 

Read 2 Peter 3:8-9, 14.  But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord  

one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is  

not slow about his promise. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, 

strive to be found by him at peace. 

Christmas still seems rather far away, and waiting takes patience. Plan some ways your family 

can spend happy hours together while getting ready for Christmas, and schedule them on your 
calendar. Gather your favorite Christmas storybooks in a special place so you can read them 

while you’re waiting.  

 

Dec. 2 Friday 

 Read Romans 13:12.  The night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 

works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 

 If it’s a clear night try to find the constellation Orion. Look for three bright stars in a row.   

 Do you have Christmas ornaments shaped like stars? Make your own ornament that reminds 

you of God’s creation. 
 

Dec. 3 Saturday 

 Read John 1:6-9.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as  

 a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was 

not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens every-

one, was coming into the world. 

 Is your family already collecting food to share with people who are hungry? Do you have an 

out-grown coat or an extra blanket to share this winter? Say a prayer of thanks for all the 

blessings we enjoy.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 
 

Light two candles, Christ is coming; 

Christ the WAY of the world.   

Light two candles, Christ is coming;. 

Christ is coming soon! 

 

Dec. 4 2nd Sunday of Advent   Light two candles today and each day this week.  

 The second candle reminds us the Jesus came to show us the WAY to live in God’s love.  

Read Matthew 3:3. This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight.’” This is a story about John the Baptist, a messenger who baptized many people 

and helped prepare them for the coming of Jesus. Read more about John in a story Bible or in 

the first chapter of the gospel of Mark.   

Make a ‘giving list’ of the people to whom you plan to give a gift. Share God’s love today by  

giving someone a free gift - a smile, a hug, or a friendly word. 

 

Dec. 5 Monday 

Read Matthew 3:11. John the Baptist said, “I baptize you with water for repentance,  

but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me. He will baptize you with the  

Holy Spirit.” 
Baptism with water is a sign that we are loved by God and part of God’s family. When you use 

water today, remember how important is for every living thing. Share stories or photos of the 

baptism of someone in your family.  

 

Dec. 6  Tuesday 

 Read Isaiah 11:1. A shoot shall come from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow  

 out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him.  Jesse was the father of King David, 

and David was an ancestor of Joseph. Ask your grandparents or other relatives about  memories 

of their faith when they were children. Thank God for all the members of your family! 

 

Dec. 7 Wednesday 

 Read Isaiah 11:6.  The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 

kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.   

                The coming of Jesus would make unexpected things happen! Read a Christmas legend about  

 animals. Pray for peace in your family and in the world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Dec. 8 Thursday 

 Read Romans 15:5-7.  May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 

live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you 

may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one 

another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

 Surprise someone with an unexpected act of kindness or hospitality. Show appreciation to 

your family for the special ways they care for you. 
 “Dear God, we thank you for your overflowing love for each of us and for the love we share in 

our family. Help us shine out your amazing love to others and brighten our world. Amen.“ 

 

Dec. 9 Friday 

Read Psalm 72:18-19.   

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. Blessed be his 

glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen. 

Go outside and enjoy the gifts of nature—a stone, feather, leaf, flower, a bird or a squirrel.  

Gifts are signs of love. God gave us a beautiful earth and the most special gift of all, Jesus.  

What does this tell you about God’s love for you? 

 

Dec. 10 Saturday 

 Read Romans 15:13.  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace so that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 Choose some food to share with hungry people, and take it to church tomorrow. 

 “Dear God, we are so busy and excited about our celebration of Christmas. Help us to be 

cheerful and patient while we wait. Give us the kind of joy that fills our hearts and must be 

shared with others. Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 





 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 
 

Light three candles, Christ is coming;  

Christ, the JOY of the world. 

Light three candles, Christ is coming; 

Christ is coming soon! 

 

Dec. 11 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 Light three candles today and each day this week. The third candle is for JOY! 

 In the first chapter of the gospel according to Luke are the stories of the birth of John the  

 Baptist and the visit from an angel to tell Mary that she would have a son. When Mary heard 

that God had chosen her to have this special baby, she sang a song of rejoicing. It is called the 

“Magnificat” because she proclaims the greatness of God (or ‘magnifies’ God).   

 Read the words of her song in Luke 1:46-55. 

      “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

       for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

       for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.   

       His mercy is for those who fear him, from generation to generation.   

  He has shown strength with his arm;   

       he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

  He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly. 

  He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.   
  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  

       according to the promise he made to our ancestors,  

       to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 Make up your own “Magnificat” telling why you think God is great - use words, music or art. 

