
Second Sunday in Lent
February 25, 2018, at 8:30 and 11:05 am

During these forty days of Lent, we encourage all congregants to enter into a time of 
silence, prayer and reflection at the beginning of each Lenten service.

Passages for today’s reflection may include 
Covenant Prayer (Hymnal p. 607) and Psalm 33 (Hymnal p. 767-768)

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY       “Vater unser im Himmelreich,” BuxWV 207  D. Buxtehude
 (“Our Father in Heaven”)

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 116         “The God of Abraham Praise” Leoni

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone 
astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ 
your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism - 11:05 am
 Quyen and Mark Carswell
 present their daughter
 Sydney Le Carswell
 born August 29, 2017

Hymn 608  “This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now” (verse 1) Azmon

This is the Spirit’s entry now: the water and the word,
    The cross of Jesus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.

After the child is baptized, the congregation responds in unison:

With God’s help, we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that 
Sydney Le, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, 
and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

Hymn 608  “This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now” (verse 3) Azmon

Renewing Spirit, hear our praise for your baptismal power 
That washes us through all our days. Lord, cleanse again this hour.

During the singing of the hymn, those who wish to unite with St. Paul’s Church are 
invited to come forward to the chancel for reception and recognition.

HYMN 415     “Take Up Thy Cross” Germany

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully 
in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY       “Vater unser im Himmelreich,” BWV 737  J.S. Bach

  Lay Readers
Jordan Baucum (8:30 am) and Karen Peck (11:05 am)

Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God by the St. Paul’s Choir as we 

welcome St. Paul’s new Director of Music and his wife, Christopher and Sunny Betts. 
The flowers in the Narthex are placed to the glory of God in celebration of the marriage 

of Kate Dempsey and Jimmy Principe on February 24, 2018.   

  Today at St. Paul’s
GROW (2nd-5th grades), 9:45 am in the Jones Building basement. Theme for February 

is Kindness: Showing others they are valuable by how you treat them  
Welcome Reception for New Director of Music, Christopher Betts, 12:15 pm in 

Fondren Hall. Please come by to welcome and introduce yourself to St. Paul’s 
newest staff member.

Mission In Motion Information Meeting, 12:15 pm in the Fellers Room, S-312. 
Worship at Holly Hall Retirement Center, 2 pm. Service officiated by Rev. Andrew 

Wolfe and music led by St. Paul’s Wesley Singers. 
UMY and Confirmation, 5 pm in the Youth Center. All youth (6th–12th gr) are invited 

to this time of fellowship, study, and recreation.  
Encourage: Spiritual Practice and Parenting (Parent PRAY) at 5 pm in the Fellers 

Room. For parents of children, ages 12-18. Facilitated by Brooke Summers-Perry.
Al-Anon, Sundays at 6 pm in S-109.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
Al-Anon Brown Bag Lunch, Mondays at noon in S-109. 
Calumet Friends (Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting), Mondays at 7 pm in J-203.
Divorce Care Healing Art Circle, Tuesdays at 11:30 am in the Open Heart Studio, 

S-300. Childcare available.
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.

Psalms in the East End, Tuesdays through March 20, at the home of Revs. Karyn and 
Paul Richards-Kuan, at 7 pm. A time of community and quiet contemplation on the 
Psalms. RSVP at www.stpaulshouston.org/gatherings to receive location address.

Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast with Rev. Tommy Williams, Wednesdays 
at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.

St. Paul’s Moms, Wednesday, February 28, at 9:30 am in the Youth Center discussing 
Brené Brown’s “The Gifts of Imperfect Parenting: Raising Children with Courage, 
Compassion, and Connection.” Childcare provided, and all are welcome.

Al-Anon, Wednesdays at noon in S-105.
Veterans Helping Veterans, Wednesdays at noon in Youth Center. Lunch is provided 

followed by a time of connection and healing.  
Holy Communion, Wednesdays at 12:15 pm in the Chapel.    
Via Dolorosa (Way of the Cross), Wednesdays through March 21 in the Chapel, at 

5:30 pm. Stations of the Cross features photographs of the life of Archbishop Óscar 
Romero along with fiber art created and donated by Thomas Hardin.

