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Texts: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 • Psalm 48 • 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 • Mark 6:1-13

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10  
Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we 

are your bone and flesh. For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you 
who led out Israel and brought it in. The Lord said to you: It is you who shall be 
shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.” 

So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made 
a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king 
over Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
forty years. At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and at 
Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years. 

David occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built 
the city all around from the Millo inwards. And David became greater and greater, 
for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him.

Psalm 48
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of our God. His holy 

mountain,
beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in the far 

north, the city of the great King.
Within its citadels God has shown himself a sure defense.
Then the kings assembled, they came on together.
As soon as they saw it, they were astounded; they were in panic, they took 

to flight;
trembling took hold of them there, pains as of a woman in labor,
as when an east wind shatters the ships of Tarshish.
As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the 

city of our God, which God establishes forever. Selah
We ponder your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your temple.
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Your name, O God, like your praise, reaches to the ends of the earth. Your 
right hand is filled with victory.

Let Mount Zion be glad, let the towns of Judah rejoice because of your judg-
ments.

Walk about Zion, go all around it, count its towers,
consider well its ramparts; go through its citadels, that you may tell the next 

generation
that this is God, our God forever and ever. He will be our guide forever.

2 Corinthians 12:2-10  
I know a person in Christ who 14 years ago was caught up to the third 

heaven —whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I 
know that such a person —whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; 
God knows — was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be 
told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, 
but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to 
boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so 
that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 
even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep 
me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 
to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to the 
Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” 

So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hard-
ships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, 
then I am strong.
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Mark 6:1-13
He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed 

him. On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard 
him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this 
wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his 
hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses 
and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” 

And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not 
without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their 
own house.” 

And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a 
few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and 
began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean 
spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, 
no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 

He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave 
the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you 
leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 

So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many 
demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
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I am sure that the lectionary editors long ago placed these scriptures together 
today on this Independence day weekend for a reason. 

Our readings today showcase power.
Little David, runt shepherd boy is found in the fields and rises to become 

king. And his greatness is attributed to the fact that God has looked not on his out-
ward appearance but on his heart and the Lord was with him we hear in today’s 
scripture.

For the apostle Paul the beginnings are different. When God finds him, Paul 
is larger than life and wielding power in destructive ways. He is an infamous perse-
cutor of Christians. But after his conversion he becomes one of them.

Paul saw his new leadership power in terms of his Christ’s power made 
known in his weakness — leading now from humility rather than hubris, as illus-
trated through the mysterious “thorn in the flesh.” 

And of course we see this power most at work in Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion. Something that renders Jesus weak and dead is the very act that gives life to 
those who follow him. 

In the Gospel reading, power is at work in the humility and courage of the 
disciples who are sent by Jesus together into an unknown itinerant life of ministry.   

On this Independence weekend, we are reminded that it is imperial displays 
of power that were exactly what caused an American Revolution. The early Ameri-
can colonists rejected non-representative government, taxation without that repre-
sentation and wanted religious freedoms among other rights. And it was the impe-
rial power of the British empire that the American colonists rejected.

I don’t know if there is any more central question for our nation today than 
how it uses its power? 

Do we use it for right or to show our might? 
Do we use it to serve the common good or the elite few?
Do we use power to make better, stronger communities or to serve other 

interests?
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The truth of course is, sometimes we have used power for good and some-
times not.

So on this Independence Day weekend, we give thanks for power used for 
good and repent for power not used well.

When I was an undergraduate student, I served as an intern in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Even though that has been almost 20 years ago, I remember the very local 
concerns that our Congressman dealt with on a regular basis. I talked with count-
less seniors who had something go wrong with their social security and asked for 
their representative to do something about it or the application of a young person 
to a military academy and many many others. The congressman I worked for stayed 
late and read every constituent letter during his freshman year of Congress.

His doing that reminded me that with power comes responsibility to the in-
dividual person being represented. AND, that individuals have a power also that 
asks for a response!

If power from every end can come together for good, then by the grace of 
God, there is a hopeful future.

In the scriptures I note that Hebron was the place where David brought the 
long-separated tribes of Jacob, and the long-divided nations of Judah and Israel 
back together. 

Hebron is today the largest city in the West Bank. In the etymology of its 
name, it means alliance — where things come back together. 

Might the church of Jesus be a kind of Hebron today, where people are 
brought together? 

I am sure that the elders of Judah and Israel and the various tribes of Jacob 
did not agree on every point. Can we learn to agree or disagree on some things and 
all agree to love God and one another?

David’s story with the people makes clear that covenants are what bind peo-
ple together — agreements on essentials. The core of that covenant is obedience and 
love for God and neighbor.
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We all have thorns in the flesh, characteristics that should keep us humble. 
The work of following Jesus begins in each human heart. It begins with our 

humility, our own courage our own obedience to follow Jesus in relationships — at 
work, at home, in how we spend our time and money. 

The life of discipleship would be easy. It involves discipline, obedience, and 
sacrifice and, doing life together rather than apart.

We ourselves come to the Lord’s Table today in repentance, for we ourselves 
are the nation. It isn’t the unenlightened other that is a challenge. It is we ourselves 
who must examine our lives closely: repent, experience life change, and then hum-
bly call others to the same in the spirit of Jesus.

Two authors offer wisdom for me that focus on power made perfect in weak-
ness for our nation and for each of us personally. 

The first is from Maya Angelou: “History, despite its wrenching pain, cannot 
be unlived but, if faced with courage, need not be lived again.”  

The other comes from Ernest Hemingway: “Life breaks all of us, but some of 
us are strong in the broken places.” 

Power is made perfect in weakness. May we follow the Savior who knows this 
truth well.