 

Dec. 12 Monday 

Read James 5:7-8.  Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.  The 

farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives 

the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 

coming for the Lord is near. 

Think of some things worth waiting for: bread dough to rise, a cake to bake, a birthday to ar-

rive, grandparents to visit, a baby to be born or adopted. Plant a bulb or some seeds in a flow-

er pot, add water, and watch for a seedling to sprout. Maybe you’ll have a new plant or flowers 

to enjoy in the new year.  

 

Dec. 13 Tuesday 

 Read Matthew 11:2-5.  When John (the Baptist) heard in prison what the Messiah was 

doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come 

or are we to wait for another?”  Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 

and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.” 

 Jesus said that his actions would show that he was the long-expected Messiah. How do our ac-

tions show that we are followers of Jesus? Make some cards or art (like the pictures in this 

booklet) to share the good news of Jesus’ love.  

 





Dec. 14 Wednesday  

Read Isaiah 35:5-8.  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the  

deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 

sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;  

the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. A high-

way shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way. 

The prophet Isaiah lived more than 700 years before Jesus was born, yet he knew how the 
coming of the Messiah would change the world. Compare his dream with the acts and mira-

cles of Jesus in Matthew 11:4-5 (from yesterday’s reading). 

 

Dec. 15 Thursday 

 Read Isaiah 35:1-4.  The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall re-

joice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 

singing. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the 

weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come and save you.” 

 Choose a favorite Christmas carol. Read the words together and figure out what they mean, 

then listen to the song and sing along.    

 

Dec. 16 Friday 

 Read Matthew 1:20-23.  An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child is from 

the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call 

him Emmanuel,” which means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 

as the angel of the Lord commanded him. 

 All children are gifts from God who planned for us to be loved and cared for by our families. 

 Mary and Joseph had to take a long trip just before Jesus was born. Find out how your parents 

got ready for you to join the family? 

 

Dec. 17 Saturday 

 Read Romans 1:7.   

     Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 The apostle Paul spread the news about Jesus to many faraway places. He wrote letters to 

some of the churches that he started, encouraging his friends there to keep their faith.  

 At St. Paul’s, our church family shares similar words at worship. We listen and then respond:
  Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.  

    Grace and peace to you also. 

   The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

    And also with you.  

 Share these words with your family at home, and feel God’s love!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 
 

Light four candles, Christ is coming; 

Christ, the PEACE of the world. 

Light four candles, Christ is coming; 

Christ is coming soon! 

 

Dec. 18 4th Sunday of Advent 

 Light all four Advent candles; the fourth candle is for PEACE.  Read Isaiah 7:14.   

 The Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 

a son, and shall name him Emmanuel (which means “God is with us”). 

 Ask about the meaning of your name and why your parents chose it. What feelings did your 

family have when they found out that you were going to be born or adopted? 

 

Dec. 19 Monday 

 Read Isaiah 52:7-10. 

 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”  

 All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 Look at the Christmas cards you have received, and read the messages in them.  

 Pray for the people who have sent love and greetings to you at Christmas.  

 

Dec. 20 Tuesday 

 Read Psalm 80:2b-3, 18-19.  
  Stir up your might, and come to save us!   

  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.   

  Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name.   

  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

       It’s nearly Christmas! Are you almost ready?  If you have a nativity scene in your house,  

       arrange the figures as you like. Some people like to wait until Christmas Eve to put baby  

       Jesus in the manger.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Dec. 21 Wednesday 

 Read Psalm 96:1-4.   

  O sing to the Lord a new song;  

       sing to the Lord, all the earth.   

  Sing to the Lord, bless his name;  

       tell of his salvation from day to day.   

  Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples.   
  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 

      Today is the winter solstice, the longest night and shortest day of the year. Turn out the  

      lights in your home, and let the candlelight shine on your faces. Play or sing favorite Christmas 

      carols by your twinkling Christmas tree.  

 

 Dec. 22  Thursday 

 Read  John 1:9. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

 To all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children  

 of God. 

      Read about how Christians celebrate Christmas in other countries around the world.   

      Practice saying “Merry Christmas” in another language. 

 

Dec. 23    Friday 

 Read Luke 2:1-5. In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 

was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,  

 because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered 

with Mary, who was expecting a child.   

