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Texts: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 • Psalm 111 • Ephesians 5:15-20 • John 6:51-58

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. 

The time that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in 
Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem.

So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was 
firmly established. Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father 
David; only, he sacrificed and offered incense at the high places. The king went to 
Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to 
offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 
“Ask what I should give you.” 

And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your ser-
vant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteous-
ness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great 
and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, 
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your 
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and 
evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because 
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the 
life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what 
is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; 
no other king shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my 
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statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen 
your life.”

Psalm 111 
Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the 

company of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.
Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures for-

ever.
He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; the Lord is gracious and 

merciful.
He provides food for those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant.
He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the heri-

tage of the nations.
The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy.
They are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness 

and uprightness.
He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. 

Holy and awesome is his name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it 

have a good understanding. His praise endures forever.

Ephesians 5:15-20 
Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the 

most of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; 
but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving 
thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.
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John 6:51-58 
I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 

bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my 
flesh.” 

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give 
us his flesh to eat?” 

So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh 
and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for 
my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink 
my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live 
because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and 
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”

We have knowledge in abundance today. Advances in every conceivable 
human discipline have exploded. Some have called the era we are in the “informa-
tion age.” Some have called in the information revolution. We know more about the 
body, the world, communication, than ever before.

If anything, this information explosion makes wisdom an even more neces-
sary gift. Wisdom summed up here in some ways by Solomon – He knows that he 
doesn’t know…he knows that he doesn’t know all he needs to understand to be a 
good and faithful king.

For wisdom, as the Hebrew language understood it, is to think clearly and 
understand. It is the theme of at least two of our readings today – from I Kings and 
Ephesians.
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Solomon, son of David, is best known for wisdom because of this particular 
story.

Of the gifts he could have asked from God, wisdom, understanding, is the 
one he asks for, and this pleased God.

Unless you know how Solomon acquired that wisdom, you might think he 
was born with it. We know differently. It was a gift. The only thing Solomon knew 
was that he didn’t know anything about being king. And come to find out, that was 
the only thing he needed to know. Solomon understood that he was in over his 
head and that was the wisest of all.

It is one of the best prayers I have ever read. And it came out of the mouth 
of a six-year-old boy. As I read it, they were at a local swimming pool, and her son 
was standing at the deep end, his toes curled over the edge. Still unsure of himself 
in the water, he stood there for what seemed to her like a very long time. He looked 
up to the sky, put his hands together, and said: “O Lord, give me skills or GIVE ME 
GILLS!” And he jumped.

Give me skills or give me gills. That pretty much covers it. O Lord, give me 
what I need to overcome what I’m facing or give me what I need to endure it. Give 
me skills or give me gills.

Our reading from Second Kings finds Solomon in way over his head and at 
the deep end. His father is dead. He is grieving. He is afraid. He is carrying a heavy 
load. He’s no longer swimming in the safety of the shallow end of his childhood. 
With one swift toss, Solomon is headed into the deep end of adulthood.

Solomon understood that the covenant was larger than himself or his father 
but with a whole people, and Solomon sought after this wisdom before anything 
else.

Ask what I should give you? Says the Lord.
Understanding wisdom, Solomon says.
Solomon hungered for that which he did not know and was humble enough 

in this moment at least to ask for it.
How does wisdom become something that we desire?
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There’s a story about a proud young man who came to Socrates asking for 
wisdom. He walked up to the philosopher and said, “O great Socrates, I come to 
you for wisdom.” Socrates recognized a pompous one when he saw one. He led the 
young man through the streets, to the sea, and chest deep into water. 

Then he asked, “What do you want?”
“Knowledge, O wise Socrates,” said the young man with a smile.  
Socrates put his strong hands on the man’s shoulders and pushed him under. 

Thirty seconds later Socrates let him up. “What do you want?” he asked again.  
“Wisdom,” the young man sputtered, “O great and wise Socrates.”  
Socrates crunched him under again. Thirty seconds passed, thirty-five. Forty. 

Socrates let him up. The man was gasping. “What do you want, young man?”  
Between heavy, heaving breaths the fellow wheezed, “Knowledge, O wise and 

wonderful...”  
Socrates jammed him under again Forty seconds passed. Fifty. 
“What do you want?”  
“Air!” the young man screeched. “I need air!” 
“When you want wisdom as you have just wanted air, then you will have 

knowledge.” 
There has to be a hunger for wisdom. Somehow we must desire it for ourselves. 

It must become something more than admiring it in others or somehow a luxury to 
be a person of wisdom. We must understand it as central to the Christian life.

We satisfy our hunger for wisdom by asking God and being with people who 
seek it too, people who are seeking together.  We only satisfy hunger by being with 
people who don’t have all the answers but who are seeking wisdom and understand-
ing from the Divine source of wisdom.

Solomon was about to face some monumental challenges – geo-political, cul-
tural, expectations left over from his father, and all the rest.

Wisdom in many respects is preparing ourselves for all that will come. 
A man once came to a farmer and asked to be taken on as a hired hand. 
“What can you do?” The farmer asked him.  
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The man replied, “I can sleep when the wind blows.”  
The farmer thought that was a strange answer, but he needed a worker, so 

he hired him. Soon after, the farmer went away on a trip. A couple of weeks later, 
the farmer returned home one night and went to bed. But a storm came up. Winds 
were blowing and lashing. The farmer woke and heard the winds, and he remem-
bered the broken barn door, the weak place in the fence, and some ripped wire in 
the chicken coop. Concerned about his livestock, he got up and went out into the 
storm to check on them and what do you think he found?  

The barn door, the fence, the chicken coop had all been repaired…the ani-
mals were all safe…and the hired worker was sleeping soundly. 

Then the farmer remembered what he had said, “I can sleep when the wind 
blows.” Because he had prepared ahead for the storm. He could sleep.  

What spiritual practices and disciplines are you cultivating today so that di-
vine wisdom is planted in you at crucial times in your life?

Solomon shows us here, which we can glean, is this: he asked for it.
He was humble enough to know that he didn’t know. He asked God for it.
Like you, I have known people in my life who were sages – wisdom was at 

their ready most times.
These deeply wise people were sometimes well educated, formally I mean, 

many times, they were not. 
They had Ph.D.’s in common sense, as one person I know says it.
I think of both of my grandfathers. One had an 8th education and the other a 

college education. Each was wise in his own way, and that is what unites them in my 
own mind.

I am fortunate to have a covenant group of clergy colleagues who meet 
monthly and offer wisdom, and good humor, regularly. I am fortunate to have men-
tors who have offered me wisdom over the years. Many of you have people in your 
life who have done the same. 

None of them are going to be a king or fight a battle, but each could be a 
gift to his or her family, place of work, church, neighbors. And after it’s all said and 
done – that’s what matters.



Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Phyllis Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.
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Solomon understood himself to need wisdom not so that he could be faithful 
alone to the covenant God had made with him. He understood himself seeking wis-
dom so that he could lead a whole nation who was connected to that covenant with 
God.

So wisdom then becomes not a gift just for the self but for others whose lives 
are intertwined with ours.

Amidst a world that often seems at odds with itself at every turn, my deepest 
prayer is for wisdom from above and the awareness to need it. 


