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Texts: 
Jeremiah 31: 27-34; Psalm 119: 97-104; 2 Timothy 3: 14-4:5; and Luke 18: 1-8

Jeremiah 31: 27-34
27The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of animals. 
28And just as I have watched over them to pluck up and break down, to over-

throw, destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over them to build and to plant, 

says the Lord. 29In those days they shall no longer say: “The parents have eaten 

sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 
30But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour 

grapes shall be set on edge. 31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when 

I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It 

will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them 

by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband, says the Lord. 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 

shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall 

all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will for-

give their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Psalm 119:97-104
97Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all day long. 
98Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is always 

with me. 
99I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your decrees are my 

meditation. 
100I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. 
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101I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word. 
102I do not turn away from your ordinances, for you have taught me. 
103How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my 

mouth! 
104Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false 

way. 

2 Timothy 3: 14-4:5 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known 

the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for re-

proof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that everyone who 

belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
4In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 

the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 
2proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavor-

able; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For 

the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having 

itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own de-

sires, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 
5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry 

out your ministry fully.

Luke 18: 1-8
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God 

nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to 

him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; 

but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for any-
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one, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that 

she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” 
6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God 

grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long 

in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when 

the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Let the words of my mouth.....
and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in your sight oh Lord, my 

strength and my redeemer.
I am honored to be speaking on Laity Sunday. In a congregation brim-

ming with clergy, I am thankful that it is also a congregation that believes that 
the laity has something to say. It is my privilege to share a few reflections with 
you. I also want to thank my Disciple Bible study class for keeping me active in 
studying scripture and supportive friends and family who have offered sugges-
tions, resources, and encouragement through this process. 

When Tommy called to ask me to do this, I thought I asked the most im-
portant question....When is it? 

After I agreed, he sent me the scripture text. Eager to get started, I went 
first to the gospel. Humph? A little-known parable — at least I didn’t remem-
ber it and at first read I found it quite confusing — it fell quickly into the cat-
egory of “why did Jesus say that?”  

What about the epistle? Surely there’ll be something there....what about 
the Old Testament and then the Psalm.... It was at that moment that I realized 
that I had asked Tommy the wrong question! 

So friends, what is it that these scriptures tell us? 
Jeremiah is speaking to the exiled Israelites in Babylon. Judgment came 

down on the Kingdom, and they were sent to live in a foreign land because 
they had not kept the covenant with God. The covenant that God made with 
Abraham and Sarah — that He would be their God and they would be His 
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people. Under that covenant, God brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt 
to deliver them to the promised land. He gave them the Law —the concise ver-
sion known to us as the Ten Commandments and the detailed version spelled 
out in the remaining books of the Torah. 

During that Babylonian exile, Jeremiah prophesies a new covenant. He 
says it will not be like the covenant God made with their ancestors — it won’t 
be written on stone tablets. It is the promise of a hopeful future at God’s initia-
tive. God has not abandoned the Israelites. God is just, God cares, God forgives, 
God is faithful, and God wants a restored relationship with His people. He 
wants that so much that He will write the Law on their hearts so that it be-
comes an internalization of the expectations and boundaries that set forth the 
relationship between God and his people. 

God knows that we need forgiveness to relieve us from guilt and enable 
us to make better choices. We need forgiveness to be put right in our relation-
ship. Forgiveness is a an act of love that reinforces the desire that the relation-
ship not be broken. If God didn’t care about the relationship with us, forgive-
ness would be superfluous. So Jeremiah’s message to the Babylonian exiles 
was “God has not abandoned you, in spite of your disobedience. God will give 
you a new covenant — that is a new kind of relationship that is possible ONLY 
because of forgiveness.”

