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Texts: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 • Psalm 20 • 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13), 14-17 • 
Mark 4:26-34

1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13  
Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not 

see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he 
had made Saul king over Israel.

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.” 

Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” 
And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite 

Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 
name to you.” 

Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 

He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me 
to the sacrifice.” 

And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the 

Lord.” 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 

because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 

Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord 
chosen this one.” 

Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not 

chosen any of these.” 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” 
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 
He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The 

Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spir-

it of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
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Psalm 20  
The Lord answer you in the day of trouble! The name of the God of Jacob protect you!
May he send you help from the sanctuary, and give you support from Zion.
May he remember all your offerings, and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices. Selah
May he grant you your heart’s desire, and fulfill all your plans.
May we shout for joy over your victory, and in the name of our God set up our banners. May the 

Lord fulfill all your petitions.
Now I know that the Lord will help his anointed; he will answer him from his holy heaven with 

mighty victories by his right hand.
Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses, but our pride is in the name of the Lord our God.
They will collapse and fall, but we shall rise and stand upright.
Give victory to the king, O Lord; answer us when we call.

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 

are away from the Lord — for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would 
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make 
it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the 
fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we 
are also well known to your consciences.

We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, 
so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we 
are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges us 
on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that 
those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

Mark 4:26-34
He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would 

sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth pro-
duces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at 
once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 
it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 
yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so 
that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
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With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

One of the themes of our lectionary readings today is that of the small show-
ing itself to be faithful to God. God seeing the heart, the inside of a person, rather 
than the outward; and from small things God accomplishes a kingdom mission.

Thinking small is not the message of contemporary society. At every turn we 
are encouraged to think large, think big. In business, in purchases, in church, life, 
we are lobbied to think in grandiose terms. 

How many ad campaigns and mission statements have you heard that en-
courage us to “think big” in some way or another? 

Even here at St. Paul’s, the vision is large – “to be a cathedral for Houston that 
embodies the city’s diversity, inspires faith, and leads change for the common good 
of all peoples and communities.” 

That is a grand vision indeed!
The temptation with any big idea or grand vision is to think that it is all up 

to us. It is ours to muster the work ethic, the passions, the energies and resources to 
make IT happen, whatever IT is.

Beginnings in our scriptures today are rather small by contrast, and we are 
not the central characters in this drama. It is a good reminder that faith-filled vi-
sions begin small with one – one person, one seed.

David is just a little boy. His older brothers, and there are many, are much 
more ready, it would seem, for the job of king. They have age, seasoning, the con-
fidence of their family. They look the part. They would look good in armor, their 
voices deep, and educations further along perhaps.

David is just a little boy, not even in the lineup gathered. He is unconsidered, 
out in the fields, until, that is, he is summoned by God through Samuel.

God looks on the inside, on the heart we learn, and this is why David is se-
lected…although we quickly learn that he would fit the bill on the outward appeal 
also – unusual red hair and all the rest!



Think Little • June 14, 2015 • Rev. Thomas A. (Tommy) Williams • Page 4

Both parables Jesus tells emphasize a similar truth – small beginnings. 
Just a mustard seed, just a shrub — nothing to see here, nothing worth notic-

ing from the outside looking in. 
During Hurricane Ike, I was serving in a hard hit area. One of the old trees 

in our parsonage yard, our home, was struck, we think, by lightning.  The tree was 
already dying, damaged somewhat by Hurricane Rita three years before. This time 
it needed to come down. Since we had it cut down and the stump ground, there had 
been a pile of sawdust sitting there. I got ready to do something about this bare spot 
in the yard. The grass had been growing well lately but there sat this huge bald spot 
right on the main street side. 

So I started to work. I shoveled away a lot and filled some spots in the back 
yard that needed it. I tried to level it as best I could. Then I tilled the dirt a little bit 
to loosen it. I bought some of that quick grow rye grass that will come up quickly. 
I did that because I wanted to get that spot covered quickly and then let the much 
stronger San Augustine grass take over in time. I got that grass and spread that seed 
using a little grinder. I spread a whole bunch of seed on that spot, half the bag. Then 
I watered it every night.  

I was tired of that bald spot.  I tried to be strategic. I watered just that spot 
and a little bit around it every night since then. Within a week, I saw shoots of grass 
come up.

The way I carefully approached this big dirt spot in the yard is surprisingly 
not the way that the sower in our parable approached sowing seed.  

The parable does not say that the sower takes time to find the right soil. He 
could have found his strategic spot, right dirt, right conditions, just enough sunlight 
but not too much. He could have tested it, tilled it, put some fertilizer there. The 
sower could have been very precise in his sowing, but he wasn’t.  

The sower does everything we would tell a sower not to do. But this sower 
is Jesus! When our instincts are to be careful, Jesus scatters seed all over the 
place,;when our instinct is to be stewardly and cautious, Jesus is abundant.
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I heard of a pastor who decided that he would devote his summer to being 
an “outreach summer.” Great idea! He was going to spend as little time as possible 
indoors at the church and as much time as possible outside meeting people. So he 
started planning. 

