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Texts: Hosea 1:2-10 • Psalm 85 • Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19) • Luke 11:1-13

Hosea 1:2-10
When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take for 

yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits 
great whoredom by forsaking the Lord.” 

So he went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore 
him a son. And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel; for in a little while I will punish 
the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the 
house of Israel. On that day I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” 

She conceived again and bore a daughter. Then the Lord said to him, “Name her 
Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have pity on the house of Israel or forgive them. But I 
will have pity on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the Lord their God; I will not 
save them by bow, or by sword, or by war, or by horses, or by horsemen.”

When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. Then the Lord 
said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people and I am not your God.” 

Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which can 
be neither measured nor numbered; and in the place where it was said to them, “You 
are not my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of the living God.”

Psalm 85
Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin. Selah
You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger.
Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us.
Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
Will you not revive us again, so that your people may rejoice in you?
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, 

to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in 

our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each 

other.
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Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down 
from the sky.

The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.

Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19)
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives 

in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy 
and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the 
universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 
and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him 
also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the 
flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, you were 
also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.

And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the re-
cord that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing 
over them in it.

Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of 
observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. These are only a shadow of what is to 
come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on 
self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by 
a human way of thinking, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, 
nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is 

from God.

Luke 11:1-13
He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples 

said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 
He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your king-

dom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 
forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 
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And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at mid-
night and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has ar-
rived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother 
me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get 
up and give you anything.’ 

“I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 

“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, 
and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.

“Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake 
instead of a fish? 

“Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 
“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

With so much happening in our country and our world right now, it is easy to feel a 
little bit like Israel in the book of Hosea.

It can feel like God has forsaken us. Like God threw up his hands and said, “You 
are not my people,” just like he had Hosea name his son as a symbol to the Israelites. The 
world certainly has not been acting like God’s people.  

But, you know what?
However despairing we may feel, however hopeless the world may seem, we ARE 

God’s people. He has NOT forsaken us.
As it says in our reading from Colossians, “God made [us] alive together in him…

He set [our sins] aside, nailing it to the cross.” 
But the question remains, “What do we do when we feel lost and hopeless?”
I think our New Testament readings today give us an answer. We remember who 

we come from and go back to the basics.
We find one basic in our Colossians reading. It reminds us that we are rooted IN 

and built up BY Christ.
Let me repeat: We are rooted in and built up by Christ.
Roots, like humans, are diverse. If we were to take one of every kind of tree and 

plant and compare their roots to each other, no two would look the same. The healthiest 
oak trees roots would look drastically different from the healthiest palm trees roots. They 
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have different needs, but there is a commonality between the two; they are rooted in soil 
that meets their needs.

Much like trees, we as humans have many differences. We come to where we are 
with different backgrounds and experiences and different ways of thinking.

But, no matter our similarities and differences, we all have to be rooted in some-
thing. And as Christians we are rooted in Christ. Being rooted in Christ means that we 
have the best possible foundation. Our spiritual roots have all the ingredients needed to 
flourish. God loves us and wants us to succeed.

If we forget that, the philosophies and empty deceits that Paul warns us about will 
only lead us into a downward spiral of doubt and hopelessness. 

It can be hard to remember  that we are rooted in Christ. We live in a world where 
philosophies and empty deceits are found on every street corner, every TV channel, and 
every website we come across in our daily lives.  Sometimes even those deceits come 
across our path dressed up as “Christian.” 

With so many things being thrown at us on a daily basis, it is a wonder that there 
are any Christians at all.

How can anybody remember and take strength in the fact that they are rooted in 
Christ when the world is screaming “follow me!”

Our next basic foundation piece certainly helps me stay rooted in Christ. It is 
prayer. Prayer is one of the most basic components of our spiritual lives. It is how we go to 
God with what is on our hearts.

Our gospel reading today gives us the prayer that we at St. Paul’s pray together 
every Sunday. It is a prayer that I pray every day, “The Lord’s Prayer.”

Praying “The Lord’s Prayer” brings us closer to God. It is a part of our heritage. It 
has been passed down from generation to generation since Jesus taught it to his Disciples.

For most of us, it has probably lost some of its shine. We have either grown up 
praying it — It has been my bedtime prayer since I was a little girl — or we have prayed it 
so much by this point in our lives that we don’t really think too much about it.

When I was in elementary school, I went to something called Faith Camp, a pro-
gram very similar to VBS, with a friend. We always prayed a variety of silly song prayers 
before lunch or snack. But one day, as my group was getting ready for snack, our leader 
said it was time for prayer and that day the prayer was going to be different. We were 
going to say the Lord’s Prayer, but as a group.

We stood in a circle and someone started it by saying “Our,” and the next person 
had to say “Father” and so on. We all thought this was a little silly and that it was going to 
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be pretty easy but it quickly proved to us that we never really focused on the individual 
parts of the prayer, only the whole. 

I bring this story up because if we were to do that exercise today, we probably 
would realize the same thing. It has become something that we often say by rote, because 
it’s a part of the worship service. Or it is something we feel we NEED to do to become 
closer to God?

