
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 11, 2019, at 9:45 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY        Sonata No. 6, Op. 65: Finale Felix Mendelssohn

WELCOME

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 139         “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Lobe den Herren

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are 
right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according 
to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Listen for the word that God has spoken
Speak, Lord, to our speaking,
Speak, Lord, to our listening,
Speak, Lord, to our soul’s deep understanding. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 1:1, 10-20

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem 
in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching of our 
God, you people of Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says 
the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I 
do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.

When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Tram-
ple my courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to 
me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation – I cannot endure solemn 
assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul 
hates; they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them. When you 
stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many 
prayers. I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make your-
selves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 
learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for 
the widow.

And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray.

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND BLESSING OF THE CUP

We break this bread, remembering the divisions of the world.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread remembering the disunity of the church.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread, remembering the fragmentation of our lives.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

FRACTION ANTHEM 
The Antiphon is introduced by the cantor and repeated by all.

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
Antiphon  

All are invited to share in Holy Communion, coming by the center aisle and returning 
by the side aisles. Gluten free elements are available at the center stations. If you cannot 
come to the chancel, please notify an usher. 

ANTHEM “Tantum Ergo” Maurice Duruflé
Tantum ergo sacramentum Therefore so great a Sacrament
veneremur cernui, let us fall down and worship,
et antiquum documentum and let the old law
novo cedat ritui; give way to a new rite,
praestet fides supplementum and let faith stand forward
sensuum defectui. to make good the defects of sense.
Genitori Genitoque To the Father and the Son
laus et iubilatio, be praise and joy,
salus, honor, virtus quoque health, honour and virtue
sit et benedictio; and blessing,
procedenti ab utroque and to him proceeding from both
compar sit laudatio. Amen. be equal praise. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we commit ourselves to a life in which the glamour 
of evil is renounced, a life in which we give ourselves to God’s service, a life of 
love. Amen.

All stand. 

HYMN 577    “God of Grace and God of Glory” Cwm Rhondda

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY  “Nun danket alle Gott,” Op. 65, No. 59 Sigfrid Karg-Elert

  Lay Reader
Elizabeth Hawkins

  Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God in celebration and appreciation 

of Ellen Edwards and her many years of service to St. Paul’s.

Today at St. Paul’s 
EAC’s Back to School Essentials Needed! Donate new children’s socks and underwear 

for EAC (Emergency Aid Coalition) families to help them prepare for back to school. 
Collection bins will be located in Narthex and Jones building through Sunday, Aug. 18.

Children’s Choir Registration, today and August 18 in the Jones Building lobby or 
by visiting www.stpaulshouston.org/childrenschoirs.

Church Council Meeting, 12:15 pm in S-312.

This Week & Upcoming at St. Paul’s 
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast led by Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald, Wednesdays 

at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.
Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson.
Know Your Rights: An Immigration Workshop for Citizens and Allies, Thursday, 

August 15, at 6 pm at the Magnolia Multi-Service Center, 7037 Capitol Street, 
Houston. RSVP at www.eastendcollaborative.org/knowyourrights. For more 
information, contact Rev. Paul Richards-Kuan, prichards-kuan@stpaulshouston.org.

Her | meneutics Bible Study for Women, Thursday, August 15, at 6:30 pm or Saturday, 
August 24, at 9:30 am. 

“Advice We Wish We’d Taken! The Proverbial Wisdom of the Bible,” Friday, August 
16, at  7:30 pm. A free Perkins Houston Lay School of Theology lecture by Dr. Alyce 
McKenzie. www.smu.edu/HLSAugust2019

“Wise Up! Four Biblical Virtues for Navigating Life,” Saturday, August 17, at 9 am.  
A fee-paid Perkins Houston Lay School of Theology lecture by Dr. Alyce McKenzie. 
www.smu.edu/HLSAugust2019

Exploring St. Paul’s, Sunday, August 18, 9:45 or 11:05 am in the Parlor (choose at 
time). Visitors and new members are invited to come find out ways to connect, 
serve, worship, and learn in the St. Paul’s community.

Divorce Care Healing Art Circle, Sunday, August 18, at 11:05 am in S-300. 
Retirement Reception in Honor of Ellen Edwards, Sunday, August 18, at 12:15 pm 

in Fondren Hall.
“A People’s History of Houston” Speaker Series by projectCURATE, Thursday, 

August 22, at 6:30 pm at Museum of Fine Arts Houston, with Maco Faniel, MA, 
local historian and author of Hip Hop in Houston. For more information about 
upcoming gatherings, visit www.projectcurate.org.

