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Our Gospel lesson is a call to faithful 
living, to endurance, to hanging in through 
tough times, to having faith in the God who 
has faith in us. 

God is with us…. May we know this. May 
we live this. And may we always

Keep Calm and Carry On…

for it is through our endurance that we 
will  gain our souls.

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. AMEN

Copies of homilies from the Midweek Service 
of Holy Communion are in the church’s Plaza 

Entrance information rack  and within the Wor-
ship/Communion Services section of the church 

website, www.stpaulshouston.org.



Doomsday 101
Human history has never had a shortage 

of doomsday predictions and well-connected 
pastors and prophets who are experts in giv-
ing us the warning signs of the End of Times.

And today in our Gospel story, the Dis-
ciples are asking Jesus to tell them of things 
that are to come. They want to know the 
details of what they can expect. They want 
to have the power to be able to plan for the 
worst.

“Teacher, when is this going to happen…
What clue will we get that it is about to take 
place?”

No doubt these two questions have 
launched the careers of many a Biblical 
prophet — or cult leader — or New York 
Times bestselling author.

“Teacher, when is this going to hap-
pen? What clue will we get that it is 
about to take place?”

And it is our colorful  history of false bib-
lical prophecy that makes scriptures like our 
Gospel that we read today so difficult.

And the ironic thing about false biblical 
prophecy is that it starts with the Bible itself.

We see it in this the 21st chapter of Luke 
quite clearly in an interesting phrase just a 
few verses down from where our reading 
ended today. In verse 32 we read, “The pres-
ent generation will not pass away before all 
these things take place.”

The author of the Gospel of Luke be-
lieved that he was living in the last genera-
tion on earth, as did Matthew, as did Mark, 
as did many who heard them.

And here we are many generations later, 
and we can safely say that Luke was wrong 
and Mark was wrong and Matthew was 
wrong and the Apostle Paul was wrong.

And that’s the funny thing about dooms-
day prophets; no matter what century they 
lived in, no matter how old or modern their 
prophecies are, they all have one thing in 
common: 

They have ALL been wrong!

And the reason they are all wrong is 
because Jesus was right.

Jesus was right when he said, “Nobody 
knows the hour. Nobody knows when the 
end of the world is going to come. Nobody 
knows. Not the angels. Not even me, the Son.  

Only God knows. We will all be caught by 
surprise, like a thief in the night…like a trap 
that suddenly and unexpectedly snaps shut.”

So basically, if someone is a Christian 
and they think they know when the end of 
the world is coming, the very fact that they 
think they know is proof that they don’t.

So now what do we do with this scrip-
ture? And not just the part we read today, 
but all of chapter 21?

This type of literature in the Bible is 
difficult because it was not really written 
for a modern first-world citizen enjoying all 
the comforts of national  security and stable 
government.

This type of literature is called apoca-
lyptic literature, and it was written during 
periods of great persecution and suffering.

It was written to encourage believers 
to stay faithful and strong and endure their 
troubles in trusting God.  

Their words are meant to help people 
anticipate their emotions and anxieties be-
fore they happen and to help them prepare 
themselves in how they will respond to the 
adversity that is before them.

It is not about historical predictions, but 
rather, emotional ones!

But this is not what we hear when we 
read the apocalyptic scripture. But that 
should come as no surprise; the writers of 
the Gospels didn’t hear it either. They ig-
nored what Jesus was telling them either.

“Nobody knows the hour…Nobody 
knows when the end of the world is 
going to come. Nobody knows… Not 
even me…the Son…”

They didn’t listen, and neither do we. 
It is more intoxicating to focus on what we 
want to know, what we think we could really 
benefit from, rather than what Jesus is trying 
to tell us.



When Jesus tells them of the destruction 
of the temple, their first response is 

When…How will we know when it 
will happen?

Their questions reflect a spiritual arro-
gance that spans across time and space. It is 
the arrogance of thinking that we can have 
control. It is the pride of forgetting that we 
are very much a part of this world and the 
balance between creator. And creation.

And when we forget this balance, when 
we stop listening to God, we begin fooling 
ourselves into thinking that we have powers 
that were never given to us.

And we start doing things like listening 
to false prophesies. We start worrying about 
things we do not have control over. We start 
doubting our beliefs and faith systems.

Listen to how Jesus responds to the 
Question that were posed to him:

When will it happen & How will we 
know ?

Jesus doesn’t answer them. Instead, he 
says, ”Beware of false prophets. Do not let 
them lead you astray.

“Do not fear during wars, earthquakes, 
famines and plagues. These are normal his-
torical events, and it does not mean the end.

