
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 19, 2018, at 9:45 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY   Prelude in G Major, Op 37, No. 2   Felix Mendelssohn

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 92         “For the Beauty of the Earth” Dix

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and 
also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his 
redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Listen for the word that God has spoken
Speak, Lord, to our speaking,
Speak, Lord, to our listening,
Speak, Lord, to our soul’s deep understanding. Amen.

FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14

Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. The time 
that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and 
thirty-three years in Jerusalem. So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; 
and his kingdom was firmly established. 

Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sac-
rificed and offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice 
there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt 
offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; 
and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown 
great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before 
you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and 
you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit 
on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king 
in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to 
go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give 
your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 
between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

So, gracious God, we gladly say:

Goodness is stronger than evil. Love is stronger than hate.
Light is stronger than darkness. Truth is stronger than lies.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND BLESSING OF THE CUP

We break this bread, remembering the divisions of the world.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread remembering the disunity of the church.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

We break this bread, remembering the fragmentation of our lives.
Lord, heal our brokenness.

FRACTION ANTHEM (sung by all) Christopher Betts

  
All are invited to share in the sacrament, coming by the center aisle and returning by 
the side aisles. Gluten free communion is available at the center stations. If you cannot 
come to the chancel, please notify an usher. 

ANTHEM “O Taste and See”   Ralph Vaughn Williams
O taste and see how gracious the Lord is. Blest is the man that trusteth in him. 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given your-
self to us. Grant that we commit ourselves to a life in which the glamour of evil is 
renounced, a life in which we give ourselves to God’s service, a life of love. Amen.

All Stand. 

HYMN 157     “Jesus Shall Reign” Duke Street

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY    Fugue in G Major, Op. 37, No 2   Felix Mendelssohn

 Lay Reader
Tongula Steddum.

Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God by Carol Cherry in loving 

memory of her parents, Fred and Billie Marie Cherry.
The flowers in the Narthex are placed to the glory of God in honor of Amy Womack 

on her 90th birthday by her family.

Today at St. Paul’s
Interested in a Children’s Choir? Sign up for one of the children’s choirs offered at St. 

Paul’s. For more information, www.stpaulshouston.org/childrenschoirs.
EAC E3 Clothing Drive, today through September 2. Donate new and gently used 

casual to couture clothing, shoes, and accessories for men, women, and children for  
the Emergency Aid Coalition’s (EAC) upcoming annual clothing sale September 11-
13 at 919 Milam. Donation barrels are located at church entrances. www.eachouston.
org for more information.

Conspire, 11:05 am in J-203. Conspire is a community of seekers and practitioners 
gathered for contemplation and discussion. People of all faiths and spiritual practice 
experience levels are welcome.

Women’s Healing Art Circle, 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 1st and 3rd Sundays) 
Children and Youth Leaders’ Luncheon with Safe Sanctuary Training, 12:15 pm in 

Fondren Hall. Childcare provided. 
Children’s LEGO© Healing Circle, 12:15 pm in J-120. A light lunch will be served. 

This Circle is specifically for elementary-age children. For more information or to 
RSVP, email Helen Spaw at hspaw@stpaulshouston.org. (Meets on 3rd Sundays)

This Week & Upcoming at St. Paul’s 
UMW (United Methodist Women) Resumes, Tuesday, August 21, at 10 am in J-204.
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Disciple Bible Study Registration Opens, Wednesday, August 22. Register at www.

stpaulshouston.org/gatherings. For details, krichards-kuan@stpaulshouston.org.
Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.
Veterans Helping Veterans, Wednesdays at noon in the Youth Center. Lunch is 

provided following a time of connection and healing.  
Holy Communion, Wednesdays at 12:15 pm in the Chapel.    
Diabetes Support Group, Wednesday, August 22, from 6-7 pm in J-202. Free and open 

to all. For questions, call Pam at 713-441-0001. (Meets 4th Wednesdays) 
Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson.
Kids Night Out, Friday, August 24, from 6-10:30 pm. For children 4-months to 5th 

grade. Cost is $25/child ($5 per extra sibling). Register at www.stpaulshouston.
org/events.

