
Second Sunday After the Epiphany
January 20, 2019 at 8:30 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY “Arrival of the Queen of Sheba” George Frideric Handel

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 103         “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” St. Denio

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that 
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance 
of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
 Jennifer and Mark Cox 
 present their son
 Tucker Joseph Cox 
 born July 26, 2018 

HYMN       “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” Caithness

Christ, when for us you were baptized, God’s Spirit on you came,
As peaceful as a dove and yet as urgent as a flame.

After the child is baptized, the congregation responds in unison:

With God’s help, we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that 
Tucker Joseph, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, 
and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

HYMN       “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” Caithness

Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord, your cross on us be signed,
That, likewise in God’s service we may perfect freedom find.

Lay Reader
Sherry Beeman 

 Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God in celebration of Betty Bynes 

on her 90th birthday.
The flowers in the Narthex are placed to the glory of God in loving memory of Dorita 

Resnick by her daughter, Sallie Carlisle.

Today at St. Paul’s
Sunday School for All Ages, 9:45  am. For more information of classes available, please 

visit the Welcome Table on the Jones Plaza.
RSCM Winter Festival Choir sings at the 11:05am service today.
New Member Connection, 12:15–2 pm in Fondren Hall. New members, visitors, and 

all who seek to gain a deeper understanding of the vision of St. Paul’s are invited. 
Lunch and children’s programming are provided.

UMY & Confirmation, 5 pm in the Youth Center. All youth (6th–12th grades) are invited 
to dinner, study, and fellowship. For more information about St. Paul’s Youth, email 
tiffin@stpaulshouston.org.

Al-Anon, Sundays at 6 pm in Abraham Station.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
Church Offices Closed on Monday, January 21 in observance of the Rev. Martin Luther 

King Jr.’s birthday. Offices will reopen on Tuesday, January 22.
Divorce Healing Art Circle, Tuesdays from 11:30 am-1 pm in S-300/Open Heart 

Studio. The sessions are conducted in Spanish and English. Contact Helen Spaw at 
hspaw@stpaulshouston.org for more information.

Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at 7 am in Fondren Lounge 

with Rev. Tommy Williams.
St. Paul’s Moms, Wednesday, January 23, at 9:30 am in the Youth Center.
Al-Anon, Wednesdays at noon in Abraham Station.
Veterans Helping Veterans, Wednesdays at noon in the Youth Center. Lunch is 

provided following a time of connection and healing.  
Treble Choir Rehearsal, Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 pm in the Activity Center (temporary 

children’s choir room). 
Diabetes Support Group, Wednesday, January 23, from 6-7 pm in J-202. Free and 

open to all. For questions, call Pam at 713-441-0001. (Meets 4th Wednesdays) 
Healing Circle for Grief and Loss, beginning Wednesday, January 23 at 6:30 pm in 

S-312; facilitated by Kat Denton and Nanette Saha. For information, email kat@
stpaulshouston.org. Childcare? RSVP to childcare@stpaulshouston.org.

Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Sunday Services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:05 am

5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004
713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax

Worship Leadership
Rev. Tommy Williams Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell Senior Associate Pastor
Rev. Nataly Negrete Fe y Esperanza Community
Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan Adult Faith Formation
Rev. Paul Richards-Kuan East End Missional Community
Rev. Andrew Wolfe Congregational Care
Rev. Dr. Bill Kerley Teaching Ministry
Christopher Betts Director of Music
Anna Teagarden Director of Children’s Music
Ken Coleman Organist
Benjamin Kerswell Organ Scholar

The St. Paul’s family welcomes you as we worship God together.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in the Jones Building.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.
Please silence your cell phone.

The Power of a Praying Parent, Thursday, January 24, at 9:15 am in J-204. Lacy Webster 
will teach this class based on Mark Batterson’s Praying Circles Around Your Children. 
RSVP by January 22 to spschool@stpaulshouston.org.

Women’s Healing Art Circle, Thursday, January 24, at 11:05 am. 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, 10 am. Room S-300/Open Heart Studio. Contact Helen Spaw at hspaw@
stpaulshouston.org for more information. (Meets 1st and 3rd Sundays at 11:05 am and 
2nd and 4th Thursdays at 10 am)

Iconoclast Sessions, Thursday, January 24, at 7 pm in Fondren Hall. Learn more about 
featured poets at www.iconoclastartists.org.

Kids Night Out, Friday, January 25, 6-10:30 pm. For children 4-months to 5th grade. 
Cost is $25/child ($5/extra sibling). RSVP: www.stpaulshouston.org/kids-night-out.

Upcoming 
Me Too Healing Art Circle (women only), Sunday, January 27, at 11:05 am in S-300/

Open Heart Studio. Contact Helen Spaw at hspaw@stpaulshouston.org for more 
information. (Meets 4th Sundays)

Healing Landscapes Gallery Reception, Sunday, January 27, at 12:15 pm in the Open 
Heart Studio (S-300). All are invited to see mixed media pieces of art, created by 
artist Helen Spaw, capturing moments of healing, hope, joy, peace, and wisdom. The 
art show will be on display until March 8.

