
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 19, 2019 at 8:30 and 11:05 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY        Trio on “Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr” Johann Sebastian Bach

INTROIT (11:05 am service)  Songs sung by Joyful Noise

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 545         “The Church’s One Foundation” Aurelia

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
 (11:05 am service)

 Melissa and Joe Burch
 present their daughter
 Quinn Chelsea Burch
 October 11, 2018

HYMN 610       “We Know That Christ Is Raised,” verse 2 Engelberg

We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
As living members of a living Christ. Alleluia!

After the child is baptized, the congregation responds in unison:

With God’s help, we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that 
Quinn Chelsea, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, 
and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

HYMN 610       “We Know That Christ Is Raised,” verse 3 Engelberg

A new creation comes to life and grows
As Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood.
The universe restored and whole will sing: Alleluia!

Lay Reader
Ron Restrepo (8:30 am) and Carole Hutchens (11:05 am)

 New Members
We welcome Kevin Thomas into the St. Paul’s family.

 Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God in celebration of the 40th 

wedding anniversary of Linda and Dickey Hall.

Today at St. Paul’s 
EAC (Emergency Aid Coalition) Hunger Does Not Take a Vacation Food Drive. 

Many school children receive their primary nutrition from school lunches, and during 
the summer, food options are less reliable and families are in need. Your donations 
will help the EAC stock their pantry shelves. Foods needed include: peanut butter, 
jelly, tuna, canned chicken, corn flakes, spaghetti sauce, beans, fruit juice, canned fruit, 
etc. You can place your donations in designated food barrels at Sanctuary entrances 
beginning today, or bring donations any time to the EAC located in Abraham Station 
between 9:30 am and 12:30 pm, Monday through Friday. 

Sunday School for All Ages, 9:45 am. For more information of classes available, please 
visit the Welcome Table on the Jones Plaza.

Exploring St. Paul’s, 9:45 or 11:05 am in the Parlor (please select a time). All new 
members or visitors are invited to attend.

Divorce Care Healing Art Circle, 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 3rd Sundays)
Legal Planning for Family Members with Special Needs, 12:15 pm in Fondren Lounge 

with guest speaker, Tonya Knauth, PLLC. 
VBS Planning Luncheon, 12:15 pm in J-005.
St. Paul’s Choral Scholars End-of-Year Concert, 4 pm in the Sanctuary. Reception 

following.
UMY Recreation Night in the Youth Center, 5 pm.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
Calumet Friends (Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting), Mondays at 7 pm in J-203.
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Brazos Bookstore Presents Celeste Ng, author of Little Fires Everywhere, Tuesday, 

May 21, at 7 pm in the St. Paul’s Sanctuary. For tickets and more information, visit 
www.brazosbookstore.com/celeste-ng-little-fires-everywhere.

Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at 7 am in Fondren Lounge 
with Rev. Tommy Williams.

Al-Anon, Wednesdays at noon in Abraham Station.
Diabetes Support Group, Wednesday, May 22, from 6-7 pm in J-202. Free and open 

to all. For questions, call Pam at 713-441-0001. (Meets 4th Wednesdays) 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Sunday Services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:05 am

5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004
713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax

Worship Leadership
Rev. Tommy Williams Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell Senior Associate Pastor
Rev. Nataly Negrete Fe y Esperanza Community
Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan Adult Faith Formation
Rev. Paul Richards-Kuan East End Missional Community
Rev. Andrew Wolfe Congregational Care
Rev. Dr. Bill Kerley Teaching Ministry
Christopher Betts Director of Music
Anna Teagarden Director of Children’s Music
Benjamin Kerswell Organ Scholar

Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara 
Robberson.

Women’s Healing Art Circle, Thursday May 23, 10 am, in S-300 (Meets 3rd and 4th 
Thursdays) 

Her | meneutics Bible Study for Women, Saturday, May 25, at 9:30 am. For all 
women committed to maturing spiritually and cultivating a network of support and 
belonging. For more information, krichards-kuan@stpaulshouston.org. (Meets 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays and 2nd and 4th Saturdays)

Texas Annual Conference, May 26-29, at the Hilton Americas, 1600 Lamar Street. For 
more information and a schedule, visit www.txcumc.org/tac2019.