He wondered if he should ask for suggestions from his congregation about 
who he needed to meet and where he needed to go? 

Should he do some strategic thinking about the most effective way to spend 
his time, so that he’s not just wandering from one restaurant to another sipping 
coffee? 

He thought yes but he worried that he would begin thinking about how to 
approach this task in the same way basically that I thought about how to sow grass 
seed, that I will begin to be careful about how I prepare the soil and scatter the seed 
and water it. 

In other words, He would begin to look for the neighborhoods where his ef-
forts would be most effective, and he would begin targeting the kind of people who 
would be good prospects, and he would begin searching out the techniques that will 
be most fruitful and will do the kind of follow up that will ensure the greatest yield. 
It’s just the way I went about the work of sowing grass seed, but it’s almost exactly 
the opposite of the way Jesus went about his ministry.

Is there a place for planning, sure. Is there a time for focus, absolutely…but 
when it comes to these parable’s understanding of the kingdom of God, the work 
seems less about our strategy and more like a gift and grace of God than anything else.

There seems to be less human influence in this parable. How do we know 
what is of our own making and what is up to God? Or does it matter?

We humans are on the sidelines of these parables not at their center.
We find that seeds do not remain seeds, and the mustard seed, when sown 

in fertile soil, eventually grows into a shrub that can grow up to 15 feet high, big 
enough to offer shelter to birds. 

God’s reign begins in insignificance, like a little mustard seed, and then it 
develops, and grows, and matures, and it becomes … a shrub. Not a mighty oak, or 
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cedar but an humble and still insignificant shrub. A perfect metaphor for the way 
God works in the world.

The poet and Christian Wendell Berry is a farmer. He has the bottom up 
sense of the kingdom of God. In this little excerpt he wrote about private life and 
public life. These are his words - 

“We are going to have to rebuild the substance and the integ-
rity of private life... We are going to have to gather up the fragments of 
knowledge and responsibility (that we have farmed out to others)… 
and we are going to have to put those fragments back together again 
in our own minds and in our families and households and neigh-
borhoods. We need better government, no doubt about it. But we 
also need better minds, better friendships, better marriages, better 
communities.

“The citizen who is willing to Think Little, and, accepting the 
discipline of that, to go ahead on his own, is already solving (prob-
lems). (One) who is trying to live as a neighbor to his neighbors will 
have a lively and practical understanding of the work of peace and 
harmony, and let there be no mistake about it — he is doing that work. 
A couple who make a good marriage, and raise healthy, morally com-
petent children, are serving the world’s future more directly and surely 
than any political leader, though they never utter a public word…
There is no public crisis that is not also private.” 
If we are looking for grand solutions on a cultural scale from God, from the 

church, from the kingdom from anywhere else — he rightly points us to the mirror, 
to the smallest seed we know perhaps — our own lives. We are but small seeds, sig-
nificant in what we can become by the gift of God, our parable tells us.

The mustard seed, like David, was a small thing, but that shrub can grow to 
15 feet and be very invasive  — and David, we know, became a strong king.

St. Paul’s is a large congregation. More than 3000 members are on our rolls, 
and roughly 1000 attend worship in a given week over the course of all our services.



Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Phyllis Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.
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But we live in a metropolitan area of four million people plus and a world of 
7+ billion. 

We don’t have as much influence as we might think or like to believe. There-
fore, we are probably just in the right place, for God’s sowing. 

In 1813 in Philadelphia, the first private mental health hospital in the United 
States was founded. Founded by a group of Quakers, the Philadelphia Yearly Meet-
ing of Friends, who built the institution on a 52-acre farm is still around today, and 
goes by the name Friends Hospital.

At the time that Friends Hospital was founded, mental illness was widely 
misunderstood and treated as criminal behavior. Mentally ill people were severely 
mistreated. The Quakers wanted to model a new type of care. A story from the hos-
pital’s middle decades speaks to their mission.

The group purchased the 52-acre farm for less than $7,000 and tried to cre-
ate a beautiful place with gardens and lots of outdoor space. These days, the hospital 
occupies 100 acres, which include flower gardens and about 200 varieties of trees. 
Much of this was the work of one man who started out at the hospital as a book-
keeper in 1875 and ended up working there and managing the grounds until his 
death in 1947. One day, he found an azalea that a family member had brought for 
a patient and tossed out. He tended it in the greenhouse until it was healthy again, 
took cuttings, and planted those, and from that one plant more than 20 acres of the 
Friends Hospital are now planted in azaleas. 

Many seeds don’t remain seeds. So don’t discount them, don’t discount oth-
ers, don’t discount yourself, for God very well will be at work in the smallest and 
most unassuming people. Think little and trust big because the kingdom of God 
will come.


