
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 11, 2018, at 9:45 am

During these forty days of Lent, we encourage all congregants to enter into a time of 
silence, prayer and reflection at the beginning of each Lenten service.

Passages for today’s reflection may include 
For Holiness of Heart (Hymnal p. 401) and Psalm 119:33-48 (Hymnal p. 842)

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY       Psalm Prelude, Op. 32, No. 2  Herbert Howells
 “But the meek will inherit the land and enjoy peace and prosperity”

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 132         “All My Hope Is Firmly Grounded” Michael

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the 
true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may 
live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Listen for the word that God has spoken
Speak, Lord, to our speaking,
Speak, Lord, to our listening,
Speak, Lord, to our soul’s deep understanding. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Numbers 21:4-9
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 

of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against 
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 
Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, 
so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned 
by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the ser-
pents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make 
a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it 
and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever 
a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND BLESSING OF THE CUP

We break this bread, remembering the divisions of the world.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread remembering the disunity of the church.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread, remembering the fragmentation of our lives.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

AGNUS DEI (Sung by the Choir)                              Franz Schubert

Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.

All are invited to share in the sacrament, coming by the center aisle and returning by 
the side aisles. Gluten free communion is available at the center stations. If you cannot 
come to the chancel, please notify an usher. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM        “Wildsbok” Arr. Renette Bouwer

As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longs after you.
You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you.
You alone are my strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you.
My soul thirsts for the living God, and my spirit faints within.
When shall I see the face of God? I remember my trust in him.
Why are you cast down, my soul? Why such disquiet within my heart?
My soul thirsts for the living God, I pour out my heart to him.
I had gone with the multitude, with a voice of joy and praise,
To the house of the living God on the joyous festal days.
I remember the shouts and praise, the blessed songs of thanksgiving.
Hope in God, I again shall praise him, for his peace that never ends.  (Psalm 42)

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we commit ourselves to a life in which the glamour 
of evil is renounced, a life in which we give ourselves to God’s service, a life of 
love. Amen.

All Stand. 

HYMN 400     “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Nettleton

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY       Sonata II: Allegro Maestoso  Felix Mendelssohn

  Lay Reader
Jaime Flores.

Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God in honor of the St. Paul’s 

Clergy and Choir, by the Childres-Ansel Family.   

New Members
We welcome Karen and Keith Kelley, and Rachel Wagner into the St. Paul’s family.

  Today at St. Paul’s
Christians Anonymous Sunday School Class, 11:05 am in J-220. This class is currently 

reading Father Gregory Boyles “Barking at the Choir.”
Coffee with the Pastors, 12:15 pm in Jones Building lobby. 
Choral Scholars Sing at Brookdale West University (Retirement Community), 2:30 pm.
Evensong, 4 pm, sung by the St. Paul’s  Choir. Officiated by Rev. Andrew Wolfe. St. 

Paul’s Choir sings music of Farrant, Ayleward, Tomkins, and Purcell. 

  This Week & Upcoming at St. Paul’s 
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Psalms in the East End, Tuesdays through March 20, at the home of Revs. Karyn and 

Paul Richards-Kuan, at 7 pm. A time of community and quiet contemplation on the 
Psalms. RSVP at www.stpaulshouston.org/gatherings to receive location address.

Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast with Rev. Tommy Williams, Wednesdays 
at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.

Holy Communion, Wednesdays at 12:15 pm in the Chapel.    
Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson.
Lenten Recital Series, Thursday, March 15, at 7 pm (NOTE TIME CHANGE) in the 

Sanctuary with KINETIC Strings, the conductor-less ensemble, who will perform 
works of Ernő Dohnányi, Jean Françaix, and Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov.  

projectCURATE’s Spring Cohort at El Buen Pastor UMC, 6902 Sherman, St, Saturday, 
March 17, from 9 am to 12:30 pm. Also March 17, April 21, and May 19. Join with 
others to explore Religion, Faith, and Community Engagement. Register at www.
projectcurate.org/events.

