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Texts:| 
Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12 or Psalm 118; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought 
to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat any-
one’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and 
day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do not 
have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when 
we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should 
not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, 
not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord 
Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and 
sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

Isaiah 65:17-25
17For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things 

shall not be remembered or come to mind. 18But be glad and rejoice forever in 
what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people 
as a delight. 19I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall 
the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. 20No more shall there 
be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out 
a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and 
one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 21They shall build 
houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22They 
shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like 
the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy 
the work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for ca-
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lamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord — and their descendants 
as well. 24Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
but the serpent — its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my 
holy mountain, says the Lord.

Luke 21:5-19
5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, 6“As for these things that you 
see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be 
thrown down.” 

7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?”

8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in 
my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these 
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 

10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines 
and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they 
will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to 
testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I 
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by 
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated 
by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your 
endurance you will gain your souls.”
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You’ve heard it said – the only thing constant is change. Jesus’ life and 
times were certainly ones of turmoil and change. Jesus is here approaching 
his final days in Jerusalem. And the setting of Luke’s Gospel, written some 40 
years later is also a society turned upside down rife with the persecution of 
Christians.

The setting of the letter to Thessalonians is the same. Even Isaiah knows 
crises. And much of it centers around the temple and all it means for their reli-
gious and national pride.

The temple is an anchor, a sign of strength and stability in an unsettled 
world. It is a sign of hope and future, not just for the elites — religious and po-
litical — but for the common person who could come to its outer rooms and 
pray.

Jesus himself has a life-long connection to the temple. He is a faithful 
Jew from a faithful Jewish family. The only account of his boyhood comes from 
Luke’s Gospel when his parents inexplicably lose him at 12 years old in the 
temple. In fact he is there teaching the law to elders.

Jesus teaches in the temple, Jesus defends the temple from money 
changers, Jesus no doubt honored the various festivals of the religious year 
which would involve pilgrimage to this temple.

So entering our passage today, Jesus is no temple outsider, and yet he is 
not exactly beloved by the temple’s insiders. They no doubt see him as a threat 
by this time in his life. Chapter 21 in Luke has Jesus close to the end.

Herod’s temple construction began in 19 B.C. and was still under con-
struction during Jesus’ lifetime. The temple was completed in A.D. 64. It was 
considered one of the most beautiful buildings in the Roman Empire, one of 
the wonders of the world. 

So you can see why people would stand around and comment about its 
beauty the way they do in our reading today. 

When hearing Jesus’ words about the temple in today’s reading, it is 
hard for me to not think about this grand cathedral in which we sit. This ca-
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thedral of stone beauty which has stood here through a Depression, countless 
wars and natural disasters, crises of various kinds.

People from everywhere walk by this space 365 days a year and admire 
the beauty of it. Why do so many thousands come by here? 

It too has been for us and many others over the decades a place for all 
people to pray and worship and make offerings to God. It is an anchor.

While the turmoil of our day looks very different than that of the 
first century we can certainly say that change is a constant in our world, 
too. 

And so people come by this place, my guess, is that it’s because in a 
world of constant change and transition, when everything is biodegradable 
or disposable and plastic everything, it is reassuring to encounter something 
substantial. So much that surrounds us is so transitory. Everything changes, 
decays, is tossed on the garbage heap of time, but this place — eternal-looking, 
safe, imposing in a protective sense, holy with stone upon stone, arch upon 
arch — shall last in this changing world, we hope and pray.

It shouldn’t be hard then for us to imagine the shock these disciples 
must have felt when hearing Jesus’ words about the temple’s destruction. The 
love they had for that space and all it represented…

It must have been difficult for the disciples to conceive that the great 
temple, one of the wonders of the world, would be torn down, stone by stone, 
until it was nothing but a heap of rubble. It had been under construction for 
much or all of their life times. Such a thing was unimaginable. The temple, 
the very center of national life and pride, the very seat of God, destroyed? 
Unthinkable!

Most scholars project Luke’s Gospel written around the time of the tem-
ple’s destruction or just after. Perhaps Luke interprets Jesus’ words now to con-
nect with the present reality. Jesus’ words of encouragement here are specific 
for the people. The calling is for the people to hold fast! Or, to echo the words of 
our passage from Thessalonians, to “not grow weary in doing what is right.”
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 You’ve probably heard of Compassion fatigue?  
It is what sets in with volunteers post-crises or financial contributors 

after they’ve been asked multiple times to give toward the worthy plight of 
someone else or to serve. It is someone who basically knows what is right but 
over time gets tired, worn out, frustrated, spent, dry, exhausted.

And what happens with compassion fatigue?  
People pour out and pour out and pour out without pouring in such that 

after a while there is nothing coming out any more!
Perhaps what Jesus is addressing — and the early church was needing 

addressed — was a sort of faith fatigue in the midst of being defeated over and 
over again.

