
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
November 18, 2018, at 8:30 and 11:05 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY “Nun danket alle Gott,” BWV 657  Johann Sebastian Bach

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 117         “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” St. Anne

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us 
so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (8:30am)
 Lindsay and Bart Fehr 
 present their daughter 
 Sylvie Brett Fehr 
 born February 10, 2017 

HYMN 610     “We Know That Christ Is Raised” (vs. 2) Engelberg

We share by water in his saving death. 
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life
As living members of a living Christ. Alleluia!

After the child is baptized, the congregation responds in unison:

With God’s help, we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that 
Sylvie Brett, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, and 
confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

HYMN 610     “We Know That Christ Is Raised” (vs. 3) Engelberg

A new creation comes to life and grows
As Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood.
The universe restored and whole will sing: Alleluia! 

Lay Readers
Ron Restrepo (8:30 am service) and Karen Peck (11:05 am service)

 Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God by Jim and Jeff Benton-

Henningsen in celebration of their anniversary. 

Today at St. Paul’s
St. Paul’s Youth Strings Rehearsal, 9 am in the Activity Center.
Exploring St. Paul’s, 9:45 or 11:05 am in the Parlor (choose a time). Visitors and new 

members are invited to come find out ways to connect, serve, worship, and learn 
in the St. Paul’s community.

Sunday School for All Ages, 9:45  am. For more information of classes available, please 
visit the Welcome Table on the Jones Plaza.

GROW (2nd-5th grades), 9:45 am in the Jones Building basement. In November, the 
theme is Cooperation: working together to do more than you can do alone.  

Children’s Choir Rehearsal will not meet this week but will resume next Sunday.
Women’s Healing Art Circle, 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 1st and 3rd Sundays) 
St. Paul’s Choral Scholars Benefit Recital for the Emergency Aid Coalition (EAC), 

4 pm in the Sanctuary.
UMY and Confirmation, 5 pm in the Youth Center. All youth (6th–12th gr) are invited 

to this time of fellowship, study, and recreation.  
Al-Anon, Sundays at 6 pm in Abraham Station.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
Calumet Friends (Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting), Mondays at 7 pm in J-203.
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at 7am in Fondren Lounge 

with Rev. Tommy Williams.
Al-Anon, Wednesdays at noon in Abraham Station.
Veterans Helping Veterans, Wednesdays at noon in the Youth Center. Lunch is 

provided following a time of connection and healing.  
Holy Communion. Wednesdays at 12:15 pm in the Chapel.   
Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday, Wednesday (following 12:15 pm 

service of Holy Communion). Offices will reopen on Monday, November 26. Please 
call 713-528-0527 to contact clergy for emergencies. 

Upcoming 
St. Paul’s School Program: “The Eight Sensory Systems and How They Impact Your 

Child’s Eating,” Wednesday, November 28, at 9:15 am; presented by Emma Wilking 
and Diana Dang.

Diabetes Support Group, Wednesday, November 28, from 6-7 pm in J-202. Free and 
open to all. For questions, call Pam at 713-441-0001. (Meets 4th Wednesdays) 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Sunday Services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:05 am

5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004
713-528-0527     www.stpaulshouston.org

Worship Leadership
Rev. Tommy Williams Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell Senior Associate Pastor
Rev. Nataly Negrete Fe y Esperanza Community
Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan Adult Faith Formation
Rev. Paul Richards-Kuan East End Missional Community
Rev. Andrew Wolfe Congregational Care
Rev. Dr. Bill Kerley Teaching Ministry
Christopher Betts Director of Music
Anna Teagarden Director of Children’s Music
Ken Coleman Organist
Benjamin Kerswell Organ Scholar

The St. Paul’s family welcomes you as we worship God together.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in the Jones Building.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.
Please silence your cell phone.

Harvey Recovery Workday: Volunteer for St. Paul’s Harvey Work Team, Saturday, 
December 1. Help a Houston family still trying to rebuild. All skill levels are welcome 
as training is provided. Visit www.stpaulshouston.org/harvey to register and for 
more information. 

Kids Day Out, Saturday, December 1, from 9 am-2:30 pm. Age 4-months to 5th grade. 
Registration required. www.stpaulshouston.org/events. (also December 8)

Missions Market, Sunday, December 2, from 9 am - 12:30 pm on the Jones Plaza. You 
will be able to order delicious homemade tamales from Fe y Esperanza, purchase 
hand-crafted Bolivian items, handmade goods benefiting the St. Paul’s Prayer Quilt 
ministry, and Nepantla Life hand-crafted soaps and poetry, as well as manna bags. 
For more information, contact Amy Taylor at ataylor@stpaulshouston.org. 

Final Exam Survival Kits Distributed, Sunday, December 2, on Jones Plaza. 
Author Bill Martin to Speak to Journeys Class, Sunday, December 2, at 9:45 am in 

S-312. Dr. Bill Martin, author of “A Prophet with Honor: The Billy Graham Story,” 
and “With God on Our Side: The Rise of the Religious Right in America,” will discuss 
the life and ministry of Billy Graham (Dec. 2) and his relationships with presidents 
from Harry Truman to Donald Trump (Dec. 16). All invited.