Harvey Recovery Work Day, Saturday, March 17, from 9 am to 4 pm. (Also April 7.) 
Please contact Amy Taylor if you can help with this simple repair work. Training is 
provided. www.stpaulshouston.org/harvey.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax
Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell .............................................................................. Senior Associate Pastor

Holy Week & Easter, March 25-April 1
Palm Sunday Services, March 25, at 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 am, and 5:00 pm (Spanish).
Walk Through Holy Week, open and available for all in the Jones Bldg. basement.
Labyrinth Travel Guides available in Sanctuary information racks.
Family Lenten Retreat, March 25, at 12:15 pm. Designed for families with children 

ages 3rd-5th grade. Begin with lunch in J-120.
Service of Holy Communion (Daily), March 26-29, at 12:15 pm (Chapel).
Maundy Thursday Service, March 29, at 12:15 (Chapel) and 7:00 pm (Sanctuary).
Children’s Good Friday Tenebrae, March 30, at 11 am in the Chapel with the St. 

Paul’s Youth Strings.
Good Friday Service, March 30, at 12 Noon and 7 pm (bilingual).
Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, March 31, at 10 am for infants through kindergarten 

on the playground. Activities are available for older children.
Easter Vigil, Saturday, March 31, at 7 pm beginning on the Labyrinth.
Easter Day Service, April 1, at 8:00, 9:30, and 11 am
Fe y Esperanza Easter Service, April 1, at 5 pm (Chapel).
Easter Egg Hunt/Pascua Busqueda de Huevos, Sunday, April 1, at 6:30 pm.



PSALM 107:1-3, 17-22
The antiphon is introduced by the choir then repeated by all. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, and his mercy endures for ever.
Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim that he redeemed them from 

the hand of the foe.
He gathered them out of the lands; from the east and from the west, from the north 

and from the south.
Antiphon 
Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; they were afflicted because of their sins.
They abhorred all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress.
Antiphon
He sent forth his word and healed them and saved them from the grave.
Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy and the wonders he does for his 

children.
Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving and tell of his acts with shouts of joy.
Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 2:1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following 
the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that 
is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them 
in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were 
by nature children of wrath, like everyone else.  But God, who is rich in mercy, 
out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved – and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God – not the result of works, so that 
no one may boast.  For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn.  

HYMN 398      “Jesus Calls Us” Galilee

GOSPEL  John 3:14-21

“And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life.  

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.  Those who believe in him are 
not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because 
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

“And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people 
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.  For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.  
But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
their deeds have been done in God.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON            “Snakes on a Plain” Dr. Matthew Russell

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
A time of extended silent meditation follows. Each petition concludes with:

Lord in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. Let us pray.

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 
have done, and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we 
have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory be to God.  Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING          “O Vos Omnes”   Tomas Luis de Victoria

O vos omnes qui transitis per viam,  O all you who walk by on the road,
attendite et videte: pay attention and see:
Si est dolor similis sicut dolor meus. if there be any sorrow like my sorrow.

Attendite, universi populi,  Pay attention, all people,
et videte dolorem meum. and look at my sorrow:
Si est dolor similis sicut dolor meus. if there be any sorrow like my sorrow.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the elements.

DOXOLOGY (sung by all)   Erhalt uns Herr

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
You were born in Bethlehem, and from the moment of your birth you became a 
victim.  As a child-refugee you watched the cruelty of the world. You were baptized 
for us in the River Jordan as God’s true Son, upon whom His favor rests.  You 
were driven into the desert and were tempted in everyway and remained faithful.  
You gave hope when all hope had gone, life when loss seemed overwhelming and 
embraced the dark night of our despair.  The world treated you with hate, but you 
healed it through your humility.
You were the suffering servant, the lamb to the slaughter, the scapegoat of those 
you came to save.  You are the creator, who paid the ultimate price for your people,  
In the Garden of Gethsemane your heart was broken, but you did not abandon us.  
Those around you fled, as you were murdered before the masses.
Disturbing and confounding our expectations you rose from the grave and gave us 
the promise of eternal life, where all iniquity and injustice will be banished, where 
suffering and servility will be stripped away, where we will truly be happy, at peace, 
and at one with you.  In the company of the heavenly host, joining our voices with 
the angels we praise you God as we sing:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS, Hymn 21 (sung by all)  Franz Schubert
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation sits.

Foreseeing all, you shared bread and wine with your friends. Breaking the bread 
you said, “This is my body, receive it in remembrance of me.” In the same way 
after the last supper, you poured wine and said, “This is my blood, receive it in 
remembrance of me.” We pray now with confidence, that the bread and wine we 
have offered here will be to us too your own body and blood.

So, gracious God, we gladly say:

Goodness is stronger than evil. Love is stronger than hate.
Light is stronger than darkness. Truth is stronger than lies.


