
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 19, 2017, at 8:30 and 11:05 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY     “Now Thank We All Our God” Piet Post

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 694          “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” St. George’s Windsor

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant 
us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have 
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Open our hearts and minds, O God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, so 
that, as the Word is read and proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 
say to us this day. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Judges 4:1-7

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud 
died. So the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who 
reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Har-
osheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had 
nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty 
years.

At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She 
used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill 
country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She sent 
and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to 
him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount 
Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebu-
lun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi 
Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

  Today at St. Paul’s
Exploring St. Paul’s, Sunday, 9:45 or 11:05 am in the Parlor. Visitors and new 

members are invited to come and learn about the St. Paul’s community and 
how to connect with each other and God.

GROW (2nd-5th grades), 9:45 am in the Jones Building basement. Theme for 
November is Gratitude: letting others know how they’ve helped you. 

Healing Arts Circle, 11:05 am in the Open Heart Studio, S-300; co-facilitated by 
Rev. Nataly Negrete and Helen Spaw. (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.)

Choral Scholars Recital Benefiting the Emergency Aid Coalition, 4 pm in the 
Sanctuary.

UMY, 5 pm in the Youth Center. All youth (6th–12th grades) are invited to dinner, 
fellowship, and to help complete the Christmas woodworking project.

Al-Anon, Sundays at 6 pm in S-109.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
Al-Anon Brown Bag Lunch, Mondays at noon in S-109. 

Calumet Friends (Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting), Mondays at 7 pm in 
J-203.

Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.

Sober Truths: Conversations for the Family, Tuesday evenings through 
December 19, at 7 pm in J-220. This series is designed for families helping a loved 
one through the recovery process. For information or to register, call 281-923-
6313 or email jamieedwards@therefugecenterhouston.com. 

Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast with Rev. Tommy Williams, Wednesdays 
at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.

Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday, beginning at noon on 
Wednesday, November 22, and reopening on Monday, November 27. During the 
holiday, for emergencies, please call 713-528-0527 to contact the clergy-on-call.

Upcoming 
Healing Circle of Light in the Darkness, Sunday, November 26 at 11 am in S-312, 

and facilitated by Rev. Andrew Wolfe and Ed Halloran. (Also Dec. 10 and 17.)

St. Paul’s Hosts Author Walter Isaacson, Monday, November 27, at 7:30 pm. 
Mr. Isaacson is best known for bestsellers Steve Jobs, Einstein, and Benjamin 
Franklin, and his current biography on Leonardo da Vinci. Purchase tickets at 
www.brazosbookstore.com/event/walter-isaacson.

Divorce Care Healing Art Circle, Tuesday, November 28, at 11:30 am in the Open 
Heart Studio, S-300. (2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month.) Childcare available.

Mary and the Magnificat, a free lecture by Rev. Dr. Jaime Clark-Soles, Thursday, 
November 30, 6:30-8 pm in Fondren Hall.

Kids Day Out, Saturday, December 2, from 9 am - 2:30 pm in the Jones Building. 
RSVP to childcare@stpaulshouston.org. (Also December 9)

Alternative Gift Market, Sunday, December 3, 9 am-12:30 pm in the Activity 
Center. Come and purchase beautiful, hand-crafted gifts from all over the world 
that provide enterprise and financial sustainability. Order your tamales and 
holiday pies from Agape Pastries too!

Final Exam “Survival Kits” Pick Up on the Jones Plaza, Sunday, December 3. 
All college students (or parents of college students) are invited to come by the 
table to pick up a “survival kit” for this busy time of year.

Amazing Parents, Amazing Kids, Sunday, December 3, at 12:15 pm in J-204. All 
parents are invited to this time of connection and mutual support for those whose 
children have developmental, emotional, medical, or learning differences. Lunch 
and childcare are provided. RSVP to Helen Spaw (hspaw@stpaulshouston.org). 
Meets the 1st Sunday of each month.

Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry, Sunday, December 3, at 1 pm, in Abraham 
Station. Volunteers sew quilts for those who are ill or experiencing difficult 
circumstances. Contact Sari Frey at sari.r.frey@gmail.com. Meets 1st Sunday 
of the month.