Holding Hope, a 4-Week Advent Study/Prayer Circle, Sunday, December 2, at 12:15 
pm in S-312, for those who have experienced pregnancy or infant loss. For more 
information, email  Helen Spaw at hspaw@stpaulshouston.org.

Amazing Parents, Amazing Kids, Sunday, December 2, at 12:15 pm in J-204. A time 
of connection and mutual support for those whose children have developmental, 
emotional, medical, or learning differences. Childcare provided by reservation.  
RSVP to hspaw@stpaulshouston.org. (Meets on 1st Sundays)

Service of Advent Lessons and Carols, Sunday, December 2, at 5 pm in the Sanctuary; 
sung by the St. Paul’s Choir and Treble Choir, with music by Francisco Guerrero, 
Charles Stanford, Charles Wood, and Andrew Carter. Dessert reception hosted by 
St. Paul’s Youth in the Youth Center following the service.

Her | meneutics Bible Study for Women, Thursday, December 6, at 6:30 pm. For all 
women committed to maturing spiritually and cultivating a network of support 
and belonging; facilitated by Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan. Location rotates. (1st and 
3rd Thursdays only)

St. Paul’s Choir Annual Gingerbread House and Bake Sale, Saturday, December 
8, from 9 am-2 pm in the Jones Lobby. Come see the amazing houses for purchase 
built by members and friends of the choir. Also for sale are smaller wonderful baked 
goods and decorated gingerbread men (and women) perfect for stocking stuffers!

Sights, Sounds, and Smells of Christmas: a St. Paul’s tradition for all ages with children 
singing carols, arts and crafts, yummy goodies, and a visit from Santa! Sunday, 
December 9, from 4-6 pm in Fondren Hall.

Today is Commitment Sunday!
As we look forward to 2019, you’re invited to make a pledge to help fund the 
vibrant ministries of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. Please fill out your 
“All for the Common Good” pledge card and put it in the offering plate today 

or make a pledge online at www.stpaulshouston.org/stewardship



The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Open our hearts and minds, O God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, so that, 
as the Word is read and proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us 
this day. Amen.

FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 1:4-20

On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double portion, because 
he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival used to provoke 
her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb. So it went on 
year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke 
her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband Elkanah said to her, 
“Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not 
more to you than ten sons?”

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord. She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept 
bitterly. She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of 
your servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.”

As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah 
was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore 
Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, 
I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I 
have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a 
worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation 
all this time.” Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition 
you have made to him.” And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” 
Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her 
countenance was sad no longer.

They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went back 
to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered 
her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she 
said, “I have asked him of the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 113  Gerald Knight
The Antiphon is introduced by the choir and repeated by all.

Praise the Lord ye servants; O praise the Name of the Lord.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord from this time forth for evermore.
The Lord’s Name is praised from the rising up of the sun unto the going down of the same.
The Lord is high above all heathen and his glory above the heavens.
Who is like unto the Lord our God that hath his dwelling so high and yet humbleth 

himself to behold the things that are in heaven and earth.
He taketh up the simple out of the dust and lifteth the poor out of the mire;
That he may set him with the princes, even with the princes of his people.
He maketh the barren woman to keep house and to be a joyful mother of children.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 10:11-25

Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 
sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a 
single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” and since then has 
been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a 
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. And the Holy 
Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, “This is the covenant that I will make 
with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I 
will write them on their minds,” he also adds, “I will remember their sins and their 
lawless deeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any 
offering for sin.

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the 
blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain 
(that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold 
fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is 
faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn. During the hymn, children may be escorted to the Jones 
Building for Children’s Church. 

HYMN 163       “Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know” Hendon

GOSPEL  Mark 13:1-8

As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teach-
er, what large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you 
see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be 
thrown down.”

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be 
the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say 
to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, 
I am he! and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in 
various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON        Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING    “Ave Verum Corpus” Colin Mawby

Ave, verum corpus natum Hail the true body, born
de Maria Virgine: of the Virgin Mary:
vere passum, immolatum You who truly suffered and were sacrificed
in cruce pro homine: on the cross for the sake of man.
cujus latus perforatum From whose pierced flank
fluxit aqua et sanguine:  flowed water and blood:
esto nobis praegustatum, Be a foretaste for us
in mortis examine. in the trial of death.
O Jesu dulcis, O Jesu pie,  O sweet Jesus, O merciful Jesus, 
O Jesu Fili Mariae.   O Jesus, Son of Mary.
                                    Words: 14th Century

The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the offering.

DOXOLOGY, Hymnal 94 (sung by all)   Lasst Uns Erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

During the singing of the hymn, those who wish to unite with St. Paul’s Church are 
invited to come forward to the chancel for reception and recognition.

HYMN 400     “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Nettleton

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully 
in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES        

VOLUNTARY Fugue in F Major, BWV 540  Johann Sebastian Bach


