
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 19, 2018, at 8:30 and 11:05 am

Entrance and Praise
VOLUNTARY   Prelude in G Major, Op 37, No. 2   Felix Mendelssohn

The congregation rises as the crucifer passes.

HYMN 92         “For the Beauty of the Earth” Dix

GREETING  

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you also.
Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.

COLLECT 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and 
also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his 
redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All sit.

The Ministry of the Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Open our hearts and minds, O God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, so that, 
as the Word is read and proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us 
this day. Amen.

FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14

Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. The time 
that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and 
thirty-three years in Jerusalem. So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; 
and his kingdom was firmly established. 

Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sac-
rificed and offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice 
there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt 
offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; 
and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown 
great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before 
you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and 
you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit 
on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king 

Today at St. Paul’s
Interested in a Children’s Choir? Visit the table on the Jones Plaza to learn more and 

sign up for one of the children’s choirs offered at St. Paul’s. For more information, 
contact Anna Teagarden at annateagarden@msn.com or register online at www.
stpaulshouston.org/childrenschoirs.

EAC E3 Clothing Drive, today through September 2. Donate new and gently used 
casual to couture clothing, shoes, and accessories for men, women, and children for  
the Emergency Aid Coalition’s (EAC) upcoming annual clothing sale September 11-
13 at 919 Milam. Donation barrels are located at church entrances. www.eachouston.
org for more information.

Sunday School for All Ages, 9:45  am. For more information of classes available, please 
visit the Welcome Cart on the Jones Plaza.

GROW (Sunday school for 2nd-5th grades), 9:45 am in the Jones Building basement. 
The theme for August is Wisdom: Finding out what you should do and doing it.

Conspire, 11:05 am in J-203. Conspire is a community of seekers and practitioners 
gathered for contemplation and discussion. People of all faiths and spiritual practice 
experience levels are welcome.

Women’s Healing Art Circle, 11:05 am in S-300. (Meets 1st and 3rd Sundays) 
Children and Youth Leaders’ Luncheon with Safe Sanctuary Training, 12:15 pm in 

Fondren Hall. Childcare provided. 
Children’s LEGO© Healing Circle, 12:15 pm in J-120. A light lunch will be served. 

This Circle is specifically for elementary-age children. For more information or to 
RSVP, email Helen Spaw at hspaw@stpaulshouston.org. (Meets on 3rd Sundays)

Al-Anon, Sundays at 6 pm in Abraham Station.

This Week at St. Paul’s 
UMW (United Methodist Women) Resumes, Tuesday, August 21, at 10 am in J-204.
Lectionary Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell, Tuesdays at noon in J-211.
Disciple Bible Study Registration Opens, Wednesday, August 22. Online registration 

for Fall Disciple classes opens August 22; paper registration opens August 26. We 
welcome all levels of biblical familiarity to each of these impactful, 12-week studies: 
Invitation to John beginning September 10, Fast Track Old Testament beginning 
September 16, and Fast Track Genesis-Exodus beginning September 16. Register at 
www.stpaulshouston.org/gatherings. For details, contact Karyn Richards-Kuan at 
krichards-kuan@stpaulshouston.org.

Men’s Lectionary Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at 7 am in Fondren Lounge.
Al-Anon, Wednesdays at noon in Abraham Station.
Veterans Helping Veterans, Wednesdays at noon in the Youth Center. Lunch is 

provided following a time of connection and healing.  
Holy Communion, Wednesdays at 12:15 pm in the Chapel.    
Diabetes Support Group, Wednesday, August 22, from 6-7 pm in J-202. Free and open 

to all. For questions, call Pam at 713-441-0001. (Meets 4th Wednesdays) 
Women’s Lectionary Bible Study, Thursdays at 8:30 am in J-203, with Rev. Barbara Robberson.
Kids Night Out, Friday, August 24, from 6-10:30 pm. For children 4-months to 5th 

grade. Cost is $25/child ($5 per extra sibling). Register at www.stpaulshouston.
org/events.

