
Swift Night Out - August 27 
at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church

Who: If you enjoy birds and want to participate in a community effort to help verify and count where 
Chimney Swifts are in Houston.

Why: Chimney Swifts are migratory birds that use chimney-like structures to nest and roost. Chimney 
Swift populations are in decline, and local partners working together to help this iconic, urban bird species. 
Your collected data will be used to inform conservation decisions in Houston.

When: The Swift Night Out at St. Paul’s will be Tuesday, August 27, 2019, at 7:30 pm. The 30 minutes it 
takes to count the birds can make a real difference in understanding the behavior of this unique species. At 
dusk, Chimney Swifts begin circling roosting locations, such as St. Paul’s  chimney. They then swoop into 
their roosting location and can be counted as they enter the chimney.

Where: In the church’s large parking lot, 1131 Binz. For dates and locations of other Houston-area Swift 
Nights Out, please see www.houstonaudubon.org/birding/bird-surveys/swifts-over-houston/swift-night-out.

Count Tips
Bring a folding chair, mosquito repellent, water, and binoculars. Although you will be  able to see the 
swifts without binoculars, they are helpful when counting the  birds as they descent into the chimney.

Arrive about 15 minutes early to ensure the best spot for, though most parts of the designated area 
should provide good visibility where you will have clear contrast at the entrance to the tower.

Look for and listen for the swifts. Their high-pitched chittering can be very noticeable.

When counting Chimney Swifts at roosts such as St. Paul’s chimney, the numbers can become over-
whelming. Athletic lap counters available at most sporting good stores allow you to count without 
without taking your eyes off of the swifts. 

As the swifts begin swooping toward the chimney, pay close attention to those that actually go inside. 
Sometimes they will fake you out. Count only the number of swifts that enter the roost. 

If you are an eBird user, please enter your swift count into eBird. In the comment section, indicate 
that the swifts were counted entering a roosting site so those can be differentiated from counts  of 
swifts simply flying overhead.

At a recent Community-wide Swift Night Out conducted by Houston Audubon members,  
St. Paul’s had the second most chimney swifts of all the sites known to host them — 353. 


