
Third Sunday of Advent
December 17, 2017, at 9:45 am

The Procession of Light and Hope
The congregation remains seated and joins in singing the hymn.

HYMN 211 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Veni Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Among the poor, the proud, the persecuted, and the privileged,
Christ is coming to make all things new.
With a gentle touch and angry word, a clear conscience and burning love,
Christ is coming to make all things new.
That the kingdom might come, and the world might believe,
Christ is coming to make all things  new.
In this place, in every place, for this time, in every time,
Christ is coming to make all things new.

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 211 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Veni Emmanuel
  verses 3-5

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times once gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe.
     Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, an ensign of thy people be;
before thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy mercy call.

O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home.
The captives from their prison free, and conquer death’s deep misery.

GREETING
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 
Bless the Lord, who forgives our sins. 
God’s mercy endures for ever.

COLLECT 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and 
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.

All sit.

So, gracious God, we gladly say:
Goodness is stronger than evil. Love is stronger than hate.
Light is stronger than darkness. Truth is stronger than lies.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND BLESSING OF THE CUP

We break this bread, remembering the divisions of the world.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread remembering the disunity of the church.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread, remembering the fragmentation of our lives.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

FRACTION ANTHEM 
The antiphon is introduced by the cantor and repeated by all.

This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.
Antiphon 

All are invited to share in the sacrament, coming by the center aisle and returning by 
the side aisles. Gluten free communion is available at the center stations. If you cannot 
come to the chancel, please notify an usher. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM          “The Angel Gabriel”   arr. Malcolm Archer

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
“All hail!” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!

For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee,
Thy son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold; Most highly favored lady. Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name,” Most highly favored lady. Gloria!

Of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say “Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we commit ourselves to a life in which the glamour 
of evil is renounced, a life in which we give ourselves to God’s service, a life of 
love. Amen.

All Stand. 

HYMN 196     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Hyfrydol

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY            Toccata on “Veni Emmanuel” Andrew Carter

  Lay Leaders
Advent Wreath: David Syer and Robert Alvarez.
Reader: Sylvette Bobb.

Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God in loving memory of Jim and 

Suzanne Howze on their 50th wedding anniversary by their family.    

New Members
We welcome Eileen Gandin Holshouser and Megan and JW Boyden with their son 

Charlie into the St. Paul’s family.

  Today at St. Paul’s
Healing Circle of Light in the Darkness, 11:05 am in S-312, and facilitated by Rev. 

Andrew Wolfe and Ed Halloran. 
Children’s Christmas Candlelight Service, at 4:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 
UMY and Confirmation, 5 pm in the Youth Center. All youth (6th–12th grades) are 

invited to Christmas dinner, a service project, and various crafts.
Al-Anon, Sundays at 6 pm in S-109.
Choral Scholars Sing at Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Beck Building, 6:30 pm. 

(Also Monday, December 18.)

This Week at St. Paul’s 
Las Posadas, continuing daily through December 23, at 5 pm in A-101.
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Sober Truths: Conversations for the Family, Tuesday evenings through December 

19, at 7 pm in J-220. This series is designed for families helping a loved one through 
the recovery process.  RSVP to jamieedwards@therefugecenterhouston.com.

Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast with Rev. Tommy Williams, Wednesdays 
at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.

Al-Anon, Wednesdays at noon in S-105.
Veterans Helping Veterans, Wednesdays at noon in Youth Center. Lunch is provided. 
Holy Communion, Wednesdays at 12:15 pm in the Chapel. Homilist: Rev. Nataly Negrete.
The Grief and Loss Healing Circle, Wednesday, December 20, from 6-7:30 pm in 

S-312. (1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month.)
Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson.
Prayer Vigil, Thursday, December 21, from 5-8 pm.
Service of the Longest Night and Prayer Vigil, Thursday December 21. Worship at 6 pm 

in the Chapel. This service of scripture and prayer offers a place for those experiencing 
grief and loss. Prayer stations outside of the chapel will be available from 5-7 pm. 