“Setting Priorities, Obtaining Goals” with Evan Weinberger, Sunday, January 27, 
at 5:30 pm in S-312 (Fellers Room). Parents of all ages are invited to this important 
discussion which will present tools for helping kids stay motivated and set short- and 
long-term goals. Gather with youth at 5 pm for dinner in the Youth Center.

Lay Visitation Training, three sessions with the first on Wednesday, January 30, at 
6:30 pm in J-204; led by Rev. Andrew Wolfe and Rod Kotenbrink. Register online at 
www.stpaulshouston.org/gatherings. Future sessions on February 13 and 27.

Choral Eucharist: Mozart’s Missa Brevis, Sunday, February 3, at the 8:30 and 11:05 
am services, sung by St. Paul’s Choir and accompanied by musicians from Mercury 
Chamber Orchestra.

Farewell Reception for Ken Coleman, Sunday, February 3, at 12:15 pm in Fondren Hall. 
Please come by to bid farewell and thank Ken for his many years of amazing work.

Amazing Parents, Amazing Kids, Sunday, February 3, 12:15 pm in J-204. A time of 
connection and mutual support for those whose children have developmental, emo-
tional, medical, or learning differences. Bring your own lunch; childcare provided.  
RSVP to hspaw@stpaulshouston.org. (Meets on 1st Sundays)

Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry, Sunday, February 3, at 1 pm, in Abraham Station. 
Contact Sari Frey at sari.r.frey@gmail.com. (Meets on 1st Sundays)

Memory Training Course, Tuesdays in February beginning February 5, at 9 am in 
the Youth Center. Sponsored by Amazing Place; $80. Register at trainyourbrain@
amazingplacehouston.org.

Worship at St. Paul’s
Sunday Morning: 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 am in the Sanctuary

Wednesday Communion Service: 12:15 pm in the Chapel
Fe y Esperanza: First Sundays at 5 pm in the Chapel

Evensong for the Conversion of Paul
Sunday, January 27 at 4 pm

Sung by the St. Paul’s Choir with music by Humphrey Clucas, Stephen Caracciolo, 
Charles Villiers Stanford, and Felix Mendelssohn.

Join us for the opening reception of “Healing 
Landscapes: Investigations into the Art of Heal-
ing” on Sunday, January 27, at 12:15 pm in the 
Open Heart Studio (S-300). Created by artist Hel-
en Spaw, these mixed media pieces capture mo-
ments of healing, hope, joy, peace, and wisdom. 
The art show will be on display until March 8.



The Ministry of the Word

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Open our hearts and minds, O God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, so that, 
as the Word is read and proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us 
this day. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 62:1-5

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until 
her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall 
be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown 
of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. You 
shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Deso-
late; but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the 
Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a 
young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over 
the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 36:5-10  Edward John Hopkins

Your love O Lord reaches to the heavens, and your faithfulness to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; you 

save both man and beast O Lord.
How priceless is your love O God! Your people take refuge under the shadow of 

your wings.
They feast upon the abundance of your house; you give them drink from the river 

of your delights.
For with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light.
Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, and your favor to those 

who are true of heart.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be un-
informed. You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to 
idols that could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speak-
ing by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus 
is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties 
of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through 
the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge ac-
cording to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, 
to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to an-
other the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same 
Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn. During the hymn, children may come to the front of the 
sanctuary to be escorted to the Jones Building across the plaza for Children’s Church for 
the remainder of worship. 

HYMN 550       “Christ, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Canterbury

GOSPEL  John 2:1-11

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 
wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, 
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” 
And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and 
take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests 
have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”

Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and 
his disciples believed in him.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.

Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON     “Infinite Possibilities”  Rev. Tommy Williams

Responses and Offerings

All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING    “O Thou, the Central Orb” Charles Wood

O thou, the central orb of righteous love,
Pure beam of the most High, eternal Light
Of this our wintry world, thy radiance bright
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above.

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays Divine.

Thy saints with holy lustre round thee move,
As stars about thy throne, set in the height
Of God’s ordaining counsel, as thy sight
Gives measured grace to each, thy power to prove.

Let thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin,
Our nature all shall feel eternal day
In fellowship with thee, transforming day
To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.

The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the offering.

DOXOLOGY (sung by all)   Puer Nobis

All glory, Jesus, be to thee, for this thy glad Epiphany;
Whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit evermore. 

During the singing of the hymn, those who wish to unite with St. Paul’s Church are 
invited to come forward to the chancel for reception and recognition.

HYMN 166     “All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine” Sine Nomine

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully 
in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES        

VOLUNTARY Obra de 8° tono alto: Ensalada S. Aguilera de Heredia


