
Fifth Sunday of Pentecost
June 24, 2018, at 9:45 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY Sonata I, Op. 65: Adagio  Felix Mendelssohn

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 181         “Ye Servants of God” Hanover

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you 
never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation 
of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Listen for the word that God has spoken
Speak, Lord, to our speaking,
Speak, Lord, to our listening,
Speak, Lord, to our soul’s deep understanding. Amen.

FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 17:1a, 4-8, 42-43, 45-46a

Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle.  And there came out from 
the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was 
six cubits and a span.  He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze.  He 
had greaves of bronze on his legs and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoul-
ders.  The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head weighed 
six hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went before him.  He stood and 
shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle?  Am 
I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul?  Choose a man for yourselves, 
and let him come down to me.”

When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only 
a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. The Philistine said to David, “Am I 
a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his 
gods. But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and 
javelin; but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have defied. This very day the Lord will deliver you into my hand.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Ave Verum”  William Byrd

 Ave verum corpus,  Hail true body, 
natum de Maria virgine, born of the virgin Mary,
vere passum, immolatum,  truly killed, sacrificed, 
in cruce pro homine. on the cross for mankind.
Cujus latus perforatum  Whose pierced side flowed
unda fluxit sanguine. with a tide of blood.
Esto nobis praegustatum,  The one first put to the test for us,
in mortis examine. in the trial of death.
O dulcis, o pie, o Jesu, Fili Mariae,  Gentle, holy Jesus, Son of Mary,
miserere mei. Amen. have mercy on me. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given your-
self to us. Grant that we commit ourselves to a life in which the glamour of evil is 
renounced, a life in which we give ourselves to God’s service, a life of love. Amen.

All Stand. 

HYMN 479     “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” Aberystwyth

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY        Sonata I, Op. 65: Allegro assai vivace Felix Mendelssohn

 

 Lay Reader
Sylvette Bobb

Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God in celebration of the 50th 

wedding anniversary of Phoebe and Charles Ruehl by their sons, Charles, Clifton, 
and Martin Ruehl, and their families.

  Today at St. Paul’s
Vacation Bible School Volunteer Luncheon, 12:15 pm in Fondren Lounge. Lunch 

and childcare provided. 
Al-Anon, Sundays at 6 pm in S-109.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
St. Paul’s Moms’ Summer Fun Day, Monday, June 25, 10 am-2 pm. All moms are 

invited for brunch, fellowship, fun, and possibly a movie. Meet in the Jones Building 
lobby at 10 am. Childcare is available. For more information, email Jennifer West 
at jcjwest@gmail.com

Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.
Al-Anon, Wednesdays at noon in S-105.
Veterans Helping Veterans, Wednesdays at noon in S-312. Lunch is provided 

following a time of connection and healing.  
Holy Communion, Wednesdays at 12:15 pm in the Chapel.    
Diabetes Support Group, Wednesday, June 27, from 6-7 pm in J-202. Free and open 

to all. For questions, call Pam at 713-441-0001. (Meets 4th Wednesdays) 
Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara 

Robberson.
RSCM Evensong at South Main Baptist Church, Thursday, June 28, at 6 pm as part 

of the RSCM (Royal School of Church Music) Gulf Coast Course.
RSCM Choir Concert, Friday, June 29, at 1 pm at the Crain Garden at Houston 

Methodist Hospital, 6565 Fannin.
RSCM Evensong at St. Paul’s, Friday, June 29, at 5:30 pm as part of the RSCM Gulf 

Coast Course.

Upcoming 
Choral Eucharist, Sunday, July 1, at 11:05 am service, sung by the RSCM choir and 

the St. Paul’s Choir under the direction of Jonathon Vaughn and Philip Moore.
Amazing Parents, Amazing Kids, Sunday, July 1, at 12:15 pm in J-204. A time of 

connection and mutual support for those whose children have developmental, 
emotional, medical, or learning differences. Lunch and childcare are provided. 
(Meets on 1st Sundays)

Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry, Sunday, July 1, at 1 pm, in Abraham Station. 
Contact Sari Frey at sari.r.frey@gmail.com. (Meets on 1st Sundays)

Church Offices Closed on July 4 in recognition of Independence Day. Please call 
713-528-0527 for emergencies.

Coffee with the Pastors, Sunday, July 8, 12:15 pm in Jones Building lobby. If you’d 
like to grab a cup of coffee and share conversation with the Pastors and staff, please 
stop by the Jones Building following the 11:05 am service.

Youth Go to the Astros Game, Sunday, July 8, at 1 pm. For more information, contact 
Sam Holt at samh@stpaulshouston.org.

