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Texts: 
Isaiah 65:17-25 • Isaiah 12 • 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 • Luke 21:5-19

Isaiah 65:17-25
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things 

shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what 
I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a de-
light. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound 
of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an 
infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls 
short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build houses and in-
habit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and 
another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree 
shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be 
offspring blessed by the Lord — and their descendants as well. Before they call 
I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall 
feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent — its food shall 
be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.

Isaiah 12
You will say in that day: I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you 

were angry with me, your anger turned away, and you comforted me. Surely God 
is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my strength 
and my might; he has become my salvation. With joy you will draw water from the 
wells of salvation.

And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; 
make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing 
praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One 
of Israel.
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2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to 
imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s 
bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so 
that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that 
right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were with 
you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we 
hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 
Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their 
work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in 
doing what is right.

Luke 21:5-19
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things that you 
see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be 
thrown down.” 

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?” 

And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my 
name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. “When 
you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take 
place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 

Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and 
plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 
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and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. 
So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you 
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or 
contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and 
friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of 
my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain 
your souls.”

Our mission is to plant ourselves at the gates of Hope.
Not the prudent gates of Optimism, 
Which are somewhat narrower.
Not the stalwart, boring gates of Common Sense;
Nor the strident gates of Self-Righteousness,
Which creak on shrill and angry hinges
(People cannot hear us there, they cannot pass through)
Nor the cheerful, flimsy garden gate of 
“Everything is gonna be alright.”
But a different, sometimes lonely place,
The place of truth-telling,
About your own soul first of all and its condition.
The place of resistance and defiance,
The piece of ground from which you see the world
Both as it is and as it could be
As it will be; 
The place from which you glimpse not only struggle,
But the joy of struggle.
And we stand there, beckoning and calling,
Telling people what we are seeing
Asking people what they see.
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It is these last two line that cause me to share it again today. 
I paid least attention to them last week and the most attention this week.
 “Beckoning and calling, telling people what we are seeing, asking people what 

they see…”
One thing is clear from this divisive election. No matter how you voted, it is 

needed for us to understand one another 
To seek to try to understand each other is indeed a commitment to hope in 

very divisive times. 
Tell people what we are seeing AND asking people what they see. 
The diverse American people obviously see things quite differently. 
Some are seeing the election’s outcome as the apocalypse and some are see-

ing it like Isaiah’s new heaven and new earth. And so many are mired between those 
poles.

It is a strange thing how the lectionary brings passages like this at certain 
times of year. And after reading this apocalypse of seeming doom and gloom, we 
are compelled to say: 

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God…Yeesh
I’ve been working all week to see good news in this apocalyptic text…all this 

will happen but not a hair on your head will perish.
So maybe the lesson is to stick it out to the end and your hair is going to look 

great!
As many scholars have pointed out, this apocalyptic passage from Luke 

speaks of calamities of three kinds: the destruction of the temple, natural disasters 
that will accompany the end of the present order, and the persecution of Christians 
by their enemies. 

All three synoptic gospels contain the prediction of the temple’s destruction. 
It was considered one of the most beautiful buildings in the Roman Empire. As the 
house of God, its destruction would seem be to the end of the world in the minds of 
the people. 
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Endure, Jesus says, because in and through all of this God will be God and 
you will not perish.

Our Gospel seems to ask us to hold in tension at least two truths:
Christians are to acknowledge the present moment’s perils, temptations, and 

challenges and to always be noticing the longer arc of God’s redeeming work.
The moment’s temptations are always a little hidden, easy for us to ignore and 

shove aside. 
Our surface emotions usually get the most of our conscious attention — 

anger, jubilation, self-righteousness, self-pity.
We are either in grief and despair or joyful.
For all of us there is temptation to place our hopes in people who can’t fulfill 

our dreams. Some did it with President Obama, some with our new President-elect 
Trump. 

We will be tempted to do it with the next candidate who will make every-
thing right. 

We humans tend to lurch from Messiah to Messiah and then be disappointed 
when they can’t fulfill our dreams. No political figure is the Messiah, no political 
party is synonymous with the Christian Gospel; no one of them can hold our needs 
or expectations or be counted on to be our protector or Savior. 

These are some of the moment’s temptations.
I’m remembering Oscar Romero’s words here. 