“You will probably be arrested and per-
secuted because you knew me. But do not 
think too hard about this for I am with you, 
and I will give you the words you need to 
speak.

“You might be betrayed. You might be 
punished, but I will help you, and

“Your endurance will gain your 
souls.”

Jesus does not give them the details of a 
future plan, the codes to some cosmic secret. 
No, he will not bow to their sinful nature and 
desires for control.

But just like our Gospel writers and the 
many priests and prophets who have come 
since — we ignore Jesus.

“Nobody knows the hour. Nobody knows 
when the end of the world is going to come.  
Only God knows.”

God is in control.

When I read today’s Gospel lesson, I 
immediately thought about this saying that I 
seem to see everywhere I look:

”Keep Calm and Carry On”  

I see it on t-shirts, bumper stickers, cell 
phone covers, coffee mugs…

So finally, I just googled it to find out why 
this had suddenly become so popular and 
why it was such a big deal.

It turns out that this was a motivational 
poster produced by the British govern-
ment in 1939 several months before the 
beginning of the Second World War.

It had only limited distribution with no 
public display, and thus was little known un-
til it was re-discovered in 2000 when it was 
believed there were only two known surviv-
ing examples of the poster outside govern-
ment archives. 

Then in 2012 a collection of 20 origi-
nals were brought in to the popular PBS 
television program Antiques Roadshow by 
the daughter of an ex-Royal Observer Corps 
member. 

The poster was intended to help raise 
the morale of the British public in the after-
math of widely predicted mass air attacks on 
major cities across Great Britain.  

This particular poster was the third in 
a series of three. The first two posters from 
the series read, 

“Freedom Is In Peril. Defend It With 
All Your Might.” 

And

 “Your Courage, Your Cheerful-
ness, Your Resolution Will Bring Us 
Victory.”  

Continued on next page



The posters were intended to incorpo-
rate a unique and recognizable lettering and 
design with a message from the King to his 
people. This why the slogan always has the 
icon of a Tudor crown at the top; this was 
the widely used symbol of governmental  
authority.

The words of King George on the brink 
of WW II have the same purpose and the 
same intent as the words of Jesus in Luke’s 
Gospel.

The message is from a King, and it is 
meant to help the people anticipate what is 
about to happen and to help them prepare 
themselves in how they will respond to the 
adversity that is before them.

 “Keep Calm and Carry On…”

This is the real and simple message in 
our apocalyptic writings. 

Unfortunately, I don’t think anything 
will ever change how and why people read 
apocalyptic stories in Bible the way they do.

People love it too much. They love to get 
all excited about end times predictions and 
doomsday scenarios, reading into the Bible 
for signs of the Rapture and Armageddon 
— all the dire predictions of awful things to 
worry about. 

I am not sure I understand this need to 
go looking for more stuff to worry about. I 
think that with the state of our governmen-
tal dysfunction, our remaining presence in 
the Middle East, hurricanes and mass shoot-
ings, this is plenty enough for me to worry 
about right here and right now. I don’t need 
any cataclysmic predictions from the Bible 
to add to my prayer plate!

But, unfortunately, I don’t think it will 
change because our sinful nature never goes 
away. We are prideful, and we want to have 
control, and we want to think that we might 
have the ability to plan for the worst and 
have an advantage over everyone else.

Luke did it. Mark did it. Matthew and the 
Apostle Paul did it. And we do it.

We ignore what God is really telling us 
and hear what we want to hear.

“Keep Calm and Carry On…”

But we don’t get it. And we don’t do it. 
And we don’t let go and let God.

So when we hear apocalyptic scripture 
like the one we heard today, we must avoid 
our  tendency to hear bad news because 
these texts are really about good news. They 
are about the Gospel. 

Jesus isn’t preaching gloom and doom.
Jesus is preaching reality He was preaching a 
message of 

“Keep Calm and Carry On…” and 
know that I am God.

Jesus did not predict some far off day of 
ultimate battle. He was talking about the re-
ality of life in Israel, which was an occupied 
country that had been knocked about by war 
during its entire existence.

And Jesus’ words remind us of our call to 
a life of endurance, patience, and faith in the 
midst of a world that is often difficult and 
confusing. 

We are called to a faith that looks above 
and beyond our personal desires for control 
and toward a promise of a God who is near 
and close to us. 

Our God during the worst of times gives 
us a message to control our natural reactive 
tendencies and to just

Keep Calm and Carry On…

We must not forget that God has never 
promised us that life would be easy.

No one escapes this world without pain, 
or loss, or adversity.

We were never promised an easy time of 
it.

But what we were promised is that we 
would never be alone.


