
St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church

5501 Main Street
Houston, Texas 77004-6917

713-528-0527
www.stpaulshouston.org

The Kingdom Comes
by 

Rev. Eleanor Colvin 
November 23, 2014

Christ the King Sunday 
8:30, 9:45, and 11:05 a.m. 



The Kingdom Comes • November 23, 2014 • Rev. Eleanor Colvin • Page 1

Texts: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; and Mat-
thew 25:21-46

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. It is the first scripture that 
many children learn. And it is often among the last scriptures spoken over a 
life at a funeral or graveside. 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. It is an idea and image that 
surrounds and supports Christian life – from the cradle to the grave. And yet, 
there are many of us and many among us who are in a constant state of want.

The Lord is my Shepherd, and this morning I want to cast aside all the 
WANTS that wrestle for my attention, because I want to see Christ come in 
all his glory – as the Matthew text describes – so that the kingdom comes on 
earth as it is in heaven; so that God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven.

Our scriptures today paint vivid pictures of what happens when the 
sheep are in want. Like the sheep of which Ezekiel speaks, the people to whom 
he speaks have been scattered. The prophet writes during a time of exile, 
when the community – starting with the best and brightest – had been driven 
from the land, so that it might be easily conquered and subdued by an invad-
ing king. 

Today, we celebrate Christ the King Sunday, which marks the end of the 
Christian year that begins anew with the Advent season. We celebrate the 
coming of God’s kingdom and prepare to begin our time of waiting for the 
birth of our Shepherd-King. And even as we celebrate Christ the King, we rec-
ognize that there are invading kings among us. There are threats to our well-
ness all around us, and many of us are scattered – in our hearts and minds and 
spirits. 

In the verses preceding those we read today, Ezekiel tells us that they 
were scattered over the whole earth, and no one searched or looked for 
them. A modern prophet might say: They were sleeping in cars, and in rest-
rooms at Hermann Park and on the benches across from this church, and no 
one searched or looked for them. They were disproportionately stopped and 
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frisked and gunned down across the country, and no one searched or looked 
for them. They were threatening to shoot up schools (and in some instances 
following through), just to have their names known and voices heard; and no 
one searched or looked for them. They were seized and detained for seeking 
a better life without the right documents, and no one searched or looked for 
them. 

Even today, the sheep are scattered. 
And we hear the Lord say: “I myself will search for my sheep and will 

seek them out.” I will RESCUE them. Feed them, bind up the wounded. I will 
give them REST. In these eight verses of Ezekiel, God tells us 20 times what 
God will do. Twenty times we hear the phrases “I will” or “I myself will.” There-
fore, friends, we should hear that The Kingdom Comes by God’s power and au-
thority. Simply because God will. 

The kingdom comes by God’s power. And, the kingdom comes by our 
participation. Ezekiel assures us that restoration of the flock is God’s work, 
and then, Matthew reminds us that we are commanded to participate in that 
work. Yes, commanded is a strong word. Loving our neighbor by serving our 
neighbor is not an invitation. It is a commandment. 

This passage in Matthew is Jesus’ final teaching. It has been directly 
preceded by five parables, including the banquet feast and the talents. Lesson 
after lesson to illustrate faithful living. In addition to these teachings, Jesus 
had been walking around from town to town with the disciples, demonstrating 
living faith – sight restored, diseases of the body cured, people empowered to 
take literal and spiritual steps for the first time in forever. 

This familiar and frightening passage about the final judgment is the 
final chapter in Christ’s curriculum. Jesus has already taught that the great-
est commandment was to “love the Lord your God with all of your heart, and 
with all of your soul, and with all of your mind and all of your strength.” And, a 
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two com-
mandments, Jesus said, hang all the law and the prophets. 
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Love God, love neighbor, because when the kingdom comes, when the 
Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, we will be judged 
according to our loving service. We will be invited to inherit the kingdom or 
exiled into eternal punishment according to the way we loved. Not simply ac-
cording to what we believe, but how we behaved. Not according to the times 
we came to the cathedral, but we will be judged based on how we took the 
sanctuary to the streets.

As we affirm our faith and the end of this sermon and each week, I invite 
you to consider that when the kingdom comes, the criteria for judgment will 
be an application of faith, not simply an affirmation of faith. Christ the King 
wants to know how we behave our beliefs. Mission and service, therefore, are 
not optional extra credit. Mission and service – loving God by loving neighbor 
– are the decisive criteria according to Christ in Matthew.

“…he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 
me food; I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink; I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me; I was naked and you gave me 
clothing; I was sick and you took care of me; I was in prison and 
you visited me.’ ” 
And those on the right are surprised, y’all. 
When Lord? 
When did we do all that? 
Key word: all — because this is not a multiple choice list, friends. 
The king answers: “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
Before we get to the goats on the left, let’s rest here a moment. I need 

to be certain that you heard in the passage the words “inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” Our Eternal God, who 
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spoke time into being, prepared an inheritance for us at the beginning of time 
– from the foundation of the world, the scriptures says. Luke 12:32 tell us “Do 
not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.” 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. I shall not want because the 
Shepherd-King wants to give me a kingdom inheritance. It was God’s intention 
from the foundation of the world for us to love God and love neighbor; for us 
to love God by loving neighbor. 

