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Texts: Job 1:1; 2:1-10 • Psalm 26 • Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 • Mark 10:2-16

Job 1:1; 2:1-10
There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless 

and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.
One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan 

also came among them to present himself before the Lord. 
The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” 
Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and 

down on it.” 
The Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him 

on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. He still per-
sists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no reason.” 

Then Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin! All that people have they will give to save 
their lives. But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse 
you to your face.” 

The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life.”
So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job 

from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. Job took a potsherd with which to scrape 
himself, and sat among the ashes. 

Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.” 
But he said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the 

good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” 
In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

Psalm 26
Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have trusted in the Lord 

without wavering.
Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and mind.
For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in faithfulness to you.
I do not sit with the worthless, nor do I consort with hypocrites;
I hate the company of evildoers, and will not sit with the wicked.
I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord,
singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds.
O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, and the place where your glory abides.



Do not sweep me away with sinners, nor my life with the bloodthirsty,
those in whose hands are evil devices, and whose right hands are full of bribes.
But as for me, I walk in my integrity; redeem me, and be gracious to me.
My foot stands on level ground; in the great congregation I will bless the Lord.

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but 

in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of 
God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purifica-
tion for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. But 
someone has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or 
mortals, that you care for them? You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 
you have crowned them with glory and honor, subjecting all things under their feet.” 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we 
do not yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was 
made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of 
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the 
one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. 

For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, “I will pro-
claim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”

Mark 10:2-16
Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?” 
He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 
They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.”
But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment 

for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason 
a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no 
one separate.”
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Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she di-
vorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom 
of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
will never enter it.” 

And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

As I am beginning this sermon, I’m conscious that I’m speaking to you as a 
woman, daughter, sister, mother, pastor. As a woman deeply in touch with the abuse 
and oppression that many women experience, I would like to begin by asking you a 
question: Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injus-
tice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? (That is part of our 
baptismal covenant.)

Certainly, a very challenging question, and a question we might face every 
day of our lives. One dimension of the freedom and power God gives us is to be 
a person who live lives of mutual respect, cooperation, seeking the welfare of all, 
building relationships of love and care for one another, affirming one another. This 
is a life-giving power because it strengthens relationships and promotes equal par-
ticipation of all people. But quite often we are in the bondage of a different kind 
of power that dominates the world, our communities, our own families and often 
ourselves.

Something is happening to us!
Our communities, our families, and our countries are so divided, so polar-

ized in so many ways.
According to the Family Violence Prevention Fund, “growing up in a violent 

home may be a terrifying and traumatic experience that can affect every aspect of 
a child’s life, growth and development. . . children who have been exposed to fam-
ily violence suffer symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder, such as bed-wetting 
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or nightmares, and are at greater risk than their peers of having allergies, asthma, 
gastrointestinal problems, headaches and flu.” In addition, women who experience 
physical abuse as children are at a greater risk of victimization as adults, and men 
have a far greater — more than double — likelihood of perpetrating abuse.

Statistical studies indicate that one in every three women and also numerous 
men will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime. Reports indicated that many thou-
sands, more likely millions, of women and girls have been re-living the pain of their 
own sexual harassment, assault, abuse, or rape, during these past weeks of national 
media attention to these crises in our society.

In the Gospel of Mark this morning, Jesus strongly brings women and chil-
dren to the center of the community life by defending their dignity.

When the Pharisees raise a legal or moral question to Jesus to test him. (“Is 
it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”), Jesus didn’t get into the rabbinical argu-
ments or a legal judgment on divorce, but instead turns the question on its head, 
shifting the conversation from legal to relational dimension as he seeks protection 
for women. His invitation is to discover God’s original project, which is above laws 
and norms. Concretely this law reflected the power of husband over their wives in 
display because of the hardness of heart of the husbands.

Jesus goes deeper into the original mystery of the human being. when he said to 
them, God “made them male and female.” Both have been made in equality. God hasn’t 
created the man with power over the woman. God hasn’t created the woman to be sub-
ject to the man. Between men and woman there’s not to be domination of any kind.

From this original structure of being human, Jesus offers a vision of marriage 
that goes way beyond all that’s established by the Law.

In one sentence: Jesus ethical answer to the Pharisees’ question is in defense 
of dignity for women.

