
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 22, 2019, at 9:45 am

Entrance and Praise

Voluntary  Cantilena, from Sonata No. 11 in D Minor  Josef Rheinberger

WElcomE

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

Hymn 60         “I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath” Old 113th

GrEEtinG  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

collEct 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; 
and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast 
to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. amen.

All sit.

the ministry of the Word

PrayEr For illumination

Listen for the word that God has spoken
Speak, lord, to our speaking,
Speak, lord, to our listening,
Speak, lord, to our soul’s deep understanding. amen.

FirSt lESSon Jeremiah 8:18 - 9:1

My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick.  Hark, the cry of my poor 
people from far and wide in the land: “Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in 
her?” (“Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign 
idols?”) “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.”  For the 
hurt of my poor people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me.

Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health 
of my poor people not been restored? O that my head were a spring of water, and 
my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and night for the slain of my 
poor people! 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Pour out your spirit on this community and these gifts. We pray with confidence 
that the bread and wine that we have offered here will be to us the body and blood 
of Christ. By your spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
kinship with all the world. Through your Son Jesus Christ and with the Holy Spirit, 
we exalt you O God, our source of liberation and light. amen.

And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray.

lord’S PrayEr, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

BrEakinG oF tHE BrEad and BlESSinG oF tHE cuP

We break this bread, remembering the divisions of the world.
lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread remembering the disunity of the church.
lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread, remembering the fragmentation of our lives.
lord, heal our brokenness.

Fraction antHEm (sung by the choir)

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, Redeemer of the world, give us your peace.

All are invited to share in Holy Communion, coming by the center aisle and returning 
by the side aisles. Gluten free elements are available at the center stations. If you cannot 
come to the chancel, please notify an usher. 

antHEm “O Lamb of God Most Holy” Sandra Gay
O Lamb of God most holy! Who on the cross did suffer,
So patient still and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer;
Our sins by you were taken, or hope had us forsaken:
Have mercy on us, Jesus! 
When I survey the wondrous cross, on which the prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.
Your peace be with us, Jesus.

PrayEr aFtEr rEcEiVinG

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we commit ourselves to a life in which the glamour of evil 
is renounced, a life in which we give ourselves to God’s service, a life of love. amen.

All stand. 

Hymn 438    “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord” Duke Street

rEcEPtion oF nEW mEmBErS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in christian love.
as members together with you in the body of christ
and in this congregation of The united methodist church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully 
in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus christ.

BEnEdiction and SoundinG oF tHE cHimES

Voluntary  “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go”  George Dyson

  lay reader
James Flores

  Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God.
  

today at St. Paul’s 
conspire Sunday School class, 11:05 am in J-203. Weekly workshops explore spiritual 

practices that help us become more aware of God, self, others and our world. 
me too circle (Women only), 11:05 am in J-202. (Meets 4th Sundays)
umy & confirmation, 5 pm in the Youth Center. All youth (6th–12th grades) are invited 

to dinner, study, and fellowship. Questions?  email oksana@stpaulshouston.org.
P.r.a.y (Parents relating about youth), 5 pm in S-312. For parents of 6th-12-graders. 

Program: “Vaping” by LCSW Karen Sullivan and counseling graduate student Jennifer 
West plus peer pressure experienced by former youth. Childcare available with RSVP 
to childcare@stpaulshouston.org. 

al-anon, 6 pm in Abraham Station.

this Week at St. Paul’s 
tai chi, Mondays and Wednesdays at 9 am in the Activity Center.
al-anon, Mondays at noon in Abraham Station.
calumet Friends (Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting), Mondays at 7 pm in J-203.
lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Girls Bible Study. 7-8 pm. Youth Center. Questions? oksana@stpaulshouston.org.
men’s lectionary Bible Study Breakfast led by Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald, Wednesdays 

at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.
St. Paul’s moms, Wednesday, September 25, at 9:30 am in the Youth Center. 
al-anon, Wednesdays at noon in Abraham Station.
Veterans Helping Veterans, Wednesdays at noon in Youth Center. Lunch provided.  
Women’s lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara 

Robberson.
“Black Freedom Struggles,” a ProjectCURATE lecture in the A People’s History of 

Houston series. Thursday, September 26, at 6:30 pm. Tickets at www.projectcurate.org. 

St. Paul’s united methodist church
Rev. Dr. Jeff McDonald, Senior Minister

Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Senior Associate Minister
5501 main Street, Houston, texas 77004

The St. Paul’s family welcomes you as we worship God together.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in the Jones Building.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.
Please silence your cell phone.

Share your generosity with St. Paul’s by texting “stpaulshouston” to 77977. 
Your donation supports the ministry and mission efforts of the church.

Worship at St. Paul’s
Sunday Morning: 8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 am in the Sanctuary

Wednesday Communion Service: 12:15 pm in the Parlor (temporary location)
Fe y Esperanza: First Sundays at 5 pm in the Chapel

choral Evensong
Today at 4 pm

A service of scripture, prayer and music sung by St. Paul’s Choir 
and St. Paul’s Choral Scholars, including psalms, canticles and anthems 

by James Turle, Herbert Murrill, Ola Gjeilo and H. Balfour Gardiner    

Fellowship Friday, September 27, at 6:30 pm. Gather for dinner and fellowship 
with St. Paul’s friends at homes throughout Houston area.  