Depictions of Mary and Jesus MFAH Tour, December 3, meeting in the Parlor 
at 12:15 pm. All are invited to sign up for a tour discussing on the symbolism 
of Mary and Jesus through art, conducted by St. Paul’s member and Museum 
of Fine Arts Houston docent Carolyn Johnson. For more information or to 
register, visit www.stpaulshouston.org/gatherings. 

Service of Advent Lessons and Carols followed by Daniel Pinkham’s Christmas 
Cantata, Sunday, December 3, at 5 pm in the Sanctuary (Please note change 
in start time). A traditional service of Advent lessons interspersed with 
congregational carols will be followed by this uplifting choral work for choir, 
organ, and brass. Open to all. Dessert reception in the Youth Center to follow.

The Grief and Loss Healing Circle, Wednesday, December 6, from 6-7:30 pm in 
S-312. (1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month.)

Gingerbread House and Bake Sale with the St. Paul’s Choir, Saturday, December 
9, from 9am-2pm in the Jones Building Lobby. Come support your St. Paul’s 
Choir by purchasing a piece of edible art and other sumptuous goodies!

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Sunday Services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:05 am

5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004
713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax

Worship Leadership
Rev. Tommy Williams Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell Senior Associate Pastor
Rev. Nataly Negrete Fe y Esperanza Community
Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan Adult Faith Formation
Rev. Paul Richards-Kuan East End Missional Community
Rev. Andrew Wolfe Congregational Care
Rev. Dr. Bill Kerley Teaching Ministry
Kirby Traylor Interim Director of Music
Anna Teagarden Director of Children’s Music
Ken Coleman Organist
Bryan Anderson Associate Organist

The St. Paul’s family welcomes you as we worship God together.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in the Jones Building.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.
Please silence your cell phone.

Today is Stewardship Sunday!
As we look forward to 2018, you’re invited to make a pledge to help fund the 
vibrant ministries of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. Please fill out your 
pledge card and put it in the offering plate today or make a pledge online at 

www.stpaulshouston.org/stewardship



PSALM 123:1-5  

To you I lift up my eyes, to you enthroned in the heavens.
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes of a maid 

to the hand of her mistress,
So our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he show us his mercy.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, for we have had more than enough 

of contempt.
Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, and of the derision of the proud.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 
need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There 
is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, 
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you 
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness.

So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 
for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of 
faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us 
not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.

Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are 
doing.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn. During the hymn, children may be escorted to the 
Jones Building for Children’s Church. 

HYMN 131      “We Gather Together” Kremser

GOSPEL  Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus said, “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who 
had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made 
five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two 
more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of 
those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received 
the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not 
sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went 

and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master 
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did 
not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was 
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with 
the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have 
an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit.

The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON           “Investment in the Kingdom of God” Rev. Tommy Williams

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING                “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”   Southwell
Lord Jesus, think on me, and purge away my sin;
From earth-born passions set me free, and make me pure within.
Lord Jesus, think on me, amid the battle’s strife;
In all my pain and misery be thou my health and life.
Lord Jesus, think on me, nor let me go astray;
Through darkness and perplexity point thou the heavenly way.
Lord Jesus, think on me, that, when this life is past,
I may the eternal brightness see, and share thy joy at last.

The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the offering.

DOXOLOGY, Hymnal 94 (sung by all)  Lasst Uns Erfreuen
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God; all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

During the singing of the hymn, those who wish to unite with St. Paul’s Church are 
invited to come forward to the chancel for reception and recognition.

HYMN 540     “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” St. Thomas

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully 
in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY           Postlude on Gibbons’ Song 24 Charles Villiers Stanford 
 

    

   Lay Leaders
Linda Klemm (8:30 am) and Rob Negrin (11:05 am)

Flowers
The flowers at the Chancel are placed to the glory of God by Jim and Jeff Benton-

Henningsen in celebration of their anniversary.
The flowers at the Jones Plaza entrance are placed to the glory of God in loving 

memory of Mrs. Charles Byrne Hoffert (J. Alice Hoffert( by her daughter Jane 
Hoffert Moore and her granddaughters, Susan Moore Ishmael, Alicia Jane Moore, 
Sally L. Bakko (husband Ken), and great granddaughter, Rachel Alice Ishmael.    

New Members
We welcome Connie Ayers and Andy Foster and Susan and Olin Riser into the 

St. Paul’s family.


