
GATHERING

As we gather, you are invited to write the name of someone you would like to 
hold in prayer on the paper provided and light a candle.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

GREETING 

� e grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Bless the Lord, who hears our prayers.
God’s mercy endures forever.

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty God, look with compassion upon all who have been injured or 
killed in Orlando, and upon those who love them, and upon our nation. 
Be with us as we struggle to understand the senseless violence of our world 
and the mysteries of life and death; in our pain bring your comfort, in 
our sorrow, bring us your hope and promise of new life, in the name of 
the risen Christ. Amen.

PSALM 13 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord Jesus, you are the Prince of Peace and the Great Healer, and it is to 
you that we pray.

We pray, O Lord, for those who were so tragically killed in Orlando. For 
those in lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender communities, and for 
all who love, and all who grieve. We pray that they might ! nd strength 
in you, and not be overwhelmed by their loss.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

 Matthew 10:27-31

What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs 
of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value 
than many sparrows.

� e Word of the Lord.
! anks be to God.

CLOSING PRAYER 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through your 
Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the 
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that 
separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle 
and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all people may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of 

those who walk the way with us. So be swi"  to love, make haste to be 

kind, and the blessing of Almighty God be upon us all, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. Amen.

All are invited to continue in prayer on the labyrinth or in the sanctuary.
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We pray, for those who were injured. � ose who are in great pain, and 
their families, friends, and companions. � ose whose lives will forever 
be changed.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray, for those who witnessed this violence, for innocent bystanders, 
for the ! rst responders, police, nurses, doctors, and all who are shaken 
to the core.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are caring for the injured at this hour, that through 
them you would o" er healing and life.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our Muslim neighbors who also know too much fear and 
misunderstanding.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the clergy and lay ministers who will tend to the needs of 
people in fear and grief.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all the people of Orlando, and all across the world who live 
under the threat of terror.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In the spirit of you, O Christ, who commanded us to love and pray for our 
enemies; we pray for those who seek to do others harm. We pray that 
their hearts be turned, and their minds and souls ! nd healing.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are called to lead. We pray that they might have wisdom 
and strength and be moved to action to pursue the common good for all. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

And, we pray for the day when evil takes its last gasp. When the light 
! nally, and completely dispels out the darkness in this world, and the 
darkness which infects the hearts of people who do unspeakable wrong. 

� is is our prayer in the name of the cruci! ed and now risen Christ who 
taught us to pray, saying together…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. ! y kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For ! ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

PEACE

� e peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

SCRIPTURE 1 John 4:16-21

So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness 
on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. � ere 
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We 
love because he ! rst loved us. � ose who say, “I love God,” and hate their 
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister 
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. � e 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love 
their brothers and sisters also.

 Romans 12:2, 13:8, 10

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. Owe no one anything, except to love one 
another; for the one who loves another has ful! lled the law. Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the ful! lling of the law. 