RSVP: www.stpaulshouston.org/fellowship-friday. Deadline: September 23.



PSalm 79:1-9  John Stainer 
 O God, the heathen have come into your inheritance; they have profaned your holy 
temple; they have made Jerusalem a heap of rubble.
They have given the bodies of your servants as food for the birds of the air, and the 

flesh of your faithful ones to the beasts of the field.
They have shed their blood like water on every side of Jerusalem, and there was no 

one to bury them.
We have become a reproach to our neighbors, an object of scorn and derision to 

those around us.
How long will you be angry, O Lord? Will your fury blaze like fire for ever?
Pour out your wrath upon the heathen who have not known you and upon the 

kingdoms that have not called upon your Name.
For they  have devoured Jacob and made his dwelling a ruin.
Remember not our past sins; let your compassion be swift to meet us; for we have 

been brought very low.
Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of your Name; deliver us and forgive us our 

sins, for your Name’s sake.

SEcond lESSon 1 timothy 2:1-7

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiv-
ings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.  This is right and is 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God; there is also one media-
tor between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a 
ransom for all – this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald 
and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and truth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand.

Hymn 562    “Jesus, Lord, We Look to Thee” Savannah

GoSPEl  luke 16:1-13

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.  So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 
Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 
I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may 
welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his masters debtors one by one, he 
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs 
of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then 
he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers 
of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his master com-
mended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of 
this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children 
of light.  And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth 
so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dis-
honest in a very little is dishonest also in much.  If then you have not been faithful 
with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have 
not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 
No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, 
or be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All sit. The congregation joins in saying Psalm 19:14.

Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, o lord,
my strength and my redeemer. amen.

SErmon                “What If I Have too Much Money?”        Rev. Paul Richards-Kuan

responses and offerings
All stand.

tHE aPoStlES’ crEEd, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PrayErS oF tHE PEoPlE
During each petition, a time of silent meditation is held. Each petition concludes with:

Lord, in your loving grace,  
make us instruments of your peace.

inVitation, conFESSion and Pardon

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. Let us pray.

merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 
have done, and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we 
have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
in the name of Jesus christ, you are forgiven! Glory be to God. amen.

PaSSinG oF tHE PEacE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

rEGiStration oF attEndancE and announcEmEntS

Please register your attendance and share any prayer requests you may have on the pew 
card or on the St. Paul’s app. 

If you are going to become a member of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church today, please 
bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; otherwise, place it in the offering 
plate. We welcome new members each quarter on Joining Sundays, which follow our New 
Member Connection.

oFFErinG “Exultate, Jubilate” Ola Gjeilo

Exultate jubilate. Rejoice, resound with joy.
O vos animæ beatae,  O you blessed souls, rejoice, 
exultate jubilate.  resound with joy,
Summa Trinitas revelatur The Great Trinity is revealed
et ubique adoratur, and everywhere adored;
date gloriam, date illi gloriam. Give glory. Give it glory.
Summa Trias adoratur,  The Great Triad is adored, 
date illi gloriam. give it glory.
Tu virginum corona,  You, o crown of virgins, 
tu nobis pacem dona. grant us peace,
Tu consolare affectus,  Console our feelings 
unde suspirat cor. Alleluia. from which our hearts sigh. Alleluia.

The congregation stands when the acolytes come forward to present the elements.

Hymn at tHE oFFErinG (sung by all)  Deus Tuorum Militum

Bless thou the gifts our hands have brought;  
Bless thou the work our hearts have planned.
ours is the faith, the will, the thought; the rest, o God, is in thy hand.

the Sacrament of Holy communion
GrEat tHankSGiVinG

The Lord be with you.  and also with you.
Lift up your hearts!  We lift them up to the lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  it is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is with joy and wonder that we give thanks to you, O God our Creator, who paid 
the ultimate price for your people. You gave hope when all hope had gone, life 
when loss seemed overwhelming, and embraced the dark night of our despair. In 
the company of the heavenly host, joining our voices with the angels we praise you 
God as we sing:

SanctuS and BEnEdictuS (sung by all)  Richard Proulx

Music: Richard Proulx, ©1985, G.I.A. Publications, Incc Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE A-729097. All rights reserved. 

The congregation sits.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He was born in Bethlehem, and 
from the moment of his birth he became a victim. As a child-refugee he watched 
the cruelty of the world. He was the suffering servant, the lamb to the slaughter, 
the scapegoat of those he came to save. Those around him fled as he was murdered 
before the masses. 

Disturbing and confounding our expectations, your Son Jesus Christ rose from the 
grave and gave us the promise of eternal life, where all iniquity and injustice will be 
banished, where suffering and servility will be stripped away, where we will truly 
be happy, at peace, and at one with you. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus shared bread and wine with 
his friends. Breaking the bread he said, “This is my body, receive it in remembrance 
of me.” In the same way, after the last supper he poured wine and said, “This is my 
blood, receive it in remembrance of me.”

So, gracious God, we gladly say:

Goodness is stronger than evil. love is stronger than hate.
light is stronger than darkness. truth is stronger than lies.