Holiday Appreciation Lunch for MacGregor Elementary School teachers and staff, 
Friday, December 22, 11 am to 1 pm at the school. Volunteers are still needed for 
this special luncheon celebrating the staff. To help, please contact Amy Taylor at 
ataylor@stpaulshouston.org.

Choral Scholars Sing at Chase Bank (712 Main Street), at Noon, Friday, December 22.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax
Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell .............................................................................. Senior Associate Pastor

From the Latin for ‘coming,’ the name ‘Advent’ refers to the coming of Christ – the 
historical nativity, the second coming at the end of time, and now, whenever Christ enters 
our hearts.  In this time of waiting and listening, we long for the coming of Emmanuel, 
the Hebrew for ‘God with us.’  Advent represents the coming of the kingdom, when God’s 
will is done on earth as in heaven.  Therefore the prophets call us to “prepare the way of 
the Lord” through prayer and repentance, redirecting our lives to make spiritual renewal 
possible both in ourselves and in the world.

Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
•	 10 am Morning Service of Worship, Advent IV
•	 Noon Holy Communion with music by the Treble Choir
•	 4 & 6 pm Lessons and Carols with music by the St. Paul’s Choir
•	 8 pm Holy Communion with music by the St. Paul’s Choir 
•	 10 pm Bilingual (Spanish/English) starting with Las Posadas;
  music by the children of the St. Paul’s After School Program

Services from Noon through 10 pm will include a sermon, 
the singing of carols, and the lighting of candles.



The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Listen for the word that God has spoken
Speak, Lord, to our speaking,
Speak, Lord, to our listening,
Speak, Lord, to our soul’s deep understanding. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he 
has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his 
glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devas-
tations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give 
them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their 
descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peo-
ples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord 
has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my 
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as 
a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righ-
teousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE Magnificat Henry Walford Davies

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him, throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagina-

tion of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our 

forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON I Thessalonians 5:16-24

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise 
the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from 
every form of evil.

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn. 

HYMN 198      “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” Morning Song

GOSPEL  John 1:6-8, 19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but con-
fessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to 
him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John an-
swered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 
the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON                      “Anointed” Rev. Tommy Williams

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
A time of extended silent meditation follows. Each petition concludes with:

Lord in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. Let us pray.

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 
have done, and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we 
have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory be to God.  Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING          “E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”   Paul Manz

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, 
Who was and is and is to come; Sing holy, holy, Lord! 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below.
For Christ is coming, is coming soon!
E’en so, Lord Jesus quickly come, and night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All!

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the elements.

DOXOLOGY (sung by all)   Conditor alme siderum

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
You were born in Bethlehem, and from the moment of your birth you became a 
victim.  As a child-refugee you watched the cruelty of the world. You were baptized 
for us in the River Jordan as God’s true Son, upon whom His favor rests.  You 
were driven into the desert and were tempted in everyway and remained faithful.  
You gave hope when all hope had gone, life when loss seemed overwhelming and 
embraced the dark night of our despair.  The world treated you with hate, but you 
healed it through your humility.
You were the suffering servant, the lamb to the slaughter, the scapegoat of those 
you came to save.  You are the creator, who paid the ultimate price for your people,  
In the Garden of Gethsemane your heart was broken, but you did not abandon us.  
Those around you fled, as you were murdered before the masses.
Disturbing and confounding our expectations you rose from the grave and gave us 
the promise of eternal life, where all iniquity and injustice will be banished, where 
suffering and servility will be stripped away, where we will truly be happy, at peace, 
and at one with you.  In the company of the heavenly host, joining our voices with 
the angels we praise you God as we sing:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS, Hymnal 23 (sung by all)  Carlton Young
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The congregation sits.
Foreseeing all, you shared bread and wine with your friends. Breaking the bread 
you said, “This is my body, receive it in remembrance of me.” In the same way 
after the last supper, you poured wine and said, “This is my blood, receive it in 
remembrance of me.” We pray now with confidence, that the bread and wine we 
have offered here will be to us too your own body and blood.


