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2 Samuel 11:1-15 
In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his 

officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David 
remained at Jerusalem. It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and 
was walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; 
the woman was very beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was report-
ed, “This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 

So David sent messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she 
was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. The woman conceived; 
and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.”

So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” 
And Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the 

people fared, and how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, 
and wash your feet.” 

Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. But 
Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go 
down to his house. 

When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You 
have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” 

Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab 
and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat 
and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a 
thing.” 

Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” 
So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, David invited him to eat and drink in 
his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the 
servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In the let-
ter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, 
so that he may be struck down and die.”

Lectionary Texts: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 • Psalm 14 • Ephesians 3:14-21 • John 6:1-21



Psalm 14 
Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; 

there is no one who does good.
The Lord looks down from heaven on humankind to see if there are any who are wise, 

who seek after God.
They have all gone astray, they are all alike perverse; there is no one who does good, no, 

not one.
Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers who eat up my people as they eat bread, and 

do not call upon the Lord?
There they shall be in great terror, for God is with the company of the righteous.
You would confound the plans of the poor, but the Lord is their refuge.
O that deliverance for Israel would come from Zion! When the Lord restores the fortunes 

of his people, Jacob will rejoice; Israel will be glad.

Ephesians 3:14-21 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that 
you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you 
may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to ac-
complish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

John 6:1-21 
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tibe-

rias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the 
sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 

Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large 
crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to 
eat?” 

He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered 
him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 

One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here 
who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 
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Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; 
so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given 
thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 

When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so 
that nothing may be lost.” 

So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 

When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the 
prophet who is to come into the world.”

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 
king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. When evening came, his disciples went 
down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and 
Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 

When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 
coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 

Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land 
toward which they were going.

If God were to send us a love letter, it may sound a bit like Ephesians 3. 
The passage we heard today is a prayer that we be strengthened in our inner 
being. Strengthened, in this context, means to know and understand fully, so 
that we may fully live God’s purposes for our lives. Comprehension of the di-
mensions of God’s love is what strengthens us to participate in the kind of mir-
acle we heard about in today’s Gospel reading. Comprehension of the dimen-
sions of God’s love is what enables us to be exactly who and exactly how God 
created us – “flaws and all” – which is the perfect position for us to co-create 
with God. 

Whether they knew it or not, the disciples were co-creating with Christ. 
As I wrote in the newsletter, the divine capacity to multiply a sack lunch into 
an unending feast rested in Christ’s hands alone. Yet, Christ invited the dis-
ciples to participate in miracle making – by questioning them or calling them 
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to the task: “Where can we buy bread?” Then, he equips them with food for the 
multitude and sends them among the people to organize and feed them. 

And still today, Christ is calling, equipping, and sending us into some 
situation that needs a miracle. I don’t know what that is for you. But I do know 
that it is. The world is still hungering for physical and spiritual sustenance, 
and Christ is still asking, where can we buy bread, where can we find help for 
people? And although we may be wary and worried like the disciples that our 
resources are insufficient; comprehending the dimensions of God’s love helps 
us see our sufficiency according to the riches of Christ’s glory, according to the 
power given to us through his spirit.

If God were to send us a love letter, it just may come in the form of a 
prayer, seeking that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith, and that we 
be rooted and grounded in love. Comprehension of the dimensions of God’s 
love impacts the very foundation upon which we live and from which we min-
ister and serve others. Rooted and ground in love.

One of my prayer partners recently sent me a devotion on trees with in-
terlocking root systems. I’m not sure that he remembered that I’m fascinated 
by roots. And I’m fascinated for many reasons: the fact that root systems can 
be many times the size of what actually flourishes and still remain invisible; 
the notion that roots anchor and support growing things; roots absorb and 
conduct – pulling what’s needed for life from the soil and then pushing it up 
into a plant; and roots are so relentless in their search of what’s needed for 
growth, particularly water, that they can span for miles underground. The lon-
gest expanse of roots I’ve read about is nearly 400 miles. How scientists gather 
this information, I do not know! But it’s interesting and inspiring.

What would be possible in our lives if we lived each day as if God’s love 
truly anchored and supported us? 