A Model for Faithful and Healthy Living, Wednesdays through March 21 in the 
Fellers Room (S-312), at 6:30 pm. Led by Rev. Andrew Wolfe. Childcare provided. 
Register at www.stpaulshouston.org/gatherings.

Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara 
Robberson.

Lenten Recital Series, Thursday, March 1, at 12:15 pm in the Sanctuary with Mercury, 
directed by St. Paul’s own Antoine Plante. They will perform Haydn’s Die sieben letzten 
Worte (The Seven Last Words). Free and open to all. For more information about the 
artists and upcoming recitals, visit www.stpaulshouston.org/chambermusicsociety.

Agapé Pastries Monthly Gathering, Saturday, March 3, from 9 am to 1 pm in the 
Jones Building 2nd floor kitchen. All who have a passion for baking or learning new 
recipes are invited. (Meets on 1st Saturdays.) RSVP to agape@stpaulshouston.org.

Upcoming 
Healing Arts Circle, Sunday, March 4, at 11:05 am in the Open Heart Studio, S-300; 

co-facilitated by Rev. Nataly Negrete and Helen Spaw. (Meets 1st and 3rd Sundays.)
Amazing Parents, Amazing Kids, Sunday, March 4, at 12:15 pm in J-204. All invited 

to this time of connection and mutual support for those whose children have de-
velopmental, emotional, medical, or learning differences. Lunch and childcare are 
provided. RSVP to hspaw@stpaulshouston.org. (Meets on 1st Sundays.)

Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry, Sunday, March 4, at 1 pm, in Abraham Station. 
Volunteers sew quilts for those who are ill or experiencing difficult circumstances. 
Contact Sari Frey at sari.r.frey@gmail.com. (Meets on 1st Sundays.)

Healing Circle for Grief and Loss, Wednesday, March 7, at 6:30 pm in S-312. Childcare 
available. Facilitated by Nanette Saha. (Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesdays through May 2.)

Kids Night Out, Friday, March 9, from 6-10:30 pm. For children 4-months to 5th grade. 
Cost is $25/child ($5 per extra sibling). Register at www.stpaulshouston.org/events.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Sunday Services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:05 am

5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004
713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax
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The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Open our hearts and minds, O God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, so 
that, as the Word is read and proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 
say to us this day. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I 
will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this 
is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 
No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 
have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceed-
ingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 
I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your offspring after you.

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarah your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, 
but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son 
by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 
come from her.” 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 22:23-31
The antiphon is introduced by the choir then repeated by all. 

Praise the Lord, you that fear him; stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all 
you of Jacob’s line, give glory.

For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide 
his face from them; but when they cry to him he hears them.

My praise is of him in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the presence 
of those who worship him.

Antiphon 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: 

“May your heart live for ever!”
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families 

of the nations shall bow before him.
Antiphon
For kingship belongs to the Lord; he rules over the nations.
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; all who go down 

to the dust fall before him.
Antiphon
My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; they shall be known 

as the Lord’s for ever.
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn the saving deeds that 

he has done.
Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Romans 4:13-25

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it 
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all 
of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, 
“So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when 
he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was 
about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God 
was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him 
as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not 
for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn. During the hymn, children may be escorted to the 
Jones Building for Children’s Church. 

HYMN 396      “O Jesus, I Have Promised” Angel’s Story

GOSPEL  Mark 8:31-38

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suf-
fering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly.  And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him.

But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get be-
hind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to be-
come my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give 
in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON            “Choosing the Cross” Rev. Tommy Williams

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of 
St. Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last 
hymn; otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING          “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”    Hubert Parry

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind, in purer lives Thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard beside the Syrian sea
The gracious calling of the Lord, let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow Thee. 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee! O calm of hills above,
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of eternity
Interpreted by love!

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of Thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm;
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm. 

The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the offering.

DOXOLOGY (sung by all)   Erhalt uns, Herr


