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Texts: Jeremiah 33:14-16 • Psalm 25:1-10 • 1 Thessalonians 3:9-
13 • Luke 21:25-36

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time 
I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.”

Psalm 25:1-10 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my en-

emies exult over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed 

who are wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

for you I wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have 

been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to 

your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who 

keep his covenant and his decrees.
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1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 

before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Luke 21:25-36 
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People 
will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the pow-
ers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in 
a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, 
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon 
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom 
of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 
like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be 
alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things 
that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
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Our scripture texts today are depicted in grand dramatic fashion. The images 
are vivid.

The season of Advent literally means coming, the beginning of something. 
Each Sunday of this season walks us through dimensions or ways of experiencing 
the presence of Christ from the second coming of Jesus to the birth of Jesus.

The one emphasized today — the second coming of Jesus, the second Ad-
vent — indicate the period of preparation that Christian people engage so that we’re 
ready to remember the birth of Christ, the continued presence of Christ in our 
midst, and the coming presence of Christ when He will come to restore all things. 
This is where our scriptures  point us today. 

People have always been fascinated with the second Advent coming of Jesus. 
Passages like these confused early Christians and caused many to think that 

the return of Christ was imminent.
Popes and saints down through the centuries predicted the second coming 

on particular days and years. And we have known them in our lifetimes, too. 
Haley’s Comet in 1910 produced some hysteria; some people took precau-

tions by sealing the chimneys, windows, and doors of their houses. 
On the eve of 2000, everyone was expecting the apocalypse. Religious seers 

saw the Second Coming coming. It was speculated that computers would stop 
working, power grids would falter, and then what would be the fallout? 

Many people stockpiled food and water and who knows what else. Maybe 
some of you did so. That’s OK.

What do we make of these scripture passages?
While the end of the world might be difficult to relate to, for some it is the end 

of the world in your own lives — sickness and loss, grief and betrayals, addictions, 
and loneliness, end of a life, end of a marriage, end of a career, end of a hope or dream 
for some of us of what you thought life was going to be — these images in Luke might 
not seem too far off after all. It might feel as though life is coming to an end.

Apocalyptic imagery makes sense to people who are going through a lot and 
grappling with what it might mean. 
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In light of all that we know, I welcome a word of hope – a different narrative, a 
different story.

And so dear friends, this is the great hope of Advent: that our faith story, our faith 
narrative takes root in us individually and collectively once again and that it does so 
deeply that we are able to stand up and receive the hope that comes in Christ whenever he 
comes to us.

Our Gospel points out that it is in “standing up” is how we notice this Jesus when 
he appears.

Standing up is how we notice and see.
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin said this: “At all costs we must renew in ourselves the 

desire and the hope for the great coming. But where are we to look for the source of this 
rejuvenation? From the perception of a more intimate connection between the victory 
of Christ and the outcome of the work which our human effort here below is seeking to 
construct.” 

To know God means to know what has to be done.”
And how do we know what has to be done?
As you may know, we’ve been involved in the last couple of weeks with the refu-

gee question that we have long faced as a nation. The latest has to do with Syrian refu-
gees and political rhetoric.

How do we know what has to be done in light of fear in our world?
We don’t always know, but Jesus tells us to stand up and be alert so we will know 

what is right when the time comes.
The Gospel on this first Sunday of Advent seems to me like a great drama. The 

scenes are painted vividly, we are the characters, God in Christ is central.
C.S. Lewis helps me understand this story as a very real drama. We don’t know 

everything about the play, whether we’re in the first or last act, or even which characters 
play the minor and major roles. 

We really have no idea when the end of the play ought to come. But the plot 
will find fulfillment, even if our limited understanding right now obscures it. Per-
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haps the author will fill us in after it is over, but for now, “playing it well is what 
matters infinitely.”

And so in Luke’s Gospel this week, Jesus exhorts his followers to “play it well.” 
I think ultimately that playing our part faithfully is what has to be done. Sometimes 
it will seem grand and other times it will seem small.

While out hoeing the row in his garden yard by yard, St. Francis was asked 
what he would do tomorrow if he knew it was his last day and Jesus was coming 
again. He said, “I would hoe the row in the garden.” 

Faithfulness to the people and the tasks you’ve been given is what we know 
has to be done.

The writer Anne Lamott is a person of deep, irreverent, and authentic faith. 
In her book on the craft of writing, she shares the following remembrance: “Thirty 
years ago my older brother, who was ten years old at the time, was trying to get a 
report written on birds that he’d had three months to write, which was due the next 
day. We were out at our family cabin, and he was at the kitchen table close to tears, 
surrounded by binder paper and pencils and unopened books about birds, immobi-
lized by the hugeness of the task ahead. Then my father sat down beside him put his 
arm around my brother’s shoulder, and said, “Bird by bird, buddy. Just take it bird 
by bird.”

And so it is. We take each day, each sign, each moment with urgency but with 
steady faithfulness.

And the Jewish poet Philip Terman wrote this:
Pedometer attached to her belt, your mother, spry and strong 
at eighty, joins the other Methodist Church members 
in calculating the 5,915 miles, no matter the weather, to add up 
all the way from Linesville, Pennsylvania, to Jerusalem. 
They need not worry about miracles or pausing 
at the signs of the cross. They need not stop for security 
to check their purses for weapons. They need no visa 
nor baggage, no money to exchange for shekels, no guide- 
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book, no guide. They need no ancient tongue or prophecies. 
They are, simply, day by day, walking, mile after mile: 
the sink to the table, uptown to the post office, down 
the block to visit the sick neighbor. Sundays to and from church. 
And when they walk far enough, adding up their pedometers 
together, they will arrive in Jerusalem. And keep walking.

We keep walking faithfully toward Christ as Christ comes faithfully to us, 
knowing that God has come close before and redemption will come close again.