More than 2000 years later, the moral and ethical issue regarding marriage 
and divorce continues to be of major concern for the church and society. The Unit-
ed Methodist Church has given long consideration to this concern, addressing it 
through the Book of Discipline which states God’s plan is for lifelong, faithful mar-
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riage. However, when a married couple is estranged beyond reconciliation, even 
after thoughtful consideration and counsel, divorce is a regrettable alternative in 
the midst of brokenness. We grieve over the devastating emotional, spiritual, and 
economic consequences of divorce for all involved, understanding that women and 
especially children, are disproportionately impacted by such burdens

We affirm with Scripture the common humanity of male and female, both hav-
ing equal worth in the eyes of God. We reject the erroneous notion that one gender is 
superior to another, that one gender must strive against another, and that members of 
one gender may receive love, power, and esteem only at the expense of another. 

We especially reject the idea that God made individuals as incomplete frag-
ments, made whole only in union with another. We call upon women and men alike 
to share power and control, to learn to give freely and to receive freely, to be com-
plete and to respect the wholeness of others. We seek for every individual opportu-
nities and freedom to love and be loved, to seek and receive justice, and to practice 
ethical self-determination. 

We understand our gender diversity to be a gift from God, intended to add 
to the rich variety of human experience and perspective; and we guard against atti-
tudes and traditions that would use this good gift to leave members of one sex more 
vulnerable in relationships than members of another.

The ministry of Jesus signifies a rupture with the prevalent situation of 
domination with the introduction of a new type of relationship, founded not in the 
patriarchal order of subordination, but in love as mutual giving that includes the 
equality of the man and the woman. The women and children emerge as persons, 
daughters and children of God, protagonist and subject of the dream of Jesus, and 
invited, along with men, to be members of the new type of humanity.

Our gospel passage also affirms Jesus concern for the children. Children were 
a very important part of Jesus ministry. We are aware of the crisis of children in our 
nation, their health, education, too-often abuse, hunger, victims of conflicts in the 
family and society. We are also aware of the 1,700 lost children placed in tents, cut 
off from parents/family in isolated areas of Texas.
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We are experiencing a time in our history that feels like the very soul of our 
country is being laid bare.

• In this time of crisis, let us join in the affirmation that Equality is a human 
right. It is a matter of justice, and as such, it is non-negotiable. Every human being 
must make his-her own commitment to equality. Jesus clearly sought for the inclu-
sion of all people, and Justice for all, praying for the Kingdom of God here on earth.

• Let us awake and rise to this historic moment. There are always risks and 
challenges, and for those very reasons we must be in faithful conversations as we 
seek to move from a culture of domination to mutuality, in order to achieve full so-
cial justice and respect for the human rights of all persons.

• On this World Communion Sunday, we celebrate our connections and soli-
darity with Christians throughout the world. I think specially in my home church, 
Emmanuel church in Cochabamba, Bolivia, were my family is worshiping and 
sharing communion. We all Christians faces the same challenges and issues in our 
churches and societies, in the midst of them we are called to be the body and blood 
of Christ in this world.

• We are called to build a beloved community for all, based on relationships 
of reciprocity and trust.

• We are called to awaken. Awake Our souls oh God. Awaken us to be faithful 
followers of Jesus Christ, to make human life more truly human, to claim the power 
God gives us to listen and to stand with those who suffer injustice and oppression, 
to partner with them on behalf of their liberation.

Let us root out the foundations of systems of domination in all their forms 
of control, submission, and imposition, and let us create systems of care, solidarity, 
responsibility, mutual respect, and justice for all people.

May we claim God’s word through the prophet Ezekiel: “A new heart I will 
give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body 
the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 36:26) 

So be it. Amen.
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Job 1:1; 2:1-10
Wooden Figure of Job with an Affliction of Boils, c. 1750-1850
Carved wood, Probably from Germany
The Wellcome Collection, London, England, Great Britain; Credit: Science Museum, London, 

“… and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.” 

Both a museum and a library, the Wellcome Collection has a mixture of medical artifacts and original 
artworks that explore “ideas about the connections between medicine, life, and art.”  Sir Henry Solomon 
Wellcome (1853-1936) was born in Wisconsin, the son of an itinerant missionary. With an early interest 
in pharmacy, he founded a pharmaceutical company in 1880, Burroughs Wellcome, which introduced 
the selling of medicine in tablet form to England. Traveling extensively, he amassed a huge collection of 
books, paintings, and objects on the theme of the historical development of medicine worldwide.

Wellcome became a British subject in 1910, and in 1932 was knighted and made an Honorary Fellow of 
the Royal College of Surgeons of England. His will vested all the company’s shares in the Wellcome Trust 
with the income to be spent to further human and animal health. In 2017 it was the second wealthiest 
charitable foundation in the world, after the Gates Foundation. The Wellcome Collection is a part of the 
trust. The Science Museum in London houses many of the objects collected by Sir Henry Wellcome. 

 — Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan 
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