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Texts: 1 Samuel 1:4-20 • 1 Samuel 2:1-10 • Hebrews 10:11-14, 
(15-18), 19-25 • Mark 13:1-8

1 Samuel 1:4-20 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her 

sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had 
closed her womb. Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke 
her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. 

Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?”

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the Lord. 
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. She was deeply 
distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. 

She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant, and 
remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him 
before you as a Nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no 
razor shall touch his head.” 

As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying silently; 
only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk.

So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” 
But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither wine 

nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a 
worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.” 

Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.” 
And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” 

Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance 
was sad no longer.

They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went back to their 
house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. In due time Hannah 
conceived and bore a son. 

She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.”

1 Samuel 2:1-10 
Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my God. My 

mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 
“There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. Talk no 

more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and 
by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength. Those 
who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. The 
barren has borne seven, but she who has many children is forlorn. The Lord kills and brings to life; he 
brings down to Sheol and raises up. The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
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He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes 
and inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, and on them he has set the world. 
“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for not by might 
does one prevail. The Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most High will thunder in heaven. The 
Lord will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.”

Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25 
And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices 

that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat 
down at the right hand of God,” and since then has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a 
footstool for his feet.” For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 

And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, “This is the covenant that I will make with 
them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their 
minds,” he also adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by 

the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since 
we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us 
hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Mark 13:1-8 
As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones 

and what large buildings!” 
Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon 

another; all will be thrown down.”
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and An-

drew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are 
about to be accomplished?” 

Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my 
name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do 
not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but 
the beginning of the birthpangs.”
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Several years ago I was invited to travel to Austin during the legislative ses-
sion and offer the prayer to open the Senate session. I spent some time preparing 
what to pray, and and it began with this hymn: “O God our help in ages past, our 
hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast and our eternal home, we 
pray…” 

After a while I walked over to the House side to sit in the gallery and got 
there just in time to hear a pastor I didn’t know, offer the prayer. He began this way: 
“O God our help in Ages past, our hope for years to come…”

This hymn is one we sing here and it well encapsulates our trust placed in a 
God who transcends temples and times and promises to be with us when the earth 
is shaking beneath us.

Mark’s Gospel feels true now. When has there ever been a generation that this 
wasn’t true?

We have seen earth-shattering change in our own lifetimes and in our cur-
rent moment this truth. You have seen it in your neighborhoods, in schools, in 
church, in culture at large. Change is all around us. The wars and rumors of wars, 
kingdoms fighting kingdoms, nations and nations that Mark speaks of could be said 
of any generation.

When has there ever been a generation that this wasn’t true?
In fact you could make the case that presidential candidates trade in giving us 

answers to how to deal with change.
Some of them want us to be afraid of change, some want us to embrace it 

wholesale, and others somewhere in between. Some say build a wall, put them 
in jail, whoever “them” is. Legalize, make illegal, expand freedoms, curtail them, 
preserve and defend, liberate and relax — all of these instincts respond to a world 
where the earth is shaking beneath us.

The Jews and Christians reading and writing this first Gospel of Mark were 
holding many things together — the stories of Jesus passed to them over the last 
three decades or so. The Roman oppression. Nero’s persecution of Christians. The 
destruction of the temple that was soon to come or had just happened, depending 
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on how you date this passage from Mark. The very ground under their feet was 
shaking. 

With this change you can hear them asking between the lines: What will be-
come of the temple? What will become of our culture? What will become of us?

Will all the upheaval mean anything, will it produce something, will it pro-
duce, give birth to something good? Will pain, will suffering, will change bring 
something good?

“O God our help” has come to typify my prayers. This God who heard Han-
nah’s cry hears ours, too, and comes…

We live in a world wherein Paris happens and 9/11 happened, where too 
many people are left jobless, lack education and opportunity and are left hopeless, 
which can breed anger and violence. 

We live in a world of horror stories of 15-year-old girls walking and riding 
trains from across South and Central America in hopes they’ll get here to Houston 
or somewhere like it and find hope.