Help Clean our Sanctuary with the Holy Dusters, Saturday, August 25, beginning 
at 8 am. Volunteers of all ages are invited to lend a hand to help keep our sanctuary 
pristine and beautiful. All supplies are provided. Childcare available.

“Keeping Faith in a Multifaith Society,” Saturday, August 25, 9 am-3:30 pm, at St. 
Paul’s UMC. Learn together with neighbors of different religions during this day-
long course offered through SMU Perkins’ Houston Lay School of Theology. More 
details and registration: www.smu.edu/HLS/Aug2018 or call 214-768-3664.

Celebration Sunday and Locomotion Promotion, Sunday, August 26, 9 am to 2 pm.  
Locomotion Promotion train rides will be on the plaza while a ministry fair will 
be in the Jones Lobby for people to learn about and sign up for fall activities for 
all ages. Lunch will be served in Fondren Hall with a special music performance at 
12:15 pm followed by a welcome from Rev. Tommy Williams.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004

713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax



It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of 
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 
I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; 
no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. I give 
you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king 
shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 111   
The Antiphon is introduced by the cantor and then repeated by all.

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of 
the upright, in the congregation.

Great are the deeds of the Lord! They are studied by all who delight in them.
Antiphon 
His work is full of majesty and splendor, and his righteousness endures for ever.
He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; the Lord is gracious and full of 

compassion.
Antiphon 
He gives food to those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant.
He has shown his people the power of his works in giving them the lands of the 

nations.
Antiphon 
The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; all his commandments are sure.
They stand fast for ever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity.
Antiphon 
He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant for ever; holy and 

awesome is his Name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; those who act accordingly have a 

good understanding; his praise endures for ever.
Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 5:15-20

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most 
of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be 
filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among 
yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to 
God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn.  

HYMN 451      “Be Thou My Vision” Slane

GOSPEL  John 6:51-58

Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 
this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is 
my flesh.” 

The religious authorities then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those 
who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on 

the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my 
flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 
This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors 
ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON             Rev. Andrew Wolfe

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
A time of extended silent meditation follows. Each petition concludes with:

Lord in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore let us confess our sin before 
God and one another. Let us pray.

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 
have done, and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we 
have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory be to God.  Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING    “Thy Perfect Love”    John Rutter

Jesu, my love, my joy, my rest, Thy perfect love close in my breast
That I thee love and never rest; And make me love thee of all thinge best,
And wounde my heart in thy love free, That I may reign in joy evermore with thee.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the elements.

DOXOLOGY Hymnal 587 (sung by all)   Deus Tuorum Militum

Bless thou the gifts our hands have brought; 
Bless thou the work our hearts have planned.
Ours is the faith, the will, the thought; The rest, O God, is in thy hand.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
You were born in Bethlehem, and from the moment of your birth you became a 
victim.  As a child-refugee you watched the cruelty of the world. You were baptized 
for us in the River Jordan as God’s true Son, upon whom His favor rests.  You 
were driven into the desert and were tempted in everyway and remained faithful.  
You gave hope when all hope had gone, life when loss seemed overwhelming and 
embraced the dark night of our despair.  The world treated you with hate, but you 
healed it through your humility.
You were the suffering servant, the lamb to the slaughter, the scapegoat of those 
you came to save.  You are the creator, who paid the ultimate price for your people,  
In the Garden of Gethsemane your heart was broken, but you did not abandon us.  
Those around you fled, as you were murdered before the masses.
Disturbing and confounding our expectations you rose from the grave and gave us 
the promise of eternal life, where all iniquity and injustice will be banished, where 
suffering and servility will be stripped away, where we will truly be happy, at peace, 
and at one with you.  In the company of the heavenly host, joining our voices with 
the angels we praise you God as we sing:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS (sung by all)  Robert Powell

     

Music: Robert J. Powell, ©1985, Church Publishing, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE A-729097. All rights reserved.

The congregation sits.

Foreseeing all, you shared bread and wine with your friends. Breaking the bread 
you said, “This is my body, receive it in remembrance of me.” In the same way 
after the last supper, you poured wine and said, “This is my blood, receive it in 
remembrance of me.” We pray now with confidence, that the bread and wine we 
have offered here will be to us too your own body and blood.


