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John 11:32-44

The Raising of Lazarus (after Rembrandt), May, 1890
Vincent van Gogh, Dutch, 1853-1890
Oil on paper
Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Suffering from mental illness, Vincent van Gogh committed himself to an asylum in Saint-Rémy, 
France, in 1889. While there his younger brother Theo brought him many art works, one of 
which was Rembrandt’s etching of The Raising of Lazarus (c 1632). (See page 4.) Rather than 
reproducing the entire etching, van Gogh moved in for a close look at the recently dead Lazarus 
and the awestruck family members, framing them in a triangle with the blazing sun. The drama 
of the moment is emphasized by the sharp lines and bright colors. It has been suggested that 
the red beard on Lazarus is an autobiographical reference, that van Gogh was comparing Laza-
rus’s return to life to his own hope for new life from his isolation and his despair.  
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Van Gogh, not known for religious-themed paintings, renounced formalized religion, but, as 
the son of a Dutch Reformed minister, he was dominated by intense spiritual needs. Raised in 
a moderate branch of the church, he developed liberal attitudes toward art and religion, and 
by the early 1880s he had turned to nature as his sole source of spiritual fulfillment. This ex-
plains why he rarely painted religious themes but instead focused on landscapes and portraits 
of simple people who lived in harmony with nature. However, scholars have found considerable 
religious symbolism in many of his landscape and street scene paintings.

 — Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan

Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 

of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he 
will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread 
over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears 
from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord 
has spoken.

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might 
save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Psalm 24
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it;
for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is 

false, and do not swear deceitfully.
They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of their salvation.
Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

Selah
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may 

come in.
Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may 

come in.
Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah
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Revelation 21:1-6a
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mor-
tals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 
them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

John 11:32-44
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 

greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 
He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
Jesus began to weep. 
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 

this man from dying?” 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because 

he has been dead four days.” 
Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?”
So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 

having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 

When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
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The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

The Raising of Lazarus (c 1632)
Rembrandt van Rijn, Dutch, 1601-1669
Etching
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York