Upcoming 
Me Too Circle (Women only), Sunday, May 26, at 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 4th 

Sundays)
Church Offices Closed for Memorial Day, Monday, May 27.
RSVP Deadline for Holy Land Pilgrimage with Rev. Andrew Wolfe, June 2. Visit 

www.gomegatravel.com/upcoming-tours for more information or to register.
Farewell Luncheon for Rev. Tommy Williams and the Williams Family, Sunday, 

June 2, at 12:15 pm in Fondren Hall. This family-friendly lunch will be a time of 
fellowship and expressing our gratitude and best wishes to Rev. Williams and his 
family. No RSVP required. More details: www.stpaulshouston.org/events/farewell

Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry, Sunday, June 2, at 1 pm, in Abraham Station. 
Contact Sari Frey at sari.r.frey@gmail.com. (Meets on 1st Sundays)

Amazing Parents, Amazing Kids, Sunday, June 9, 12:15 pm in J-204. A time of 
connection and mutual support for those whose children have developmental, 
emotional, medical, or learning differences. Bring your own lunch; childcare 
provided.  RSVP to hspaw@stpaulshouston.org. (Normally meets on 1st Sundays)

Congestive Heart Failure Support Group, Wednesday, June 12, 5:30 pm in J-202. Free 
and open to all. For info, call Wayne Brewer at 832-215-0456. (Meets 2nd Wednesdays)

RSCM Gulf Coast Summer Course, June 17-June 23, with guest clinician, Walden 
Moore.

Choral Eucharist, Sunday, June 23, at the 11:05 am service, sung by the choristers of 
the 2019 RSCM Gulf Coast Course. This service is a culmination of a week-long 
course focusing on sacred music, with works by Eleanor Daly, Elizabeth Poston, 
and Daniel Justin.

Border Mission Trip: July 16-20. St. Paul’s will be taking another mission team to 
McAllen, TX to serve immigrant families seeking asylum. We will help distribute 
clothing and toiletries, as well as prepare meals. Bilingual (Spanish/English) 
volunteers are greatly needed, but all volunteers are welcome! To learn more or to 
register go to www.stpaulshouston.org/border or contact Amy Taylor at ataylor@
stpaulshouston.org.

The St. Paul’s family welcomes you as we worship God together.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in the Jones Building.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.
Please silence your cell phone.

Share your generosity with St. Paul’s by texting “stpaulshouston” to 77977. 
Your donation supports the ministry and mission efforts of the church.

Worship at St. Paul’s
Sunday Morning: 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 am in the Sanctuary

Wednesday Communion Service: 12:15 pm in the Chapel
Fe y Esperanza: First Sundays at 5 pm in the Chapel

Evensong for Feast of the Ascension
Sunday, June 2 at 4 pm

Sung by the St. Paul’s Choir with music by Herbert Murrill and Orlando Gibbons.



The Ministry of the Word

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Open our hearts and minds, O God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, so that, 
as the Word is read and proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us 
this day. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 
had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the cir-
cumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men 
and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 
“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was some-
thing like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four cor-
ners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get 
up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or 
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened 
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment 
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The 
Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. 
These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told 
us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard 
this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even 
to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 148  Charles Stanford
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights.
Praise him, all you angels of his; praise him, all his host.
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the Name of the Lord; for he commanded, and they were created.
He made them stand fast for ever and ever; he gave them a law which shall not pass 

away.
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea-monsters and all deeps;
Fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing his will;
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
Wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and winged birds;
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
Young men and maidens, old and young together.
Let them praise the Name of the Lord, for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is 

over earth and heaven.
He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, the 

children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON Revelation 21:1-6

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Je-
rusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of 
God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be 
no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away.” 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he 
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn. During the hymn, children may come to the front of the 
sanctuary to be escorted to the Jones Building across the plaza for Children’s Church for 
the remainder of worship. 

HYMN 726      “O Holy City, Seen of John” Morning Song

GOSPEL  John 13:31-35

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer.  You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 
you, Where I am going, you cannot come. I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one an-
other.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in saying Psalm 19:14.

Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON     “God Is Making All Things New”  Rev. Tommy Williams

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING    “And I Saw A New Heaven” Edgar Bainton

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I, John, saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them and they shall be his people, and 
God himself shall be with them and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be anymore pain, for the former things are passed away.”

The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the offering.

DOXOLOGY Hymnal 94 (sung by all)   Lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

During the singing of the hymn, those who wish to unite with St. Paul’s Church are 
invited to come forward to the chancel for reception and recognition.

HYMN 318    “Christ Is Alive” Truro

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES        

VOLUNTARY  Sonata 4: Allegro con brio Felix Mendelssohn
 


