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Texts:  Micah 5:2-5a • Luke 1:46b-55 • Hebrews 10:5-10 • Luke 1:39-45

Micah 5:2-5a 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from 
of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she 
who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the 
people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now 
he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. If the 
Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them 
seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.

Luke 1:46b-55 
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 

my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One 

has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 

thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to 

the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for-
ever.”



Even You • December 20, 2015 • Rev. Thomas A. (Tommy) Williams • Page 2

Hebrews 10:5-10 
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and of-

ferings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offer-
ings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.

Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of 
the book it is written of me).” 

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacri-
fices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered accord-
ing to the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes 
the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Luke 1:39-45 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
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The Coming, by the Welsh poet and Anglican priest R.S. Thomas:
And God held in his hand 
A small globe. Look he said, 
The son looked. Far off, 
As through water, he saw 
A scorched land of fierce 
Colour. The light burned 
There; crusted buildings 
Cast their shadows: a bright 
Serpent, a river 
Uncoiled itself, radiant 
With slime. 
On a bare 
Hill a bare tree saddened 
The sky. Many people 
Held out their thin arms 
To it, as though waiting 
For a vanished April 
To return to its crossed  
Boughs. 
The son watched 
Them. Let me go there, he said.
And God did. Through this peasant girl. Amazing.
For this Advent fourth Sunday, it really is all about Mary. 
Every Sunday we recite in the Apostles’ Creed that Jesus was “born of the 

Virgin Mary.”
Every time we sing an Evensong service we sing Mary’s Magnificat: “My soul 

magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 
You might argue that no woman has influenced western history and culture 

more than Mary. 
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Mariologists are people, experts, who study the whole phenomenon of Mary 
through the centuries, and their research is fascinating. They point to reports of 
her appearance to children at Lourdes and Fatima where people still flock to get a 
glimpse. The Virgin of Guadalupe was a vision of Mary reported by a peasant in 
Mexico that is commemorated still with parades and processions and devotions. 

This was the most visited holy site in 2013 of any other – Christian or non-
Christian alike.

Mary was a poor peasant girl from a working class family in Nazareth, a vil-
lage so insignificant that it is not mentioned in the Old Testament, by the historian 
Josephus of the era, or in the Jewish Talmud. The experience with the angel took 
place in an unknown, ordinary house, not the temple. 

When the angel Gabriel appears and tells Mary about the birth of her son 
Jesus, Mary responded in words of faith that have echoed through the centuries: “I 
am the Lord’s servant, may it be to me as you have said.” 

I guess Mary could have said no. In some way the incarnation resulted not 
only from the work of God the Father but also from the will of Mary. According to 
Thomas Aquinas, human redemption depended upon the consent of the pregnant 
teenager Mary. She did not ask to bear the Son of God, nor was she compelled to do 
so. I suppose she very well could have said no to God but didn’t.

Mary was also a prophet. Her Magnificat is deeply personal as well as social, 
economic, and political. God, “has been mindful of the humble state of His servant. 
. . the Mighty One has done great things for me.” Then Mary sings to God because 
He has “brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He 
has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.” 

I wonder what King Herod or Emperor Tiberius thought if they heard her 
words. 

William Temple, a past Archbishop of Canterbury, warned his missionaries 
to India never to read the Magnificat in public. “Christians were already suspect in 
that country and they were cautioned against reading verses so inflammatory.”

The Magnificat is beautiful as long as it stays in its place right– in worship 
services, in liturgies and prayers and sanctuaries.
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In the early 20th century it was said during the Russian revolution that it was 
possible to be a citizen of the land and not be part of the revolution. It was possible 
to go to the festivities of the revolution and not be part of the revolution itself.

In the same way this is a cautionary tale for Christian people in this particu-
lar season. It is possible to be Christian, to be in attendance, to say the words of the 
Magnificat and not engage their implications for our society and world. 

When read as both personal and social The Magnificat of Mary is as much 
a prophetic and even revolutionary song. The same word “blessed” in the Greek is 
used in the Beatitudes as well. Blessed are the poor, those who mourn. Each simply 
means “those who have found favor with God.”

And if one finds favor with God and they are the ones with no favor in the 
world order, this is an explicit commentary on that world order.

Imagine if you are singing Mary’s ancient song in the middle of Syria right 
now as Assad slaughters his citizens. Or imagine if you are singing it in South 
America as the government sits helpless as drugs and gangs decimate neighbor-
hoods and people flee seeking hope. 

The truth is that all of us can receive comfort and challenge through Mary’s 
ancient song. The song can sing among the families of Damascus, Syria; Mexico, El 
Salvador, River Oaks, Garden Oaks, East End, Southwest, Montrose, your house-
hold and mine.

Can we even imagine the level of fear and anxiety Mary must have felt along 
the way?

Mary is alone and disadvantaged in terms of social status. As Barbara Brown 
Taylor notes, “What she does not have is a sonogram, or a husband, or an affidavit 
from the Holy Spirit that says, ‘The child really is mine. Now leave the poor girl alone.’” 

She has lots of reasons to have fear and anxiety. 
But the young girl doesn’t have to explain her situation to Elizabeth or even 

to ask for acceptance. As Mary appears for their visit, Elizabeth sings and embraces 
her.
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African-American Christian mystic Howard Thurman said that  “It is our 
great and blessed fortune that our lives are never left to themselves alone. (Like 
Mary and Elizabeth) we are visited in ways that we can understand, and in ways 
that are beyond our understanding, by highlights, great moments of inspiration, 
quiet reassurances of grace, simple manifestations… of the goodness of life.”

These quiet things enrich the common life and give to the ordinary experi-
ences of our daily grind significance and a strength that steadies and inspires.”

In what ways is God asking for our faithful response?
Mary is what in Greek was called theotokos or “the God-bearer.”  
I heard this phrase several years ago, and it still sits with me. Christian mystic 

Meister Eckhart said that we are all called to be “mothers of God. For God is always 
needing to be born” anew.

What would it mean for even you and even me to bear something holy in the 
world? 

What will it mean this year, and next, to say yes to God, to labor for it, and 
offer newness and life from God?

I think Mary is meant to teach us not just about the first incarnation but 
about incarnations.

If you are like me, perhaps you look to say yes to God in grandiose ways, 
looking this Christmas or the coming new year for that thing — the new project, 
new person, new possibilities as yet unknown to give yourself to. 

Maybe. But before you go looking for a grand adventure well beyond your 
sight for this calling from God — What about right around you?

Robert Louis Stevenson reminds us that 
The best things are nearest:  
breath in your nostrils, 
light in your eyes, 
flowers at your feet, 
duties at your hand, 
the path of God just before you.



Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Rose Hernandez at 713-528-0527 or rhernandez@stpaulshouston.org.
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May we find right in front of us – the births of something new and holy, the 
good, the true and the beautiful.