In my many years of work as a marriage and family therapist I have wit-
nessed the positive power of forgiveness, and unfortunately, the destruction 
of an unforgiving heart. Families that cannot forgive stay stuck in laments of 
regret, victimization, and anger. They do not move beyond it. It whittles away 
at their love for one another. They are not able to reconcile the relationship. 
It doesn’t necessarily mean that the relationship is over, but there is a serious 
disturbance in the connection. In every relationship there are bound to be rup-
tures — we simply cannot avoid our humanness. However, when forgiveness is 
part of the picture, when there are ruptures, there are also repairs in the rela-
tionship. 
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 Repairs are very powerful. Sincere apologies change things. When teach-
ing a parenting class, I often have people reflect on the power and importance 
of a parental apology. For many of us, our parents never were able to admit 
that they made mistakes, even though they did. Research on the relationship 
between therapist and client has also shown the ruptured alliances that are 
later repaired are more highly correlated with positive outcomes than alliances 
that were never ruptured, or were ruptured and never repaired. When we re-
ally care about our relationships, forgiveness has to be part of the picture. In 
the words of Desmond Tutu, “there is no future without forgiveness.”

The Psalmist proclaims a love of God’s law. The commandments show us 
that human beings are not made for lawlessness but for ordered life directed 
toward the worship of God and the care of one another. If you do a quick re-
view of the Ten Commandments — the first four are about honoring and wor-
shiping God and the remaining six are about how we need to treat each other.

Often these commandments are seen as restrictions...perhaps based 
on the language ... Thou shall NOT.... a fairly negative approach. However, fol-
lowing these commandments does not lead to a restricted life, but a life of 
freedom — freedom from guilt, freedom from unproductive behavior and un-
healthy relationships, freedom to connect and embrace fully our relationship 
with God.

Jesus summed up the commandments like this: “You shall love the lord 
your God with all your heart and all your mind and all your soul; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” So, if you keep Jesus’ commandment, you will keep the 
10 commandments. This is our  guide for faithful discipleship.

The Epistle lesson is from the Pastoral Letters — in other words, letters 
attributed to Paul to others who were leading churches. Paul tells Timothy of the 
usefulness of scripture leading and teaching the people of the church. He says 
that the scripture is inspired by God and useful for teaching, reproof, correction 
and training in righteousness.... why? Not to keep the people in line.... but to keep 
the people in connection with God in order to do God’s work on earth. 
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Which leads us to the Gospel, and this not-so-well-known parable... 
The context of the other scriptures is particularly helpful in understand-

ing all the nuances of this parable. First of all, we have a widow. To be a widow 
in biblical times was an extremely sad place in the social order. Women had no 
rights except through their husbands. In the case of the death of a husband, the 
wife did not inherit his estate — that estate was turned over to the husband’s 
family of origin. As a protection for women, there was a law called levirate mar-
riage, which stated that a man was obligated to marry his deceased brother’s 
widow. This was a way to provide a home for the woman and perhaps even 
children to carry on her dead husband’s family. However, if there was no broth-
er, or the brother was not obliging, the woman was left with nothing.

Think about that for a moment. Not only was she left with her grief over 
her dead husband, but she might be homeless and penniless all at the same 
time. There were many laws for the chosen people to care for widows and 
orphans. Perhaps this is what brings this woman to the judge.... her husband’s 
family is not providing for her, she doesn’t have what she needs, the society 
has forgotten about her... and at the time, all of those would be legitimate rea-
sons she should seek vindication. 

But as luck would have it, she’s stuck with the unjust judge — who had 
no regard for God or man. The law, firmly grounded in fairness and justice, 
also provided clear guidelines for judges. It specifically says, “Cursed be any-
one who deprives the alien, the orphan or the widow of justice.” 

However, this man didn’t seem to care if he were living up to these ex-
pectations or not. He was not influenced by God’s requirement to take care of 
the widow. He repeatedly refuses her and then finally gives in. Not because he 
finally realized the truth of her plea, but because he was annoyed and tired of 
being bothered. 

Now, I don’t know about the rest of you parents out there, but I certainly 
fell into that trap more than once with our son. Giving in, knowing full well that 
I was rewarding the wrong behavior but I just wanted the pestering to be over. 
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Who are the widows and unjust judges of today. As the widow repre-
sents the oppressed of the society, perhaps today it is our undocumented 
neighbors, victims of human trafficking, or children trying to survive an abu-
sive home. The last few weeks in Washington seem to provide ample material 
if you’re having trouble understand the modern-day equivalent of the unjust 
judge who abuses power. 

