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The Trinity by Andrei Rublëv, c. 1365 – 1427 or 1430
Tempera on board, c. 1411 or 1425-27
Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow
 
This icon contains significant symbolism. Interpreted as an icon of the Holy Trinity, it also depicts 
the three angels who visited Abraham at the Oak of Mamre (see next week’s lectionary), In the 
background is a house (Abraham’s), a tree (the Oak of Mamre), and a mountain (Mount Mori-
ah). The bodies form a circle, symbolizing the unity and completeness of the Trinity. From left to 
right, the angels symbolize God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. The blue on Jesus’ 
robe symbolizes divinity; the brown, earth (his humanity); and the gold points to the Kingship of 
God. The slight inclinations of the Holy Spirit and the Son’s heads demonstrate their submission 
to the Father, yet their placement on the thrones at the same level symbolizes equality.
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Andrei Rublëv is considered to be one of the greatest medieval Russian painters of Orthodox 
icons, and The Trinity is acknowledged by many as the most famous of all Russian icons.  The 
characters of his paintings are always peaceful and calm. At one time his art was perceived as 
the ideal of Eastern Church painting and of Orthodox iconography. He is honored by the Episco-
pal Church of the United States with a feast day on January 29. 

— Curated by Norman Mahan

Genesis 1:1-2, 4a
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 
the waters. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the dark-
ness.

Psalm 8
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your 

glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your 

foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you 

have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?
Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and 

honor.
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things 

under their feet,
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with 

one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another 
with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
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Matthew 28:16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said 
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”