Our 21st century American experience of this faith fatigue is very differ-
ent than the first audience for our scriptures. Their experience is like the Syr-
ian Christians of today or Coptic Christians of Egypt or the Somalian Catholics, 
or the Chinese Christian underground church of today, or North Korean mis-
sionaries or others — this faith fatigue comes from seeing loved ones dragged 
away and imprisoned for indefinite periods of time. 

This faith fatigue comes from houses of worship being burned, temples 
brought down, pastors and priests killed before their eyes, money seized, no 
food to give their children. Religious protections gone, family against family 
and all the rest. In the first century and even now in parts of our world.

And Jesus is preaching right into this, the writer of Thessalonians is 
preaching right into this and saying — it’s bad and it’s going to be worse, but 
stay strong, hold fast, don’t give in, be skeptical of false teachers with easy an-
swers or the ones who say it’s doomsday. When you think it’s over, it’s not, I 
will be with you, you will prevail in the end. Remember resurrection.

Jesus’ words had prescience in that day, and his words have amazing rel-
evance to the persecuted church reading them around the world at this very 
hour huddled in quiet spaces.
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Our American challenge is different and more insidious — the evils 
we face are not so blatant and obvious as our sisters and brothers across the 
ages. People of faith in America are marginalized or all grouped together with 
certain names and categories with no room for nuance — some are called 
fundamentalists, anti-intellectual, conservatives, liberals, charismatics, stuffy, 
exclusive. And so we run the risk of not being outright persecuted perhaps but 
maybe worse — dismissed. This is true of every brand of our faith. 

We also compete with a sort of civil religion which wraps itself in politi-
cal ideologies of the right and left, and passes it off as Christian faith.

I think about what it is to be a parent of faith today in a culture that 
doesn’t always value life, modesty, loyalty, and other virtues.

Christian peoples are not immune from this; we are right in the thick of 
it, and our faith has to withstand its pressures. It brings faith fatigue to hold 
fast in this environment, too.

Jesus says, just hold fast, I’ll give you wisdom and words at the right time 
to witness to my love, and I will be with you.

Early Christian St. Cyprian had first chosen the profession of the law, at-
tained a wide reputation for his eloquence, and had become a senator. He was 
rich both by his own efforts and by his family inheritance and lived handsome-
ly in a great house, in the midst of extensive grounds. He had the esteem of his 
fellow citizens. He seemed to be in possession of all that makes life pleasant. 
He had reached the age of 45, when one is easily contented with a comfortable 
estate and indisposed to change. 

About that time he wrote a letter to his friend Donatus. 
“Donatus,” he said, in effect, ”this is a cheerful world indeed as I see it 

from my fair garden, under the shadow of my vines. But if I could ascend some 
high mountain and look out over the wide lands, you know very well that I 
should see brigands on the highways, pirates on the seas, armies fighting, cit-
ies burning, in the amphitheaters men murdered to please applauding crowds, 
selfishness and cruelty and misery and despair under all roofs. It is a bad 
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world, Donatus, an incredibly bad world. But I have discovered in the midst of 
it a company of quiet and holy people who have learned a great secret. They 
have found a joy which is a thousand times better than any of the pleasures of 
our sinful life. They are despised and persecuted, but they care not: they are 
masters of their souls. They have overcome the world. These people, Donatus, 
are the Christians. And I am one of them.” 

The prophet gives us the vision of God. The way it can be and the way it 
will be one day. It is for the future, but with our faithful work the future can be 
now. 

There can be no better work for us than — in our own way, in our own 
place — to testify to the fact that God rules the world, that in a post-resurrec-
tion world disasters and people and nations do not have the final say. 

While my family and I were serving in England one summer, I served 
two small parish churches in Manchester. One Sunday I was to give a talk to a 
group of children in worship in one of the churches. In the manse, the home 
of the pastor, where we stayed, there was a large globe balloon of the world. 
And so I decided I would show the children where Texas was on the globe and 
where they were in England and how we are united by our faith.

I decided to walk to church that day, carrying a Bible in one hand and the 
globe in the other. I was quite a sight walking up the street early that morning. 
Just as I prepared to cross a street, there was a haggard young man, looking 
like he had been out all night, head down as he walked. But I guess out of his 
peripheral vision he looked up and saw me with Bible and globe in hand and 
he sings “He’s got the whole world in His Hands” and I joined him as I crossed 
the street. Then he went his way and I went mine, but somehow in that tiny 
moment, our faiths joined together and we both agreed that in some mysteri-
ous way we both affirmed: God was holding us and this fragile world and that 
perhaps we could hang on for a while longer.
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Sisters and brothers, do not grow weary in doing what is right. Hold fast, 
and even should our ‘temples’ fall, you won’t lose what matters most of all.  
That is, our identity as a Beloved Child. And for that we give thanks to God. 

Sermons are also available pre-printed and on CD. The pre-printed sermons are in the information racks at the 
Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the complete worship service, contact Phyllis 
Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.