“It helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent 
enterprise that is God’s work. Nothing we do is complete, which is an-
other way of saying that the kingdom always lies beyond us. No state-
ment says all that could be said. No prayer fully expresses our faith. No 
confession brings perfection. No pastoral visit brings wholeness. No 
program accomplishes the Church’s mission. No set of goals and objec-
tives includes everything. 
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This is what we are about: we plant seeds that one day will grow. We 
water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. We provide 
yeast that produces effects beyond our capabilities…We may never see 
the end results, but that is the difference between the master builder 
and the worker. We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not 
messiahs…”

And thank God for that!
The Gospel asks us to hold in together both a deep engagement with the 

present moment with a view to the longer arc of God’s ongoing redemption of the 
world.

Now is a time of clarity for the people of God, for our church. 
I’m still processing it all myself, but I know that many people are afraid — 

afraid of being deported, afraid of being targeted, afraid of being called a bigot. Fear 
actually runs the political gamut no matter where you stand.

It is time again for the children of God to be children of light. To practice 
faithful living. To search the Scriptures and inwardly digest them, as the Collect 
today said, so that the vocabulary of faith will not desert us when the time comes to 
speak up for what we believe. 

It is time to not grow weary in doing what is right. Whatever the moment 
may call for us.

Our founder John Wesley said, “Be calm and serene, masters of yourselves, 
and superior to all irrational and disquieting passions. By keeping the government 
of your spirits, you will both avoid much misery, and guard the better against all 
dangers.”

So, be aware and disciplined in the present moment, AND notice the longer 
arc of how God can bring hope and redemption. 

Whether you see this moment as apocalypse or new world order, it all feels 
quite dramatic. 
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I like C.S. Lewis’s analogy of actors in a real life drama. We don’t know every-
thing about the play, whether we’re in the first or last act, or even which characters 
play the minor and major roles. In our ignorance, we have no idea when the End of 
the play ought to come. But the plot will find fulfillment, even if our limited under-
standing right now obscures it. Perhaps the Author will fill us in after it is over, but 
for now, says Lewis, “playing it well is what matters infinitely.”

How do we “play it well?”
I think it’s a turn or return to our own spiritual practices, our courtesies and 

relationships and our openness to each other — asking what each other sees, sharing 
what you see.

A deepening commitment to prayer, generosity with the church that is more 
abundant and less fearful, a commitment to the faith community that is wider and 
deeper.

Perhaps also we become more aware of others who are different in every way 
and, instead of leaning away we start leaning in more. Our faithful efforts might 
range from more common courtesies — let folks in your lane of traffic, engage in 
more conversation in that drive-through window, open that door, tip more — all 
the way to inviting different people into conversations, standing with an immigrant 
who is scared, holding public officials accountable for their words and actions.

Both surface-level courtesies and deeper interactions practice us into a deep-
er level of commitment to common life with each other. 

And if they are accompanied by prayer, generosity and faith commitment, we 
play our part well in the unfolding drama of the world. 

In times of uncertainty, I am always struck most by the voices that grow qui-
eter, stronger, more tender and more disciplined.

Which is why my attention went this week to an article this week about Mr. 
Rogers. 

Mister Rogers wrote this about his mother:



“I was spared from any great disasters when I was little, but 
there was plenty of news of them in newspapers and on the radio, and 
there were graphic images of them in newsreels.

“For me, as for all children, the world could have come to seem 
a scary place to live. But I felt secure with my parents, and they let me 
know that we were safely together whenever I showed concern about 
accounts of alarming events in the world.

“There was something else my mother did that I’ve always re-
membered: ‘Always look for the helpers,’ she’d tell me. ‘There’s always 
someone who is trying to help.’ I did, and I came to see that the world 
is full of doctors and nurses, police and firemen, volunteers, neighbors 
and friends who are ready to jump in to help when things go wrong.”

Regardless of who you voted for, after this divisive election look for the peo-
ple who serve, for the quiet ones who are as committed to preserving the dignity of 
others as they are their own.

And become one yourself. 
You may think being a helper sounds trite or simplistic or not powerful 

enough to combat existential threats and fears or internal demons, but, I say to you, 
we follow and give our lives to one who conquered fear and evil with love and sacri-
fice and humility. 

Jesus understood the present moment and the longer arc of God and partici-
pated fully and faithfully in both.

We will, as I’m told Dumbledore once told Harry Potter, sometimes we 
have to choose between what is right and what is easy. When others are skilled in 
“spreading discord and enmity,” as the scriptures say, we uphold the common good. 
We endure.

Endurance in the original New Testament Greek = perseverance and 
steadfastness
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“By your endurance, your steadfastness, your perseverance, you will gain 
your souls” Jesus said (21:19).

After all is said and done in this world, I want my soul to be intact with my 
God and with those I was called to love and serve. And I want the soul of this and 
any nation to be intact. 

This is my prayer for our leaders and for us all. May we not grow weary in 
doing what is right.

Amen.
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