The plan from the foundation of the world was not to say what the king 
says to those on the left: “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eter-
nal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” Hear that: Prepared for the devil 
and his angels – not for members of God’s family. 

“Depart from me, for I was hungry and you gave me no food; I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink.” I’ll stop there, because most of us 
already know what we’re not doing for God and neighbor. And still, most of us, 
like the goats on the left, would be confused. When did I do all that Lord? “I 
come to church.” “I don’t tithe, but I do give.” “I ‘love on’ everyone who comes 
here.” “When did we not take care of you Lord?” 

And the king answers: “‘Truly I tell you, every time you turned your eyes 
or heart from someone in need, you turned your heart from me.’ And these 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

And, who are the righteous, friends? 
Some say righteousness is being in right relationship with God. I’ve also 

heard it expressed as being in right relationship with the will of God. Can either 
of these exist without the other? The Lord is my Shepherd, and I want to be in 
right relationship with my Shepherd and my Shepherd’s will. Friends, I don’t 
want to merely think I’m in right relationship. This is difficult for our rational, 
reasoning human brains. It is particularly difficult, in our fiercely independent 
culture, where we tend to define what’s right based on what is comfortable or 
convenient for us. Comfort and convenience is not the message of the cross.
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In today’s texts we hear God condemn our appetite for comfort. In Eze-
kiel 34:18-19 God says: “Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, 
but you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture? When you 
drink of clear water, must you foul the rest with your feet? 

In other words, you who have been blessed – can you leave the world a 
better place than you found it? 

Must your blessing be someone else’s curse? 
Must your privileges manifest as oppression of others? 
Must you trample the fields and muddy the waters? 
Must you start your “Black Friday” shopping on Thursday and TRAMPLE 

on the little time that low-wage earners might have off to spend with their 
families? 

Must you ALWAYS have the newest-biggest-fastest-smallest-cheapest 
“something” at the expense of overseas laborers who over-labor to keep up 
with our consumption-driven culture? 

When you drink of clean water, must you foul the rest with your feet?
The Lord is our Shepherd, must our lifestyles leave others in want? 
I recall a time in Kenya when our host missionary’s dinner blessing in-

cluding the words: “Help us to know when we’ve had enough, so that someone 
else may have enough.” 

The kingdom comes as we abandon comfort and convenience and take 
up our cross. God never intended for us to be the greedy goats, friends. In-
stead, we are to be like the church referenced in Ephesians. “I have heard of 
your faith and your love toward all saints.” 

All saints, all those who are members of my family, as Christ says. Loving 
all our neighbors, all Christ’s kindred may not be comfortable or convenient or 
easy. But, it is certainly possible, as we come to know the hope to which he has 
called us. The kingdom comes as we come to know the immeasurable great-
ness of his power for us who believe. 
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Ephesians tells us that God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age, but in the age to come. 

That means that the command to love God and love neighbor, the in-
struction to not muddy the water and the invitation to leave the world better 
than we found it is possible because of God at work in Christ, and Christ at 
work in us. 

So, we really can help house people who do not have homes. We can sup-
port our veterans. We can serve nutritional meals to those who feast from our 
crumbs. We can do this because Christ is seated above the power of poverty, 
above the rule of physical hunger and spiritual famine, above the dominion of 
loneliness and hopelessness. 

And, if we are the body of Christ – we too – have the power to do more 
than consider and celebrate the coming kingdom. We have the power to fight 
and to conquer every enemy of God’s sheep. Not by our wisdom or might, but 
according to the spirit of wisdom and revelation of which our Ephesians pas-
sage spoke. 

The kingdom comes as we come to know the power of Christ and are 
empowered by the Shepherd-King who strengthens the weak, heals the sick, 
binds up the injured, and brings back those who have strayed. The Shepherd-
King does all this and commands us to go and do likewise. We’re invited to 
participate in ushering in the kingdom of God, not because God needs our 
help, but because is it our covenantal responsibility. Being a covenant people 
comes with rights and responsibilities. 

The 34th chapter of Ezekiel marks a turning point in the book. Up until 
this point, the prophet has been admonishing the people and prophesying the 
coming destruction caused by their disobedience and dishonoring of the cov-
enant. Ezekiel has been painting a picture of what it looks like when the king 
says “depart-from-me… you did not serve or love your neighbor, so you did not 
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serve or love me.” Then, in chapter 34, he turns from visions of destruction to 
visions of restoration. 

Friends, restoration is God’s goal – restoration was the reason for send-
ing Christ into the world and the reason we are sent in the same way Christ 
was sent – to restore sight, heal brokenness, and serve living water to the 
world. The kingdom comes ONE LOVING ACTION at a time. 

How will we act in affirmation of our faith? 
The Lord is our Shepherd-King and he wants. He wants obedient sheep, 

who love God and love neighbor, who love God by loving neighbor. 
 In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.


