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Texts: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 • Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 • Galatians 5:1, 13-25 • Luke 5:51-62

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 

Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for 
the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” 

But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” 

So they went down to Bethel. Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the 
Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” 

But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 
So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also 

went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the wa-
ter was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on 
dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.” 

Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 
He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am be-

ing taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 
As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire 

separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha 
kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horse-
men!” 

But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore 
them in two pieces.

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back 
and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen 
from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” 
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When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to 
the other, and Elisha went over.

Psalm 77
I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, that he may hear me.
In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; in the night my hand is stretched 

out without wearying; my soul refuses to be comforted.
I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; I will remember your wonders of 

old.
I will meditate on all your work, and muse on your mighty deeds.
Your way, O God, is holy. What god is so great as our God?
You are the God who works wonders; you have displayed your might among 

the peoples.
With your strong arm you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob 

and Joseph. Selah
When the waters saw you, O God, when the waters saw you, they were 

afraid; the very deep trembled.
The clouds poured out water; the skies thundered; your arrows flashed on 

every side.
The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; your lightnings lit up the 

world; the earth trembled and shook.
Your way was through the sea, your path, through the mighty waters; yet 

your footprints were unseen.
You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

Galatians 5:1, 13-25
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery.
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your 

freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves 
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to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another. Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires 
of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit 
desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent 
you from doing what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject 
to the law. 

Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentious-
ness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, fac-
tions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I 
warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such 
things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its pas-
sions and desires. 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

Luke 9:51-62
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a 
village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, be-
cause his face was set toward Jerusalem. 

When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us 
to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 

But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 
And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; 

but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 
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To another he said, “Follow me.” 
But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go 

and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at 

my home.” 
Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit 

for the kingdom of God.”

“The Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”
Ever since Adam and Eve were kicked out of the Garden of Eden, God’s peo-

ple have been on the move. Father Abraham and Mother Sarah are called by God to 
go to the new land that God will show them. 

The Israelites are delivered from bondage by traveling away from Egypt and 
toward a promised land. 

Even during those periods when the Hebrew people are entrenched in the 
land of Israel and Judah, prophets and others are on the move to various lands to 
speak for God.

Even Godself is depicted as migratory in the Scriptures. Since the beginning 
of the sacred history God has been on the move. 

God is recognized throughout these sacred stories as a stranger at the tent 
with Abraham and Sarah, and it is made clear in the Old Testament Hebrew Scrip-
tures that we can find God in the foreigner, sojourner, migrant among us.

Jesus our Lord is indeed birthed into the world and soon after becomes a 
refugee. The Holy family are on the move, forced to flee King Herod’s violent perse-
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cution at which point the Gospel of Matthew says they fled across borders to Egypt 
for a period of three years before returning to the Galilean region.

In his ministry, Jesus moves from this town to that town preaching, teaching, 
healing, and feeding — he is an itinerant. Some have gone so far as to say that Jesus 
was a homeless man. A street preacher — after all, today’s readings say —“the Son 
of Man had nowhere to lay his head.”

Today is World Refugee Sunday in churches around the world. If you have 
been around St. Paul’s the past couple years, you will know that we see refugee con-
cerns as deeply rooted in the Biblical story. 

It is easy for us to understand World Refugee Day because in our very spiri-
tual DNA is a migratory Lord.

Caring about those who are so much like our Lord is but one way to be faith-
ful to God. 

Both our Old Testament reading and the Gospel address what it is to follow 
this God. The language and examples of Elijah and Jesus are immediate, urgent, a 
little unsettling if not downright offensive in Jesus’ case.

Who wouldn’t bury their parents when called upon?
Sam Wells reminds us that “Jesus was frequently misunderstood, and some of 

his words are playful and provocative rather than precise and prescriptive.” 
Hear me say though that the example might be exaggerated but the call Jesus 

has issued is not. 
The Gospel story of Jesus issues a strong and clear expectation for those who 

would sign up to follow Jesus.
You will go into hostile territory — read Samaritans. But, we are not to be de-

fensive but keep migrating, keep moving to the next village, the next person.
It is clear that we never want to be like those communities that reject the mi-

grant Jesus and his band of followers! Fire won’t be reigned down as the disciples 
were want to do with Samaria, but perhaps worse is that Jesus might just move on 
from us. 
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We want to be those followers who migrate with Jesus wherever he goes. 
If the Buddhists are known for their detachment from the world in order to 

be holy, Jesus followers like us are known for our “A-ttachment” with Jesus in the 
world, wherever that takes us.