 Jesus was born in Bethlehem as the prophets had already foretold. In those days, it seemed like a 

long way to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Find these two towns on a map. Take a walk 

around your neighborhood, and imagine what it might have been like travel like Mary and Joseph, 

walking or riding on a donkey. Sing or listen to “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve 

Light all four Advent candles for the last time. In the evening, light a large white Christ candle 

which reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world. Read the Christmas story in Luke 2:1-20. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be regis-

tered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  

All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 

the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was en-

gaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 

cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”   
 

And suddenly there was with the angel of multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 
 

      Sing “Silent Night” while the Christ candle shines brightly. Place baby Jesus in your nativity scene,    

                and re-tell the story using all the figures. When you snuggle into your own cozy bed, think of  

      Jesus in his little manger bed. Sweet dreams and Merry Christmas!     

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

Dec. 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 

 Light the Christ candle. Read John 1:1-5, 14, 16.  In the beginning was the Word, and  
 the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.   

 All things came into being through him. In him was life, and the life was the light of  

 the people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.   

 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace. 

 Sing “Joy to the World!” Thank God for all the blessings you have received during Advent  

 and on this holy day. Merry Christmas! 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Dec. 26  Monday 

Light the Christ candle today and all the 12 days of Christmas through Epiphany, January 6.  

Read Hebrews 1:1-3.  Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 

ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son. He is the 

reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains 

all things by his powerful word. 

Look at your reflection in a mirror. Wonder together how it would have been to look at 
the infant Jesus like the shepherds who ran to the manger.    

 

Dec. 27 Tuesday 

 Read the story of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Egypt to save Jesus’ life in Matthew 2:13-

15, 19-23.  An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, 

take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the 

child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death 

of Herod. 

 Joseph was faithful in taking care of baby Jesus and keeping him safe. Look on a map to see 

how far Joseph and Mary had to travel to get to Egypt. Look at some pictures of yourself as 

a baby. Hear a story about how special you were to your family—and still are! 

 

Dec. 28 Wednesday 

 Read Isaiah 9:2b, 6.  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.  For a child  

 has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 Imagine trying to find your way in the dark without a flashlight. Jesus is like a light showing 

us the best way to live. Take a walk around your neighborhood while Christmas lights are 

shining.  

 

Dec. 29  Thursday 

 Read Isaiah 63:7.  I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy  

 acts of the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us, according to the  

 abundance of his steadfast love. 

 Say thank you to your family members and write or draw thank-you notes for the Christ-

mas gifts you have been enjoying this week. Say a prayer of thanks to God for the amazing 

gift of Jesus. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Dec. 30 Friday 

 Read Psalm 148. 

 Praise the Lord! 

 Praise the Lord from the heavens;  

      praise him in the heights! 

 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 

 Praise him, sun and moon; praise him all you shining stars! 
 Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

 Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 

 He established them forever and ever;  

      he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 

 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,  

      fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

 Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

      wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

 Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

 Young men and women alike, old and young together! 

 Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted;  

      his glory is above earth and heaven. 

 Praise the Lord! 

 Use your imagination and creativity to make a picture or sculpture to illustrate this psalm.  

 All creation praises the Lord! This weekend, make a feeding station for birds by stringing plain 

popcorn, cereal, or pieces of fruit, or insert the treats in a pinecone; hang on a tree or fence.  

 

Dec. 31 Saturday, New Year’s Eve 

 Read Revelation 1:8.  “I am the Alpha and the Omega (the beginning and the end),” 

says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

 Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet (like A and Z in English) 

and mean “the beginning and the end.” Talk about the year that is ending today and the special 

times you shared together.    

 “Dear God, as this year is ending and a new one is beginning, we know you are with us every 

day, now and always. Thank you for your never-ending love. Amen.” 

 

Jan. 1 Sunday, New Year’s Day 

 Read Matthew 25:31-46.  “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the king-

dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 

me, I was in prison and you visited me. Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 

least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 

 Make some New Year’s resolutions to help you stay close to God and follow Jesus. 

 “Dear God, we thank you for this special season, for the time we spend together reading your 

word, and for all the blessings we have received. Be with us in this New Year and help us fol-

low the ways that Jesus teaches us. Amen.”  

 

 





Jan. 2 Monday 

 Read Psalm 8:1, 3-5, 9. 

 O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 You have set your glory above the heavens. 

 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,  

    the moon and the stars that you have established;  

    what are human beings that you are mindful of them,  

    mortals that you care for them? 

 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,  

    and crowned them with glory and honor. 

 O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 Look for stars—in the sky, inside an apple, in a poinsettia, or other places in nature.  Make star 

treats such as cookies, apples cut in half crosswise, star fruit, or sandwiches cut with a cookie  

 cutter. Think about the wise men studying the same stars that are in our sky! 