Help Clean our Sanctuary with the Holy Dusters, Saturday, August 25, beginning 
at 8 am. Volunteers of all ages are invited to lend a hand to help keep our sanctuary 
pristine and beautiful. All supplies are provided. Childcare available.

“Keeping Faith in a Multifaith Society,” Saturday, August 25, 9 am-3:30 pm, at St. 
Paul’s UMC. Learn together with neighbors of different religions during this day-
long course offered through SMU Perkins’ Houston Lay School of Theology. More 
details and registration: www.smu.edu/HLS/Aug2018 or call 214-768-3664.

Upcoming 
Celebration Sunday and Locomotion Promotion, Sunday, August 26, 9 am to 2 pm.  

Locomotion Promotion train rides will be on the plaza while a ministry fair will 
be in the Jones Lobby for people to learn about and sign up for fall activities for 
all ages. Lunch will be served in Fondren Hall with a special music performance at 
12:15 pm followed by a welcome from Rev. Tommy Williams.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Sunday Services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:05 am

5501 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77004
713-528-0527, voice     www.stpaulshouston.org     713-528-7748, fax

Worship Leadership
Rev. Tommy Williams Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Matthew Russell Senior Associate Pastor
Rev. Nataly Negrete Fe y Esperanza Community
Rev. Karyn Richards-Kuan Adult Faith Formation
Rev. Paul Richards-Kuan East End Missional Community
Rev. Andrew Wolfe Congregational Care
Rev. Dr. Bill Kerley Teaching Ministry
Christopher Betts Director of Music
Anna Teagarden Director of Children’s Music
Ken Coleman Organist
Benjamin Kerswell Organ Scholar

The St. Paul’s family welcomes you as we worship God together.
Childcare for infants and toddlers is provided in the Jones Building.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.
Please silence your cell phone.

One Year Later - Hurricane Harvey: On this one-year anniversary, we recognize how 
the storm has affected Houston and the St. Paul’s community by offering prayer 
support on Aug. 26 in the Chapel following all services, on Aug. 27 with the Prayer 
Team at 10:30 am, and Aug. 29 during the mid-week Holy Communion service at 
12:15 pm. Contact Rev. Andrew Wolfe at awolfe@stpaulshouston.org for details.

Youth Back-to-School Bash, Sunday, August 26. All youth are invited to meet at the 
church at 4 pm to travel by bus to the home of St. Paul’s Youth Director Tiffin Wilsford 
for a fun evening of swimming, zip-lining, food, and fellowship. Will return to the 
church by 7 pm.

Swift Night Out, Tuesday, August 28, at 7:30 pm in our main parking lot. Bring a lawn 
chair and mosquito repellent, sit with friends, and watch the swifts return to St. 
Paul’s chimney to roost for the night. Co-sponsored by Houston Audubon Society 
and Nature Discovery Center. All invited.

Amazing Parents, Amazing Kids, Sunday, September 2, 12:15 pm in J-204. A time 
of connection and mutual support for those whose children have developmental, 
emotional, medical, or learning differences. Lunch and childcare are provided.  
RSVP to hspaw@stpaulshouston.org. (Meets on 1st Sundays)

Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry, Sunday, September 2, 1 pm, in Abraham Station. 
Contact Sari Frey at sari.r.frey@gmail.com. (Meets on 1st Sundays)

Treble Choir Rehearsals Resume, Wednesday, September 5, 5:30-6:30 pm in the 
Activity Center (temporary children’s choir room). For details, contact Anna Teagarden 
at annateagarden@msn.com.

Harvey Rebuild Continues, Saturday, September 8. Volunteer to help rebuild and 
repair homes impacted by Harvey. Shifts available 8:30 am - 4 pm; age 14 and up. 
For more information, contact Amy Taylor at ataylor@stpaulshouston.org. To sign 
up, visit www.stpaulshouston.org/harvey. 