What would change if we trusted God to secure and provide the things 
we need to fulfill our purpose in the world?
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The particular devotional reading was on a type of tree that is often 
planted together in rows or tight formations. When that happens, the trees 
quickly weave their roots together underground. As the root system inter-
locks, it makes each tree virtually formidable – it becomes impossible for 
storms or circumstances to remove an individual tree because it’s anchored 
to the others. My friend said this reminded him of the body of Christ, and par-
ticularly, the support our covenant group offers. To be rooted and grounded in 
love, then, is not an emotional feeling but a way of living that strengthens and 
protects one’s self and others. 

I heard a song in worship at Texas Youth Academy that I had not heard 
in years: We Are One in the Spirit. The constant refrain of the song is “they’ll 
know we are Christians by our love.” Rooted and grounded. Anchored and sup-
ported. They’ll know we are Christians by our love. But, these lyrics from the 
third verse captured my heart’s attention: “We will guard each one’s dignity 
and save each other’s pride… We will guard each one’s dignity and save each 
other’s pride. And, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.”

Friends, trees do that by interlocking roots. We do that by interlocking 
hearts. By listening to one another’s stories and journeys. By advocating for 
issues that won’t ever impact us. By valuing one another’s humanity, without 
qualification, without exception. Comprehension of the dimensions of God’s 
love requires us to look beyond surface details and examine our root system.

Thinking about those trees standing together in the face of storms calls to 
mind the life of the church. I imagine the first hearers of this letter needed some 
instruction on how to weather their communal storms. This love letter is writ-
ten to the church at Ephesus – which was working to form itself amid a world 
that was falling apart. The Jewish temple had been destroyed. Christians gath-
ered fearfully to worship in one another’s homes. These words are written to 
people who are watching the godless be glorified. There is no place for Jews or 
Christians to worship. Glory to God, in this sense of the grandness and fullness 
this chapter mentioned, is not occurring. It is not a present reality, but a vision.
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In this way, this text is a timely word to us today. While we have places to 
worship and honor God, we have an ever-growing number of “Nones” – those 
who profess no religious affiliation, and a growing number of “Dones” – those 
who have left their faith tradition. And, the prevailing message of the world is 
that it’s fine to worship your own self-interest – do what makes you happy. 

[I won’t touch it today, but re-read the Old Testament text in your spare 
time. While you are condemning David, which is easy to do, take a moment to 
consider the ways in which we might take liberties in the world – liberties that 
are within our rights and power, but still may be displeasing to our God. That’s 
your homework, I won’t go there.] 

I will say that another prevailing message of our time is the acceptability 
of placing our wants before another person’s basic needs. This prayer in Ephe-
sians asks that we be filled with all the fullness of God. This word [pleroma] in 
the Greek, speaks of an abundance and plenitude that fills up all deficiency. All 
deficiency. 

Comprehension of the dimensions of God’s love means that we operate from 
a mental mode of abundance and not scarcity. There is enough food. If a sack lunch 
can feed 5,000. 

Then, the dimensions of love say: there is also enough food today – so that, 
four of five children in Texas do not have to go to bed hungry each night. 

The dimensions of love say: there are enough homes. So that, Houston’s hous-
ing first initiative can really meet its goal of ending veteran homelessness and hous-
ing the city’s most vulnerable people – the elderly, the ill, and those who chronically 
find themselves living on the street. 

The dimensions of love say: there are enough lawyers and volunteers so that 
a ministry our church supports, Justice For Our Neighbors, can move its caseload 
swiftly as it helps people on their pathway to citizenship. 

There is enough. There is the fullness of God. Therefore, someone’s citi-
zenship, someone’s home, someone’s meal does not threaten our citizenship, our 
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homes, our meals in any way. Because we are anchored in love, which gives way to 
enjoying God’s fullness and plenitude. 

If God were to paint a picture of the dimensions of God’s love, it might 
look like the feeding of the multitude in the Gospel of John. And not just the 
Gospel of John – this story is the only story that is told in all four Gospels of 
the bible, and two Gospels actually tell it twice. So, friends, it is important! 
And what does it tell us about the breadth and length and height and depth 
of God’s love? First, we see that the dimensions of love perceive needs even 
before they are presented. The crowd has been following Jesus, the text tells 
us, because they saw signs he was doing for the sick – not because they were 
exceptionally hungry. But knowing that the Passover festival was near, Jesus 
wanted to make sure everyone had something to eat – a place at the table. So 
it seems, the dimensions of love perceive unspoken needs and make inclusive 
miracle preparations. 

