
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 21, 2019 at 9:45 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY        “Petit Prélude” Joseph Jongen

WELCOME

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 166         “All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine” Sine Nomine

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask 
and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully 
give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness 
we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

All sit.

The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Listen for the word that God has spoken
Speak, Lord, to our speaking,
Speak, Lord, to our listening,
Speak, Lord, to our soul’s deep understanding. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Amos 8:1-12

This is what the Lord God showed me – a basket of summer fruit. He said, 
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then the Lord 
said to me, “The end has come upon my people Israel; I will never again pass them 
by. The songs of the temple shall become wailings in that day,” says the Lord God; 
“The dead bodies shall be many, cast out in every place. Be silent!”

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the 
land, saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the 
sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the 
shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances, buying the poor for silver and 
the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

Pour out your spirit on this community and these gifts. We pray with confidence 
that the bread and wine that we have offered here will be to us the body and blood 
of Christ. By your spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
kinship with all the world. Through your Son Jesus Christ and with the Holy Spirit, 
we exalt you O God, our source of liberation and light. Amen.

And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray.

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND BLESSING OF THE CUP

We break this bread, remembering the divisions of the world.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread remembering the disunity of the church.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread, remembering the fragmentation of our lives.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

FRACTION ANTHEM 
The Antiphon is introduced by the cantor and repeated by all.

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
Antiphon  

All are invited to share in Holy Communion, coming by the center aisle and returning 
by the side aisles. Gluten free elements are available at the center stations. If you cannot 
come to the chancel, please notify an usher. 

ANTHEM “Locus Iste”  Anton Bruckner
Locus iste a Deo factus est, This place was made by God,
inaestimabile sacramentum, a priceless sacrament;
irreprehensibilis est. it is without reproach. 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we commit ourselves to a life in which the glamour 
of evil is renounced, a life in which we give ourselves to God’s service, a life of 
love. Amen.

All stand. 

HYMN 670    “Go Forth For God” Geneva 124

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY  Allegro maestoso, Felix Mendelssohn
 from Sonata No. 2 in C

  Lay Reader
Jennifer Dewhirst

  New Members
We welcome Chris, Sunny, and Charlotte Betts, and Lenee McDonald into the St. 

Paul’s family. 

Today at St. Paul’s 
Exploring St. Paul’s, 11:05 am in the Parlor (please select a time). All guests and new 

members are invited to attend.
Divorce Care Healing Art Circle, 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 3rd Sundays)
The Art of Healing Art Show Opening at 12:15 pm, in S-300.
VBS Volunteer Luncheon, 12:15 pm in the Jones Building basement.
Youth Attend Astros Game: Youth are asked to meet at 12:15 pm in the Youth Center 

to travel together to the game.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast led by Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald, Wednesdays 

at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.
Al-Anon, Wednesdays at noon in Abraham Station.
Healing Circle for Grief and Loss, Wednesday, July 24, at 6 pm at 1100 Milford Street 

(off-site location due to construction). Facilitated by Kat Denton and Nanette Saha. 
For more information, contact Kat Denton, kat@stpaulshouston.org. (Also Aug. 7, 
21, Sept. 4 and 11) 

Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson.
Youth Service Day/Friday Flick, Friday, July 26. Youth are invited to meet at the church 

at 9 am for a service project followed by lunch and a movie.
Her | meneutics Bible Study for Women, Saturday at 9:30 am, July 27 or Thursday, 

August 1, at 6:30 pm. For all women committed to maturing spiritually and 
cultivating a network of support and belonging. For more information, krichards-
kuan@stpaulshouston.org. (Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays and 2nd and 4th Saturdays)

Upcoming 
Me Too Circle (Women only), Sunday, July 28, at 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 4th Sundays)
VBS Volunteer Luncheon, Sunday, July 28, at 12:15 pm in the Jones Building basement.
Vacation Bible School, July 28-August 1, for children ages 4-years through those who 

have finished 5th grade. For more information, visit www.stpaulshouston.org/vbs.
Sugar Land Sisters, Thursday, August 1, at 8:30 am. For location and more information, 

email leatherwoodjl@aol.com
Water Park Fun for the Family, Friday, August 2, from 10 am-5 pm at Schlitterbahn 

Galveston. To reserve your space or for more information, email oksana@
stpaulshouston.org. RSVP by July 28.

Women’s Healing Art Circle, Sunday, August 4, at 11:05 am in S-300.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald, Senior Minister

Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Senior Associate Minister
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

The St. Paul’s family welcomes you as we worship God together.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in the Jones Building.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.
Please silence your cell phone.