How does God expect us to respond? 
We can count on God to come down on the side of justice — to hear the 

ones who have no power, no influence, no voice, or no where else to turn.
In the telling of the parable, Jesus then makes one of those comments 

that keep us scratching our heads.... “Listen to what the unjust judge says....”
OK, if we stop here, it really doesn’t make a whole lot of sense. He goes 

on to say.... “And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him 

day and night?” 
In other words, if an unjust judge can grant justice, won’t the God that 

loves us do much more? 
We must carefully look at how the gospel writer begins this story... per-

haps anticipating that this is quite the confusing story, Luke presents its mean-
ing before relating the parable. He says that this parable was told to the dis-
ciples about their need to pray and not lose heart. 

So we need to pray.... day and night.... with the persistence of the wid-
ow.... without ceasing. 

But why? 
What is so special about prayer? 
Why is it so important? 
God wants to be in relationship with us.... God wants to be connected to 

his people.... Prayer is an act of connection. Prayer is a form of communication. 
It is our most active means of communicating and connecting with the Creator. 
Like a loving parent reaches for her child, throughout human history God has 
reached for us....God wants us to be connected — in relationships with each 
other and, most importantly, in relationship with God. 



In God’s infinite wisdom, we are designed as human beings to be in rela-
tionships. We are dependent upon relationships for our survival. Relationships 
are not just an added pleasure to life... they are essential to life, to growth and 
development. Neuroscience bears this truth. Without relationships, human 
beings will not survive. It’s not just that we are unable to feed ourselves, but 
we are born with under-developed brains. Seventy percent of the brain devel-
ops after birth. Ironically, the part that is there when we are born is emotional 
reaction. Unfortunately, what isn’t there is emotional regulation. So we are 
born with the complete ability to be totally terrified with absolutely no way to 
soothe ourselves. 

Infant brains are built through relationships...with caregivers that re-
spond to the baby’s needs serving as scaffolding for the brain’s construction.  
Psychologists understand these needed relationships as attachment — the 
emotional bond. Attachment is required for human development. Humans 
are shaped by relationships throughout life. Positive emotional attachments 
can change the brain. So even as adults, we can grow into more secure attach-
ments. In the presence of secure others, damage of early relationships can be 
reversed. Social support, compassion, and kindness support positive neural 
growth. So as we tend to our relationships with others and our relationship 
with God, we are positively impacting our brains.

Friends, God is providing for us in a powerful way — He is inviting us 
into a secure attachment — into relationships with each other and a relation-
ship with him. Prayer becomes the life blood of that relationship.  

Review the Lord’s Prayer for instance....how Jesus taught us to pray. Not 
only does it provide a structure for prayer, it provides a great guideline for 
relationships. It begins by calling the relationship by name. It expresses appro-
priate praise and appreciation. It teaches us how to ask for our needs. It con-
fesses our failings. It revels in the secure attachment. This is how we build and 
cultivate relationships. In every relationship we need to honor the connection, 
provide appropriate praise and appreciation, ask for our needs, and confess 
our failings. 
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A long-time friend refers to prayer as being a way of life. In all of our 
communication with one another we are communicating with God. So if I’m 
thankful to my spouse, I am thankful to God. It puts a very powerful expecta-
tion on how we treat each other. 

Attachments are centered on feelings. When we are as mindful of how 
we treat each other and how we would want to be treated, we generate se-
cure attachments and strong emotional bonds. As one of the sages of our time, 
Maya Angelou says, “I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”

One way to summarize the  message of today’s scripture lessons would 
be to speak about God’s persistent, unshakable, everlasting love for us, all of 
His creation. It is about God reaching out in human history and calling us into 
relationship with Him and expecting us to be in relationships with one anoth-
er. So pray persistently. Do justice. Don’t lose heart.

With the intimacy of a parent comforting a child, God offers us a rela-
tionship. All we need do is say yes.... yes Lord, I will reach back. Yes Lord, I will 
do justice with your creation. Yes Lord, I will pray to stay connected.

In the name of the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer. AMEN.

Sermons are also available pre-printed and on CD. The pre-printed sermons are in the information racks at the 
Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the complete worship service, contact Phyllis 
Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.
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