
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 19, 2019 at 9:45 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY        Trio on “Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr” Johann Sebastian Bach

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 545         “The Church’s One Foundation” Aurelia

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Listen for the word that God has spoken
Speak, Lord, to our speaking,
Speak, Lord, to our listening,
Speak, Lord, to our soul’s deep understanding. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 
had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the cir-
cumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men 
and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 
“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was some-
thing like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four cor-
ners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get 
up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or 
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened 
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment 
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The 
Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND BLESSING OF THE CUP

We break this bread, remembering the divisions of the world.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread remembering the disunity of the church.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread, remembering the fragmentation of our lives.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

AGNUS DEI (Sung by the Choir) William Mathias

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

All are invited to share in Holy Communion, coming by the center aisle and returning 
by the side aisles. Gluten free elements are available at the center stations. If you cannot 
come to the chancel, please notify an usher. 

ANTHEM “Remember Me”  Robert Lau
Take this bread, take this wine, remember me.
Eat this bread, drink this wine, remember me.
This is my body, broken for you, this is the blood I shed.
Take them, eat them, and feed on me in your heart.
Feed on me and remember me.
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Take his body, take his blood, remember me.

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given your-
self to us. Grant that we commit ourselves to a life in which the glamour of evil is 
renounced, a life in which we give ourselves to God’s service, a life of love. Amen.

All stand. Those who wish to unite with St. Paul’s Church are invited to come to the 
Chapel immediately following the service for reception and recognition.

HYMN 318    “Christ Is Alive” Truro

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY  Sonata 4: Allegro con brio Felix Mendelssohn

  Lay Readers
Elizabeth Hawkins

 New Members
We welcome Kevin Thomas into the St. Paul’s family.

 Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God in celebration of the 40th 

wedding anniversary of Linda and Dickey Hall.

Today at St. Paul’s 
EAC (Emergency Aid Coalition) Hunger Does Not Take a Vacation Food Drive. 

Foods needed include: peanut butter, jelly, tuna, canned chicken, corn flakes, spaghetti 
sauce, beans, fruit juice, canned fruit, etc. Place donations in designated food barrels at 
Sanctuary entrances beginning today, or bring donations any time to the EAC located 
in Abraham Station between 9:30 am and 12:30 pm, Monday through Friday. 

Exploring St. Paul’s, 11:05 am in the Parlor. All new members or visitors are invited.
Divorce Care Healing Art Circle, 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 3rd Sundays)
Legal Planning for Family Members with Special Needs, 12:15 pm in Fondren Lounge 

with guest speaker, Tonya Knauth, PLLC. 
VBS Planning Luncheon, 12:15 pm in J-005.
Choral Scholars End-of-Year Concert, 4 pm in the Sanctuary. Reception following.
UMY Recreation Night in the Youth Center, 5 pm.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Brazos Bookstore Presents Celeste Ng, author of Little Fires Everywhere, Tuesday, 

May 21, at 7 pm in the St. Paul’s Sanctuary. For tickets and more information, visit 
www.brazosbookstore.com/celeste-ng-little-fires-everywhere.

Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at 7 am in Fondren Lounge 
with Rev. Tommy Williams.

Diabetes Support Group, Wednesday, May 22, from 6-7 pm in J-202.  
Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson.
Women’s Healing Art Circle, Thursday May 23, 10 am, in S-300 (Meets 3rd & 4th Thursdays) 
Her | meneutics Bible Study for Women, Saturday, May 25, at 9:30 am. For more 

information, krichards-kuan@stpaulshouston.org. 
Texas Annual Conference, May 26-29, at the Hilton Americas, 1600 Lamar Street. For 

more information and a schedule, visit www.txcumc.org/tac2019.

Upcoming 
Me Too Circle (Women only), Sunday, May 26, at 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 4th Sundays)
Church Offices Closed for Memorial Day, Monday, May 27.
RSVP Deadline for Holy Land Pilgrimage with Rev. Andrew Wolfe, June 2. Visit 

www.gomegatravel.com/upcoming-tours for more information or to register.
Farewell Luncheon for Rev. Tommy Williams and the Williams Family, Sunday, 

June 2, at 12:15 pm in Fondren Hall. This family-friendly lunch will be a time of 
fellowship and expressing our gratitude and best wishes to Rev. Williams and his 
family. No RSVP required. More details: www.stpaulshouston.org/events/farewell

Border Mission Trip: July 16-20. St. Paul’s will be taking another mission team to 
McAllen, TX to serve immigrant families seeking asylum. We will help distribute 
clothing and toiletries, as well as prepare meals. Bilingual (Spanish/English) 
volunteers are greatly needed, but all volunteers are welcome! To learn more or to 
register go to www.stpaulshouston.org/border or contact Amy Taylor at ataylor@
stpaulshouston.org.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax
Dr. Matthew Russell ...................................................................................... Senior Associate Pastor

The St. Paul’s family welcomes you as we worship God together.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in the Jones Building.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.
Please silence your cell phone.