Worship at St. Paul’s
Sunday Morning: 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 am in the Sanctuary

Wednesday Communion Service: 12:15 pm in the Parlor (temporary location)
Fe y Esperanza: First Sundays at 5 pm in the Chapel

Celebration Sunday
Sunday, August 25 at 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 am

Special music including Ralph Vaughan Williams’ “O Clap Your Hands”
sung by St. Paul’s Choir with brass ensemble. 

Generously underwritten by St. Paul’s Chamber Music Society.

Have you downloaded St. Paul’s new app? Using the app, you can 
easily check in to worship, listen to recent sermons, and discover ways 
to connect to the people and ministries of St. Paul’s. It’s free and new 
features are being added regularly.

Simply scan this QR code to get the app. Or send a text to the number 
77977 with the keyword “stpaulshouston app” as your message.



The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their 
deeds. Shall not the land tremble on this account, and everyone mourn who lives 
in it, and all of it rise like the Nile, and be tossed about and sink again, like the Nile 
of Egypt?

On that day, says the Lord God, I will make the sun go down at noon, and darken 
the earth in broad daylight. I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs 
into lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on all loins, and baldness on every head; I 
will make it like the mourning for an only son, and the end of it like a bitter day.

The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, when I will send a famine on the 
land; not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the 
Lord. They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to 
and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, but they shall not find it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 52
The Antiphon is introduced by the cantor and then repeated by all. 

 

You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness against the godly all day long?
You plot ruin; your tongue is like a sharpened razor, O worker of deception.
You love evil more than good and lying more than speaking the truth.
You love all words that hurt, O you deceitful tongue.

Antiphon

Oh that God would demolish you utterly, topple you, and snatch your from your 
dwelling, and root you out of the land of the living!

The righteous shall see and tremble, and they shall laugh at him saying,
“This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, but trusted in great wealth and 

relied upon wickedness.”
But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the mercy of God for 

ever and ever.
I will give you thanks for what you have done and declare the goodness of your 

Name in the presence of the godly.

Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Colossians 1:15-28

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for 
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers – all things have been created 
through him and for him.  He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross.

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 
now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and 
blameless and irreproachable before him – provided that you continue securely 
established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised 
by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I 
became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to 
make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout 
the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. To them God 

chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of 
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, 
warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand.

HYMN 451    “Be Thou My Vision” Slane

GOSPEL  Luke 10:38-42

Now as Jesus and his disciples went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village, 
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister 
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But 
Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do 
you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then 
to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the 
better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All sit. The congregation joins in saying Psalm 19:14.

Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON     “What Is Necessary” Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
During each petition, a time of silent meditation is held. Each petition concludes with:

Lord, in your loving grace,  
Make us instruments of your peace.

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. Let us pray.

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 
have done, and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we 
have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory be to God. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card, or on the St. Paul’s app, and share any 
prayer requests you may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become 
a member of St. Paul’s Church, please contact a member of our clergy to learn more.

OFFERING    “O For a Closer Walk with God” arr. Antony Baldwin

O for a closer walk with God, a calm and heavenly frame,
A light to shine upon the road that leads me to the Lamb.

Return, O Holy Dove, return, sweet messenger of rest,
I hate the sins that made thee mourn and drove thee from my breast.

So shall my walk be close with God, serene my frame;
So purer light shall mark the road that leads me to the Lamb.

The congregation stands when the acolytes come forward to present the elements.

DOXOLOGY (sung by all)   Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!  We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is with joy and wonder that we give thanks to you, O God our Creator, who paid 
the ultimate price for your people. You gave hope when all hope had gone, life 
when loss seemed overwhelming, and embraced the dark night of our despair. In 
the company of the heavenly host, joining our voices with the angels we praise you 
God as we sing:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS, Hymn 23 (sung by all)  Carlton Young
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation sits.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He was born in Bethlehem, and 
from the moment of his birth he became a victim. As a child-refugee he watched 
the cruelty of the world. He was the suffering servant, the lamb to the slaughter, 
the scapegoat of those he came to save. Those around him fled as he was murdered 
before the masses. 

Disturbing and confounding our expectations, your Son Jesus Christ rose from the 
grave and gave us the promise of eternal life, where all iniquity and injustice will be 
banished, where suffering and servility will be stripped away, where we will truly 
be happy, at peace, and at one with you. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus shared bread and wine with 
his friends. Breaking the bread he said, “This is my body, receive it in remembrance 
of me.” In the same way, after the last supper he poured wine and said, “This is my 
blood, receive it in remembrance of me.”

So, gracious God, we gladly say:

Goodness is stronger than evil. Love is stronger than hate.
Light is stronger than darkness. Truth is stronger than lies.