Celebration Sunday and Locomotion Promotion, Sunday, August 25. 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald, Senior Minister

Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Senior Associate Minister
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

Share your generosity with St. Paul’s by texting “stpaulshouston” to 77977. 
Your donation supports the ministry and mission efforts of the church.

Worship at St. Paul’s
Sunday Morning: 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 am in the Sanctuary

Wednesday Communion Service: 12:15 pm in the Parlor (temporary location)
Fe y Esperanza: First Sundays at 5 pm in the Chapel

Celebration Sunday
Sunday, August 25 at 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 am

Special music including Ralph Vaughan Williams’ “O Clap Your Hands”
sung by St. Paul’s Choir with brass ensemble. 

Generously underwritten by St. Paul’s Chamber Music Society..

Sonata No. 6, Op. 65: Finale by Felix Mendelssohn.



Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like 
wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you 
refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 50:1-8, 23-24
The Antiphon is introduced by the cantor and then repeated by all. 

 

The Lord, the God of gods has spoken; he has called the earth from the rising of 
the sun to its setting.

Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God reveals himself in glory.
Our God will come and will not keep silence; before him there is a consuming flame, 

and round about him a raging storm.
He calls the heavens and the earth from above to witness the judgment of his people.
“Gather before me my loyal followers, those who have made a covenant with me 

and sealed it with sacrifice.”

Antiphon

Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; for God himself is judge.
Hear, O my people, and I will speak: “O Israel I will bear witness against you; for I 

am God, your God.
I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; your offerings are always before me.
Consider this well, you who forget God, lest I rend you and there be none to deliver 

you.
Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; but to those who keep 

in my way will I show the salvation of God.”

Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 
things that are not visible.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith 
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living 
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For 
he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old – and 
Sarah herself was barren – because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, 
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.”

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they 
are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left 
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand.

HYMN 463    “Lord, Speak to Me” Canonbury

GOSPEL  Luke 12:32-40

Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make 
purses for yourselves that do not wear out, and unfailing treasure in heaven, where 
no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 

“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door 
for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit 
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the 
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All sit. The congregation joins in saying Psalm 19:14.

Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON     “The Biggest Risk” Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
During each petition, a time of silent meditation is held. Each petition concludes with:

Lord, in your loving grace,  
Make us instruments of your peace.

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. Let us pray.

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 
have done, and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we 
have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory be to God. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card, or on the St. Paul’s app, and share any 
prayer requests you may have on the opposite side of the card. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, or just 
want to find out more about what it means to be a United Methodist Christian, please 
join us at the next New Member Connection on September 15.

OFFERING    “God Be in My Head” Andrew Carter

God be in my head and in my understanding,
God be in mine eyes and in my looking,
God be in my mouth and in my speaking,
God be in my heart and in my thinking,
God be at mine end and at my departing.

The congregation stands when the acolytes come forward to present the elements.

DOXOLOGY (sung by all)   Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!  We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is with joy and wonder that we give thanks to you, O God our Creator, who paid 
the ultimate price for your people. You gave hope when all hope had gone, life 
when loss seemed overwhelming, and embraced the dark night of our despair. In 
the company of the heavenly host, joining our voices with the angels we praise you 
God as we sing:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS, Hymn 23 (sung by all)  Carlton Young
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation sits.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He was born in Bethlehem, and 
from the moment of his birth he became a victim. As a child-refugee he watched 
the cruelty of the world. He was the suffering servant, the lamb to the slaughter, 
the scapegoat of those he came to save. Those around him fled as he was murdered 
before the masses. 

Disturbing and confounding our expectations, your Son Jesus Christ rose from the 
grave and gave us the promise of eternal life, where all iniquity and injustice will be 
banished, where suffering and servility will be stripped away, where we will truly 
be happy, at peace, and at one with you. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus shared bread and wine with 
his friends. Breaking the bread he said, “This is my body, receive it in remembrance 
of me.” In the same way, after the last supper he poured wine and said, “This is my 
blood, receive it in remembrance of me.”

So, gracious God, we gladly say:

Goodness is stronger than evil. Love is stronger than hate.
Light is stronger than darkness. Truth is stronger than lies.

Pour out your spirit on this community and these gifts. We pray with confidence 
that the bread and wine that we have offered here will be to us the body and blood 
of Christ. By your spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
kinship with all the world. Through your Son Jesus Christ and with the Holy Spirit, 
we exalt you O God, our source of liberation and light. Amen.