We live in a world where refugee camps are the only thing a five-year-old Su-
danese boy knows in Africa. 

We live in a world where the children of the wealthy have higher suicide rates 
than the children of the poor in this country.

We cry today for Paris, but our cries must be joined with the tears of the 
long-suffering elsewhere, too. We must cry for a world that gives rise to those who 
carry out such violence.

What we cry for is something in need in the human condition. It isn’t purely 
geographic, East or West; it is a human craving for meaning and belonging — for 
hope.

When has a generation not felt this way?
Jesus closes this passage in Mark by calling this kind of pain, suffering, 

change — birth pangs, labor pangs. And inherent within the text is a profession of 
Christian hope that all of this pain is going some place good, that this long gestation 
period is going to birth a new world of hope.
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We don’t mistake or confuse that with God somehow being the actor behind 
the world’s pain. If that were true why would God allow His very self to die in Jesus?

We don’t believe God is the actor behind pain. The question is really how do 
we steward the pain, the change, during this long labor? 

W.H. Auden said the “the time being is the hardest time of all.”
Frederick Buechner talks about the stewardship of pain. Buechner says that 

we humans tend to either ignore our pain or be trapped in it. We can do neither 
one. 

When times like this week or this time come, we must hold Jesus’s words 
closely that God is in the long, but intentional, process of birthing something new 
out of the pain.

God is weeping and working with us to birth something good again in the 
world. That work was done in Jesus and continues.

Christian people must not fall into the trap of the bunker mentality. The ten-
dency in the face of change and pain is in all of us to flee, to run, to hide, protect, 
defend, grasp, be afraid.

All of the pain and suffering in this life isn’t for naught. Something new can 
be born.

Our life as Christian people is to be characterized by hope. 
Our life as Christian people is characterized by the words of Jesus to love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.
And it is in loving and praying that we wait and work for this new world that 

is worth hoping for.
When will this world come? It is already coming.
Danny was exactly right in his greeting. It is so difficult to know what it is we 

can do about a world when it seems to be breaking apart at the seams. 
What we do begins right here, right now. We attend to the inner life that gives 

rise to outer behavior. We give attention to the beautiful, the good, and the true. We 
work in our own spheres of relationships trusting that this is a way that God works 
for redemption in the world.
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You know what gets me every time something evil and violent like this happens?
I think of the perpetrators and the victims and remember that once they were 

held in their mother’s arms, cradled with all kinds of hope and promise.
Then again, maybe we aren’t held enough.
Howard Thurman once wrote about an unresponsive child in a hospital. This 

baby was healthy by every count, and every test, but laid on its side day after day 
with no response. This baby had no family attending.

Finally a nurse noticed this child and knew there was no known reason why 
except that the baby had not been held enough. And so she went about doing just 
that, day after day, when finally the baby began to respond as a healthy one should.

Thurman’s baby analogy — he called it being “bottomed” — is how he wrote 
God is holding us, unresponsive as we all are at times to that care, but God con-
tinues to hold us day after day, year after year, generation after generation, century 
after century, millennia after millennia until one day when we will develop fully 
into children of God.

We can’t comfort ourselves enough, hold ourselves enough to make it all bet-
ter. It was Buechner again who said that to try to comfort and hold ourselves is like 
trying to sit in our own lap.

God hears Hannah’s cries, and yours, and the suffering people of this world 
today.

I find it is a wonderful thing when we realize that we cannot save ourselves.  
It is a freeing thing when we realize that we are not saved by our intelligence or our 
logic. We are not saved by our passion, our good works, our heart, our intentions, 
what we meant or what we say. We are not saved by our weapons or our fences, 
our alarm systems. We are not saved by our money or any other material worldly 
thing. We are not saved by clear and indisputable arguments, being number one in 
our class at school, having the best army, or advanced intelligence systems. We are 
saved, redeemed, made whole in this life and for the life to come by the grace and 
love of God. 

This is our hope!



Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Phyllis Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.
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The early Christians, through times of persecution, with the earth shaking 
under their feet in every way, were marked by this confounding hope. 

May the same be said of us.