Congestive Heart Failure Support Group, Monday, July 9, 5:30 pm in J-202. Free and 
open to all. For questions, call Wayne Brewer at 832-215-0456. (Meets 2nd Mondays)

St. Paul’s Mission Team in Bolivia, July 10-19.
Women’s Healing Art Circle, Sunday, July 15, 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 1st and 3rd 

Sundays) 
Exploring St. Paul’s, Sunday, July 15, 9:45 or 11:05 am in the Parlor (choose a time). 

Visitors and new members are invited to come find out ways to connect, serve, 
worship, and learn in the St. Paul’s community. 

Children’s LEGO© Healing Circle, Sunday, July 15, 12:15 pm in J-120. A light lunch 
will be served. This Circle is specifically for elementary-age children. For more 
information or to RSVP, email Helen Spaw at hspaw@stpaulshouston.org. (Meets 
on 3rd Sundays)

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax
Dr. Matthew Russell ...................................................................................... Senior Associate Pastor



PSALM 133   
The Antiphon is introduced by the cantor and then repeated by all.

O, how good and pleasant it is, when brethren live together in unity!
It is like fine oil upon the head that runs down upon the beard,
Upon the beard of Aaron, and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
Antiphon
It is like the dew of Hermon that falls upon the hills of Zion.
For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: life for evermore.
Antiphon

SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 6:1-13

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God 
in vain. For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of 
salvation I have helped you.”  See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day 
of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be 
found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in 
every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, 
patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power 
of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in 
honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, 
and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see — we are 
alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, 
yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. We have 
spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There is no 
restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return — I speak as to children 
— open wide your hearts also.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn.  

HYMN 534     “Be Still, My Soul Finlandia

GOSPEL  Mark 4:35-41

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the 
other side.” And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, 
just as he was. 

Other boats were with him. A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the 
boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on 
the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that 
we are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! 
Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why 
are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great awe and 
said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON            “All The Things We Cannot See” Dr. Matthew Russell

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
A time of extended silent meditation follows. Each petition concludes with:

Lord in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. Let us pray.

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 
have done, and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we 
have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory be to God.  Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING          “Grant Us Thy Peace”    Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy

Grant us thy peace, Almighty Lord, thou Source of every blessing!
Feeble and frail, trust we thy word, all things in thee possessing.
In thee is our hope and safety.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the elements.

DOXOLOGY Hymnal 61, verse 4 (sung by all)  Italian Hymn

To thee, great One in Three, 
Eternal praises be, hence, evermore.
Thy sovereign majesty may we in glory see,
And to eternity love and adore!

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

You were born in Bethlehem, and from the moment of your birth you became a 
victim.  As a child-refugee you watched the cruelty of the world. You were baptized 
for us in the River Jordan as God’s true Son, upon whom His favor rests.  You 
were driven into the desert and were tempted in everyway and remained faithful.  
You gave hope when all hope had gone, life when loss seemed overwhelming and 
embraced the dark night of our despair.  The world treated you with hate, but you 
healed it through your humility.
You were the suffering servant, the lamb to the slaughter, the scapegoat of those 
you came to save.  You are the creator, who paid the ultimate price for your people,  
In the Garden of Gethsemane your heart was broken, but you did not abandon us.  
Those around you fled, as you were murdered before the masses.
Disturbing and confounding our expectations you rose from the grave and gave us 
the promise of eternal life, where all iniquity and injustice will be banished, where 
suffering and servility will be stripped away, where we will truly be happy, at peace, 
and at one with you.  In the company of the heavenly host, joining our voices with 
the angels we praise you God as we sing:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS, Hymn 23 (sung by all)  Carlton R. Young
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.     

The congregation sits.

Foreseeing all, you shared bread and wine with your friends. Breaking the bread 
you said, “This is my body, receive it in remembrance of me.” In the same way 
after the last supper, you poured wine and said, “This is my blood, receive it in 
remembrance of me.” We pray now with confidence, that the bread and wine we 
have offered here will be to us too your own body and blood.

So, gracious God, we gladly say:

Goodness is stronger than evil. Love is stronger than hate.
Light is stronger than darkness. Truth is stronger than lies.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND BLESSING OF THE CUP

We break this bread, remembering the divisions of the world.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread remembering the disunity of the church.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread, remembering the fragmentation of our lives.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

FRACTION ANTHEM 
The Antiphon is introduced by the cantor and repeated by all.

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
Antiphon  

All are invited to share in the sacrament, coming by the center aisle and returning by 
the side aisles. Gluten free communion is available at the center stations. If you cannot 
come to the chancel, please notify an usher. 