Greeter and Welcome Team Training, Sunday, September 9, 9:45 am or 11:05 am 
in the Parlor (choose one).  Everyone interested in joining or who is already on the 
Greeter and Welcome Team is invited to this short training to learn more about the 
welcoming ministry at St. Paul’s, basic safety information, and share a light breakfast. 
For more information or to RSVP, email Nina Hall at nina@stpaulshouston.org.

Children’s Choir Rehearsals Resume, Sunday, September 9, 11:15 am in the Activity 
Center (temporary children’s choir room). Children will leave the 11:05 am service 
during the second hymn to walk to rehearsal together. For details, contact Anna 
Teagarden at annateagarden@msn.com.

Kick-Off for Two Project Curate Events, Friday, September 7, 6:30-8:30 pm. Come and 
learn more about Whiteness 101: From Privilege to Solidarity beginning September 
21 and  Frequencies: A Paradigm for Social Exchange beginning September 22. 
Volunteers are needed to help with registration and orientation. To help please 
contact Claudia Crane at crane@stpaulshouston.org. For more information, visit 
www.projectcurate.org.



in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to 
go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give 
your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 
between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of 
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 
I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; 
no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. I give 
you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king 
shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 111   
The Antiphon is introduced by the cantor and then repeated by all.

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of 
the upright, in the congregation.

Great are the deeds of the Lord! They are studied by all who delight in them.
Antiphon 
His work is full of majesty and splendor, and his righteousness endures for ever.
He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; the Lord is gracious and full of 

compassion.
Antiphon 
He gives food to those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant.
He has shown his people the power of his works in giving them the lands of the 

nations.
Antiphon 
The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; all his commandments are sure.
They stand fast for ever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity.
Antiphon 
He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant for ever; holy and 

awesome is his Name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; those who act accordingly have a 

good understanding; his praise endures for ever.
Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 5:15-20

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most 
of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be 
filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among 
yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to 
God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand and sing the hymn. During the hymn, children may be escorted to the Jones 
Building for Children’s Church. 

HYMN 451      “Be Thou My Vision” Slane

GOSPEL  John 6:51-58

Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 
this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is 
my flesh.” 

The religious authorities then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those 
who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on 
the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my 
flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 
This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors 
ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please sit. The congregation joins in repeating Psalm 19:14.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

SERMON      “Becoming Wise” Rev. Tommy Williams

Responses and Offerings
All stand.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED, Hymnal 881 (said in unison)

All sit.

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER, Hymnal 895 (said in unison)

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

REGISTRATION OF ATTENDANCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please register your attendance on the pew card and share any prayer requests you 
may have on the opposite side of the card. If you would like to become a member of St. 
Paul’s Church today, please bring the card with you to the front during the last hymn; 
otherwise, place it in the offering plate.

OFFERING    “Thy Perfect Love”    John Rutter

Jesu, my love, my joy, my rest,
Thy perfect love close in my breast
That I thee love and never rest;
And make me love thee of all thinge best,
And wounde my heart in thy love free,
That I may reign in joy evermore with thee.

The congregation stands when the ushers come forward to present the offering.

DOXOLOGY Hymnal 587 (sung by all)   Deus Tuorum Militum

Bless thou the gifts our hands have brought; 
Bless thou the work our hearts have planned.
Ours is the faith, the will, the thought;
The rest, O God, is in thy hand. 

During the singing of the hymn, those who wish to unite with St. Paul’s Church are 
invited to come forward to the chancel for reception and recognition.

HYMN 157     “Jesus Shall Reign” Duke Street

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
When new members are received, the congregation responds in unison:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant to participate faithfully 
in the ministries of the church
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION AND SOUNDING OF THE CHIMES

VOLUNTARY    Fugue in G Major, Op. 37, No 2   Felix Mendelssohn

 

 Lay Readers
Linda Klemm (8:30 am) and David Kim (11:05 am)

Flowers
The flowers in the Chancel are placed to the glory of God by Carol Cherry in loving 

memory of her parents, Fred and Billie Marie Cherry.
The flowers in the Narthex are placed to the glory of God in honor of Amy Womack 

on her 90th birthday by her family.