But how can it help us feel close to God if we are simply going by rote? 
It seems to have lost its shine.
But you know what?
It is still shiny; we have just lost sight of it through our common use. 
Think about it. When we pray “The Lord’s Prayer,” we are praying the very same 

prayer that Jesus prayed over 2,000 years ago!
This is the prayer that Jesus gave his Disciples when they asked him HOW to pray. 

It is kind of amazing.
Don’t let time dull the wonder of “The Lord’s prayer for you.  Do something every 

now and then to take it out of its normal context so you can see it with fresh eyes.
Another awesome thing about “The Lord’s Prayer” is that it not only works well on 

its own, it also is a wonderful tool in creating your own prayers!
If you take the Lord’s prayer section by section and generalize it, you get four differ-

ent areas of prayer.
 “Father, hallowed be your name.”
Part of prayer is praising God. Praise can take a lot of different shapes in prayer; 

there are endless ways to praise God, which means that there are endless ways we can 
praise God through prayer.

“Give us this day our daily bread.”
Another part of prayer is supplication where we humbly seek God’s help in our 

lives. God wants us to come to him with all our needs — from the most basic needs, such 
as food for our families and a roof over our heads, to our wildest dreams that we might 
not even utter aloud. 

“And forgive us our sins,”
An important part of prayer is repentance. We know we are fallible creatures. We 

know we mess up, so we go to God in prayer to humbly ask for forgiveness.
“and do not bring us to the time of trial.”
We often pray this line as “lead us not into temptation.” This is prayer for the future, 

praying to God for strength to handle whatever comes our way. 
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The great thing about prayer is that there is no wrong way to pray. We don’t always 
hit every section found in “The Lord’s Prayer” every time we pray. And there are so many 
different mediums through which we can pray. There is the standard saying your prayers. 
But you can also pray through journaling, or through artwork, or through meditation, to 
name a few. 

The more you pray, no matter what form of prayer you choose, the more you are 
reminded of God’s love and presence in your life. If nothing else, it reminds you that you 
are God’s.

Find whatever medium works best for you and keep at it. And this leads me to an-
other basic foundation piece: faith.

There are many other basics of our faith life, but this is the last I am touching on 
today. Jesus tells us to have faith to keep going and pushing when you need something. 

Jesus tells the disciples about the man who received the bread he needed to show us 
that if you are tenacious and don’t give up, God will give you an answer. 

So, if you persevere in your prayer life and your real life, you will find that doors 
are opened and paths are found. But be warned: they may just not be the answers or doors 
you were hoping for. It might be exactly the outcome you were hoping for. But it also may 
be a “yes, but not right now,” or a, “not this time,” or maybe even the dreaded answer of 
“never.”

It is easy when the answer is exactly what we wanted. But often in life we do not get 
the answer we hoped for. That is why faith is such an important factor in your persever-
ance. Faith combined with knowing you are rooted in Christ, that you are God’s child, and 
consistent communication with God give us the hope and courage to keep on persevering 
when things look a little hopeless.

I am currently in the midst of some serious perseverance through faith. I struggled 
whether to even include my story because it is so recent and real. But it kept putting itself 
in here so I’ll share it with y’all. 

As y’all know, I am here at St. Paul’s this year because I am on my way to becom-
ing an elder in the United Methodist Church and this is my final academic step before I 
graduate from seminary.

In the ordination world this means that I could theoretically get commissioned at 
next annual conference. That has been my plan for the last five years since I felt my call to 
ministry.

Now what most people don’t know is that getting ordained in the United Methodist 
Church is a very long and complicated process. Part of that process is writing essays about 
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our beliefs on God and the church. The committees read your essays, then interview you 
and decide whether to send you on to the next step or not.

A couple of weeks ago, I had one such interview. It was a very important interview, 
and it did not go as I had hoped. 

Don’t worry, the Methodist church doesn’t think I am a heretic and does believe 
that I am called to serve in the church as an elder, but it wants to give me an extra year to 
work on my essays before I can go forward in the commissioning process. 

This means that instead of getting commissioned with my friends at Annual Con-
ference in May as I had hoped, I will become a Local Licensed Pastor next summer and 
serve a congregation in that capacity for at least a year.

A year in a person’s life doesn’t seem like a lot of time. But as someone who has put 
a lot of time, money, effort, and heart into this process, I just wanted to curl up in a ball 
and cry when they told me. And I did for a day.

I had to be here at church the day after the interview, and going into it I wanted to 
be anywhere else. I was feeling hopeless and doubting pretty much everything.

But, I persevered and came to church. And being a part of the two services and 
teaching Sunday school reminded me why I am doing this. It reminded me that God 
called me to be here and that this is not the end of the world.

It’s still scary and hard, but I am going to keep on persevering and have faith that 
things will work out.

It’s what we all have to do in the midst of these crazy, terrible times. We have to get 
back to the basics of our spiritual life and take comfort there. When the world and others 
fail us, we can fall back on Christ. We can remember that we are rooted in him. We can 
talk to God through prayer. And we can persevere as we go about our lives, living out our 
faith no matter what lies ahead. 

Because we are children of God. 
And that is where our hope lies. 