 
Jan. 3 Tuesday 

 Read Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 3:5-6, 8-12.  In former generations this mystery of 

Christ was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles 

and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 

same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Although I am the 

very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of 

the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things. This was in accordance with the eternal pur-

pose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in 

boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

 Paul traveled far and wide to share the story of Jesus’ love with all kinds of people. There are so 

many things about God that we cannot understand, but we know that God loves every person  

 and listens when we pray. Hold hands and say the Lord’s Prayer together. 

      

Jan. 4 Wednesday  

                 Psalm 72: 1, 10-11. 

      Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. 

      May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute; 

     may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts. 

      May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service. 

 The wise men were ‘overwhelmed with joy’ when the star led them to the place where Jesus was. 

The Twelve Days of Christmas are almost over, but God’s love shines bright all year. When it  

 gets dark, play some games with a flashlight or make shadows on the wall.   

  

Jan. 5       Thursday 

     Read Isaiah 60:1, 3, 6b.   

 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 In some countries, tonight is celebrated as Twelfth Night, and children receive gifts from the 
Three Kings (instead of from Santa Claus on Dec. 25).  A Kings’ Cake is a fun celebration; a tiny 

baby is hidden inside the cake, and one lucky person finds it! Place in your memory book or box 

anything special about his Christmas that you would like to remember. 





      EPIPHANY 
 

Jan. 6 Epiphany of the Lord  

 The word Epiphany means “to show” and celebrates the sending of Christ to the world.   

 Light the Christ candle one last time and read about the journey of the wise men to find Jesus, 

from Matthew 2:1-12.  In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 

him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 

has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shep-

herd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 

them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, say-

ing, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 

so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; 

and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they of-

fered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.     

          “Dear God, as you guided the wise men to the infant Jesus by a star, guide us as we seek to fol-

low Jesus all our lives. Bless our family as we grow together in faith and love. Amen.” 

           Celebrate Epiphany with a feast, crowns, candles, kings’ cake!  



Make your own art on this page! 



 

  

27 
1st Sunday of Advent 
   Isaiah 2:1-5 
   Psalm 122 
   Romans 13:11-14 
   Matthew 24:36-44 

 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 

Communion  
Service 12:15 

1 2 3 
   Kid’s Day Out  
    10:00 - 3:00 

4 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
   Isaiah 11:1-10 
   Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
   Romans 15:4-13 
   Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Alternative Gift Market   
  Advent Service of  
Lessons & Carols  6:00  

5 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 

Communion  
Service 12:15 

8 9 10 
 
   Kid’s Day Out  
    10:00 - 3:00 

11 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
   Isaiah 35:1-10 
   Luke 1:47-55  
   James 5:7-10 
   Matthew 11:2-11  
Sights, Sounds & Smells    
     of Christmas   
    4:00 - 6:00 pm  

12 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

Communion  
Service 12:15 

15 16 17 
Rehearsal for  
Children’s Candlelight 
        10:00 am  
 
Journey to Bethlehem     
    Labyrinth Walk  
        (morning) 

18 
4th Sunday of Advent 
   Isaiah 7:10-16 
   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
   Romans 1:1-7 
   Matthew 1:18-25 
 

4:30 pm  Children’s 
Candlelight Service 

 
    

19 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21   
 
 

Communion  
Service 12:15 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
Christmas Eve 
   Isaiah 9:2-7 
   Psalm 96 
   Titus 2:11-14 
   Luke 2:1-10 
  

5 Candlelight Services:  
   

Communion at Noon 
Lessons & Carols 
    4:00 and 6:00 
Communion 8:00 
Bilingual  10:00 p.m. 

25 
Christmas Day 
   Isaiah 52:7-10 
   Psalm 98 
   Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 
   John 1:1-14 
 
 

    Worship Service 
        11:00 am 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 
 

Communion  
Service 12:15 

29 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
 

31 
 
   New Year’s Eve 

1  New Year’s Day 
     Psalm 8 
     Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
     Revelation 21:1-6a 
     Matthew 25:31-46 

Worship Service 11:00 
   Epiphany Sunday 
    Isaiah 60:1-6 
    Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
    Ephesians 3:1-12 
    Matthew 2:1-12  
Epiphany Festival  
next Sunday, Jan. 8    
(during Sunday School) 
 

2 3 4 
 
 

Communion  
Service 12:15 

5 6 
 

Epiphany   
of the Lord 

 
 
 
 

Epiphany Service  
of Evening Prayer 

7:30 p.m. 

7 

  Sun     Mon    Tue Wed Thu               Fri Sat 

December 2016 

January 2017 