It is always fun to place yourself in the Biblical story.
Are you the hesitant disciple?
Are we the ones ready to reign fire on the other?
Are we the family members watching our relatives follow this radical Jesus?
It is always challenging to do this collectively, too.
Where do you see our beloved USA in this story together as a people?
What about the EU or the new Great Britain?
Where is the Christian church, or, the United Methodist Church?
Judgmental, hesitant, unwilling to move in faith or to follow Christ among 

those who the Bible speaks so much about, particularly the refugee on this World 
Refugee Sunday?

There are some who might think this story has nothing to do with any of 
that.

But I have to proclaim today: why wouldn’t it? 
Why wouldn’t the Gospel be alive and particular for us and for the world?
If this call to radical discipleship isn’t for us, I could go read a good book of 

poetry, walk over to the museum or catch a ballgame and garner all the inspiration 
and enlightenment I personally need.

The Gospel is not the full Gospel if it only addresses the individual. It must 
address the world.

This Gospel, this faith, is on the move, it is migrating across our globe. Christ 
is showing up in all kinds of people and places, and the call here is to join Jesus 
among them and to do it today.

“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God” (Lk 9:62).
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It reminds me of the children’s song our youngest choirs sang just a few 
weeks ago. 

“I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning back.”
John Ortberg has said that “For many of us the great danger is not that we 

will renounce our faith. It is that we will become so distracted and rushed and pre-
occupied that we will settle for a mediocre version of it.”

Or Martin Luther: “Discipleship is not limited to what you can comprehend; 
it must transcend all comprehension. Plunge into the deep waters beyond your own 
comprehension… Bewilderment is the true comprehension. Not to know where 
you are going is the true knowledge. Thus Abraham went forth from his father and 
not knowing where he was going. He trusted himself to (the knowledge of God and 
cared not for his own, and thus he took the right road and came to his journey’s 
end. Behold, that is the way of the cross.”

John Dominic Crossan is a leading scholar of the so-called Historical Jesus 
Movement. In the beginning of one of his books, he recounts a dream he had in 
which Jesus came to him and said “I’ve read your book and it’s quite good, now are 
you ready to join me and my vision?”

Crossan pauses and replies, “I don’t think I have the courage Jesus but I did 
describe it well, didn’t I?” 

Jesus thanks him for his contribution to Biblical scholarship and in a whisper 
dares him “that’s not enough, come and follow”

After writing hundreds of pages about Jesus, Crossan stands bewildered 
knowing all too well that it will cost him everything he has and believes in, maybe 
even his very life.”

Many of you know in your own life what it costs to be faithful.
William Wilberforce is rightly known as the leading member of British Par-

liament who led the way in abolishing the slave trade. 
Wilberforce was a Christian. His life was largely shaped by his Methodist 

aunt and uncle. Indeed, his parents, polite Anglicans, had to send him to live with 
his aunt and uncle for a short time during his adolescent years but sent for him to 



return home when they learned of his aunt and uncle’s “radical Methodism” and the 
influence they were having on his faith formation. 

His Methodism stuck. His focus on personal faith powering his social con-
cern was a hallmark of his legendary and monumental life.

At one point in his young life as a parliamentarian, he retreated away in 
prayer and conversation with others and decided that God’s call for him was two-
fold, “the elimination of the moral scourge of slavery, and the restoration of public 
manners in British society.”

He began the crusade against the slave trade as a young legislator and just 
before his death was able to see it accomplished. It was discipleship on the long arc. 
A lesson in patient and faithful determination, it took 30-plus years of painstaking 
and methodical work to see that abhorrent practice be abolished from the Atlantic 
seas and the British Isles.

It must be said that global human trafficking for labor and sexual exploitation 
involves more human lives today than it did during the trans-Atlantic slave trade of 
the past.

Radical discipleship today must deal with this reality too.
That lesser known second emphasis of Wilberforce’s was his campaign to re-

turn to “public manners,” as he called them, or what we might call public civility.
He’s not talking about how you cut your meat or fold your napkin. “Public 

manners” was his way of talking about a civility in our speech and our fair treat-
ment of others.

Wilberforce noted the decline of this and committed to find legislative ways 
to address it. 

This might sound impossible to do legislatively, and maybe it is. But one radi-
cal form of discipleship in our own age might be for all of us to pay attention to how 
we speak and live and act toward one another in the community. 

A campaign for public manners might be more important than who we elect 
this year.
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For your faith and mine to be on the move — active, dynamic, responsive, 
courageous — it will require different things from us. It will cost us. 

We also know that things that matter cost much because their value is great. 
For examples, I suggest you talk with our youth or our choirs, whose faith is 

on the move this summer in mission and service near and far away.
With great cost comes eternal value.
Thanks be to God. 
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