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 This broadsheet was produced in Leipzig, Germany, in 1617, one hundred years after 
Martin Luther penned and nailed his 95 theses. It was part of the celebratory event marking 
the anniversary of that day, probably the first anniversary celebration in history. The Pope had 
opened 1617 with public prayers, calling for the reunion of Christendom and the eradication of 
heresy, effectively summoning the Catholic Church to arms against the Reformation. The Protes-
tants, with no central authority for organizing their supporters for the anticipated religious war 
and realizing that it had been a hundred years since Luther had challenged the Pope’s authority, 
launched a centenary celebration with ceremonies, processions, souvenirs, medals, paintings, 
and this broadsheet. It was essentially a political cartoon aimed at and pleading for the support 
of the Elector of Saxony. 

 Crowded with text and illustration, it depicts a dream that reveals to the Elector of Sax-
ony the historic role of Martin Luther. The Elector is in his canopied bed at the very right of the 
illustration. Luther is slightly below him and to the left, reading the Bible. As he reads, the words 
of God descend down a shaft of light from the Heaven, indicating that one can receive God’s 
Word with out intervening authority.

On the far left Luther is writing “vom abla” (about indulgence) on the church door with 
the world’s biggest quill pen. The pen extends back through the head of, and knocks the papal 
crown off of, the current pope, Leo X, thus the lion image. Other quills are being picked up from 
the ground, implying that anyone can participate in writing and printing the Word. 

 Luther purposefully selected the Wittenberg Cathedral and All Saints Day as the place 
and time to nail his theses. Frederick III, known as Frederick the Wise and the Elector of Saxony, 
had some 19,000 relics in his palace collection in Wittenberg, purportedly including a tooth 
from St. Jerome, a branch from the burning bush, and a crust of bread from the Last Supper. He 
opened his relic collection for the public only on All Saint’s Day, when many thousands of pil-
grims would congregate in the town to view the relics. 

 The Thirty Years War, starting as a conflict between Catholic and Protestant states and 
becoming one of the longest and most destructive conflicts in history, began the year after the 
1617 centennial celebration. It ended with the Peace of Westphalia, largely because the com-
peting powers came to the realization that such devastation to the people and the countryside 
could not continue. The Peace of Westphalia established the principle of respecting the bound-
aries of sovereign states and the concept of “balance of power.”

 — Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan
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Texts: Isaiah 55:6-11 • Psalm 46 • Romans 3:21-28 • John 15:1-11

Isaiah 55:6-11
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked 

forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may 
have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the 
rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so 
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall ac-
complish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in 

the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most 

High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning 

dawns.
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah
Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he 

burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.”
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah
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Romans 3:21-28
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by 

the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who be-
lieve. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are 
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God 
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 
the one who has faith in Jesus. 

Then what becomes of boasting? 
It is excluded. By what law? 
By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 

works prescribed by the law.

John 15:1-11
”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me 

that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you un-
less you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my com-
mandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide 
in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete.”