I hope you will take a moment to find yourself in this crowd today. 
Where are you? 
Walking alongside Jesus, and yet, focused on the so-called impossibili-

ties of life? 
Or are you in the crowd, needing healing, hungering for something that 

you have yet to talk to the Lord about? 
Or perhaps you’re the boy – ready to rip into your lunch. Not necessarily 

considering those around you, because it is after all your lunch. 
Perhaps you’re a parent in the crowd, who almost didn’t bring your fam-

ily that day because you didn’t have any food to pack to sustain you. 
The good news is that wherever you are in this story – you are within 

the dimensions of love. The even better news, is that this passage shows us 
clearly what Ephesians speaks of: “that the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine.”

Abundantly far more. Some translations might say: exceedingly and 
abundantly above. And this, friends, brings us to my favorite Greek word, I 
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speak of it often: huperekperissou. A quick grammar lesson would tell us that 
the word construction heightens its meaning. It has two adjectives tacked 
onto the front of the word that implies abundance: huper and ek. I suppose it 
could be likened to a contemporary “really, really” or “super totally”…or some 
other configuration that conveys “God’s really, really, super totally, absolutely, 
unequivocally got this situation in control and is blessing in boundless ways!” 
We are anchored and sustained by a love that can manifest plenitude from a 
tiny bit of food. We are rooted and grounded in a love that calls everyone to the 
table. 

If God were to paint a picture of the dimensions of God’s love, it might 
also look like the St. Paul’s on yesterday. A few disciples beginning the day in 
prayer – preparing the way of the Lord – walking the Labyrinth to seek peace 
in their personal lives and their communities, and preparing the space for the 
dozens upon dozens of people who would descend upon the church campus 
as a part of the Museum Experience Day. People hoping to see God’s glory in 
stained glass and architecture and children’s art activities and in delicious 
tacos on the grass and time spent around the table outside. The picture would 
encompass every hue in the palate to capture the diversity of the moment – 
from young children running the labyrinth to elderly people faithfully making 
their way on walkers; a Muslim family praying in the shadow of Jesus, groups 
of friends – black, white, Russian, Asian, Cajun, middle eastern, Spanish, and 
one gentleman looking for a sack lunch at the EAC, who found so much more.  

If God were to paint a picture of the dimensions of love, diversity and 
unity would be key design elements. Ephesians 3 tells us that God is our “Fa-
ther from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. The song-
writer India Arie would say: We are a human kind of seven billion. So many 
different races and religions. And we all want the same things. And it all comes 
down to ONE. It all comes down to one – one God, one Father from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.
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What would it look like for us to be rooted and grounded in this kind of love? 
What would it look like to regard everyone on the planet as sister or brother?
I will use the words of a popular artist that I read this week to help us imag-

ine what it would NOT look like. “The biggest enemy of an artist is apathy. A kid 
gets killed by the police and I buy a [protest] T-shirt and before I can wear that one, 
there’s another kid killed and I’m running out of closet space.” 

Friends, if we understood the dimensions of God’s love that strengthens us in 
our inner being; if we were rooted and grounded by the love of the Father, who cre-
ated all people in the image of God – then we would hear fewer stories about people 
for whom violence is the tool employed in place of love.

And it’s possible that the chaos of our world – like the chaos surrounding the 
early church’s formation – makes it difficult for us to understand the breadth and 
length and height and depth of God’s love and how God might desire to stretch us 
according to those dimensions. Thankfully, God has written an instruction manual 
on how to live in this kind of love. The guide includes statements such as: “Ask, and 
it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you. For everyone [here’s the radical inclusivity of God again], everyone who asks, 
receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be 
opened” [Matt 7:7-8]. The instruction guide tells us that if any of us lacks wisdom, 
we should “ask God who gives generously to all, without finding fault” [James 1:5]. 

Friends, Christ is still calling, equipping and sending. Pray for the wisdom 
to understand how the Lord is inviting you – as he invited the disciples – to partici-
pate in miracle-making and world-changing. The questions are not if you are called, 
if you are equipped, or if you are being sent. But rather, the questions are how are 
you being called, how has and is Christ equipping you, and to where and whom are 
you being sent? There is much hunger in this world. The good news is, your roots 
are strong, your roots are miles and generations long, your roots are sufficient for 
miracle-making! 

In the name of our God, who calls, equips, and sends. Amen.
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Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Phyllis Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.
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