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Texts: Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; 
and Luke 20:27-38

Luke 20:27-38
27Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 

28and asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother 
dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up 
children for his brother. 29Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and 
died childless; 30then the second 31and the third married her, and so in the same 
way all seven died childless. 32Finally the woman also died. 33In the resurrection, 
therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 

34Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given 
in marriage; 35but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and 
in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36In-
deed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of 
God, being children of the resurrection. 37And the fact that the dead are raised 
Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord 
as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is God 
not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.”

It is trend to play gotcha with Jesus, especially here in the latter part of 
the Gospel of Luke.  

As Jesus begins to trend toward Jerusalem for his final journey we find 
several instances wherein religious leaders and even his disciples try to trap 
Jesus in riddles and confusing scenarios like the one we hear today.

Jesus has cleansed the Temple in Luke 19: 45-48 “From that point on, 
the chief priests, the scribes and the leaders of the people kept looking for a 
way to kill him” (19:48). So, as he teaches in the Temple, various groups come 
to try to trap him with questions about his authority, about paying taxes, and 
now, about resurrection.
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Primarily the Sadducees are referring to a Hebrew law in the Old Testa-
ment from the Book of Deuteronomy, chapter 25. Remember that in the an-
cient world, a widow was among the most vulnerable. Perhaps this is still so 
for many, especially those without family or financial resources.

This passage in Deuteronomy says that when two brothers share a resi-
dence, and one of them dies and has no son to carry on his name, then the 
other brother shall marry the widow of the first and the reason for this mar-
riage is so that the widow and brother can raise up a firstborn child who can 
then carry on the name of the deceased, so that the dead man’s “name may not 
be blotted out of Israel.”  

That’s what the passage says.  
So the law in Deuteronomy about marrying your brother’s wife is not 

just about marriage, it’s about achieving a kind of legacy or immortality, about 
having your name live on after death through your firstborn.

By the time of the Sadducees, we don’t think Levirate marriage was 
practiced much. But the same motivation remained for the six brothers to 
marry the widow in the Sadducees story: to carry on the name after death as 
a kind of immortality, so their brother’s name won’t be plotted out from the 
house of Israel.

The Sadducees were a sect of Judaism that did not believe in a resur-
rection from the dead, no afterlife. This life is all there is. What you can touch, 
smell, hear, and see.

And so they have intertwined this old Judaic law and Jesus’ proclama-
tions about eternal life and have tried to ensnare him by asking to which one is 
she married in heaven?

Just to be clear, this Gospel lesson is not about marriage or matrimony in 
the after-life. Rather it is about competing visions of death and life, mortality 
and immortality, legacy and purpose.

I’m indebted to a Methodist pastor named Jeremy Troxler, who I read 
this week and who really helped me understand this scripture text.
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Troxler says, Imagine that this widow and these brothers spend the 
whole rest of their lives in pursuit of one child who will carry on the name of 
their dead brother. They can’t bring their brother back, and yet they spend 
their life in this fruitless, futile quest for some kind of semi-resurrection 
through a child. And they all just wind up dead with nothing to show for it.  

And imagine the widow, what she goes through, how she is enslaved to 
this process. And how others must view her in that culture, the way women 
who couldn’t have children were viewed in that day, and how this quest would 
have just made it worse, because her whole life was reduced to whether or not 
she produced a child.  

Do you remember from high school history, how Henry the VIII of Eng-
land just went through wives looking for a son to carry on his name and his 
dynasty?  

Same deal.
Friends, when this story came up in the Lectionary, I grimaced. Not sure 

what to make of these passages. 
We who proclaim the resurrection are also among the most guilty of liv-

ing as if we are achieving immortality through the works we leave behind.  
I wonder, if we looked closely enough, how much of seeking and striving, 

how much of our work, comes from a desire to achieve a kind of immortality 
on our own, to leave behind a name for ourselves?  

Maybe our version of immortality is to live on through our children, so 
we work to make them like us, to achieve our dreams for them instead of what 
might be God’s dream for them. That they would have what we have and more. 

Maybe our version of eternal life is to live on through a book we wrote 
or through what others think of us, or having our name written large some-
where. I don’t know what it is. Maybe we have these moments where we think, 
even from the best of intentions, 

“I want to preach a great sermon that people will remember,” 
“I want to write the book that will change lives,” 
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“I want to have an academic career that people will recall, or research, 
or investments,” whatever it might be for you, for us.

And to do this we work, we put pressure on ourselves, and we hurry and 
we never have enough time. Are we in some desperate quest to achieve im-
mortality on our own, making a name for ourselves, because deep down we’re 
afraid death is the end, and then we’ll be forgotten when we’re gone?  

Do we have no more practical belief in resurrection than the Sadducees?  
Don’t get me wrong, there is a great joy in what we pass on through our 

children, and a deep importance to the legacies we leave in this life. But I won-
der sometimes about our motives and the fears underneath them. Is it our way 
to live forever because we’re not sure we do?

It was Woody Allen who said once with humorous honesty, “I don’t want 
to achieve immortality through my work, I want to achieve immortality by not 
dying! I don’t want to live on in the hearts of my children, I want to live on in 
my apartment!”  

Our story today is not a story about matrimonial arrangements in heav-
en, but what it might mean for us to truly live as those who are going to live 
forever?  

As Troxler says, “Maybe instead of subjecting our children to carry-
ing the freight of all our happiness, and hopes, and legacy, maybe we can just 
teach, love, and enjoy them.

Maybe we can enter into marriage not just as a desperate bulwark 
against loneliness, but as a partnership of equals who want to discover in a 
deeper way what covenant love is.

Maybe instead of having to constantly accomplish great big things, we 
can discover the joy of doing little things with great love. Maybe great big 
things would happen as an unintended consequence. Maybe we can even slow 
down and rest occasionally, stop feeling like there’s not enough time, because 
how much time do you need when you’ve been promised forever?
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 We are to live as children of the resurrection who believe that there is 
more than this race we’re on here.

Let me share with you a beautiful story. It is a story of twins talking to 
each other in the womb.  

The sister said to the brother, “I believe there is life after birth.”  
Her brother protested vehemently, “No, no, this is all there is. This 

is a dark and cozy place, and we have nothing else to do but to cling to the 
cord that feeds us.”  

The little girl insisted, “There must be something more than this 
dark place. There must be something else, a place with light, where there 
is freedom to move.”  

Still she could not convince her twin brother.
After some silence, the sister said hesitantly, “I have something else 

to say, and I’m afraid you won’t believe that either, but I think there is a 
mother.” 

Her brother became furious.  “A Mother!” he shouted.  
“What are you talking about? I have never seen a mother and neither 

have you. Who put that idea in your head? As I told you, this place is all we 
have. Why do you always want more? This is not such a bad place after all. 
We have all we need, so let’s be content.”

The sister was quite overwhelmed by her brother’s response and 
for a while didn’t dare say anything more. But she couldn’t let go of her 
thoughts, and since she had only her twin brother to speak to, she finally 
said, “Don’t you feel these squeezes every once and a while? They’re quite 
unpleasant and sometimes even painful.” 

“Yes” he answered.  
“What’s special about that?”  
“Well,” the sister said, “I think that these squeezes are there to get us 

ready for another place, much more beautiful than this, where we will see 
our mother face to face. Don’t you think that’s exciting?”
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Children of the resurrection, live as those who will live forever.
In the name of the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Sermons are also available pre-printed and on CD. The pre-printed sermons are in the information racks at the 
Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the complete worship service, contact Phyllis 
Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.