Worship at St. Paul’s
Sunday Morning: 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 am in the Sanctuary

Wednesday Communion Service: 12:15 pm in the Chapel
Fe y Esperanza: First Sundays at 5 pm in the Chapel

Evensong for Feast of the Ascension
Sunday, June 2 at 4 pm

Sung by the St. Paul’s Choir with music by Herbert Murrill and Orlando Gibbons.

Share your generosity with St. Paul’s by texting “stpaulshouston” to 77977. 
Your donation supports the ministry and mission efforts of the church.



These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told 
us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard 
this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even 
to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 148 
The antiphon is introduced by the choir and then sung by all.

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights.
Praise him, all you angels of his; praise him, all his host.
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the Name of the Lord; for he commanded, and they were created.
He made them stand fast for ever and ever; he gave them a law which shall not pass 

away.
Antiphon
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea-monsters and all deeps;
Fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing his will;
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
Wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and winged birds;
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
Young men and maidens, old and young together.
Let them praise the Name of the Lord, for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is 

over earth and heaven.
He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, the 

children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah!

Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Revelation 21:1-6

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Je-
rusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of 
God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be 
no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away.” 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he 
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand.

HYMN 726      “O Holy City, Seen of John” Morning Song

GOSPEL  John 13:31-35

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer.  You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 
you, Where I am going, you cannot come. I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one an-
other.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in saying Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON              Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan

Responses and Offerings

All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
During each petition, a time of silent meditation is held. Each petition concludes with:

Lord, in your loving grace,  
Make us instruments of your peace.

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. Let us pray.

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 
have done, and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we 
have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory be to God.  Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING    “Walk Together, Children” arr. Moses Hogan

There’s a great camp meeting. Lord, a great camp meeting in the promised land.
Oh, walk together, children, don’t you get weary, there’s a great camp meeting in the 

promised land.
Gonna walk and never tire, there’s a great camp meeting in the promised land.
Gonna sing and never tire, there’s a great camp meeting in the promised land.
Gonna shout and never tire, there’s a great camp meeting in the promised land.
There’s a great, yes, a great camp meeting in the promised land.      

The congregation stands when the acolytes come forward to present the elements.

DOXOLOGY Hymnal 94 (sung by all)   Lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!  We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is with joy and wonder that we give thanks to you, O God our Creator, who paid the 
ultimate price for your people. You gave hope when all hope had gone, life when loss 
seemed overwhelming, and embraced the dark night of our despair. In the company 
of the heavenly host, joining our voices with the angels we praise you God as we sing:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS, Hymn 25 (sung by all)  William Mathias
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation sits.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He was born in Bethlehem, and 
from the moment of his birth he became a victim. As a child-refugee he watched 
the cruelty of the world. He was the suffering servant, the lamb to the slaughter, 
the scapegoat of those he came to save. Those around him fled as he was murdered 
before the masses. 

Disturbing and confounding our expectations, your Son Jesus Christ rose from the 
grave and gave us the promise of eternal life, where all iniquity and injustice will be 
banished, where suffering and servility will be stripped away, where we will truly be 
happy, at peace, and at one with you. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus shared bread and wine with 
his friends. Breaking the bread he said, “This is my body, receive it in remembrance 
of me.” In the same way, after the last supper he poured wine and said, “This is my 
blood, receive it in remembrance of me.”

So, gracious God, we gladly say:

Goodness is stronger than evil. Love is stronger than hate.
Light is stronger than darkness. Truth is stronger than lies.

Pour out your spirit on this community and these gifts. We pray with confidence 
that the bread and wine that we have offered here will be to us the body and blood 
of Christ. By your spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
kinship with all the world. Through your Son Jesus Christ and with the Holy Spirit, 
we exalt you O God, our source of liberation and light. Amen.

And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray.

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)


