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Texts:  
1 Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14-15) • Psalm 138 • 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 •Mark 3:20-35

1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15)
Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said 

to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to 
govern us, like other nations.” 

But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” 
Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the 

people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me 
from being king over them. Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out of 
Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. Now then, 
listen to their voice; only — you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king 
who shall reign over them.” 

So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a 
king. He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons 
and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; and 
he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to 
plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment 
of his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take 
the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. He will 
take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers. He 
will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, and put them to 
his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And in that day you 
will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not 
answer you in that day.” 

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are deter-
mined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other nations, and that our king may 
govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.”

 Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the kingship.” 
So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. 

There they sacrificed offerings of well-being before the Lord, and there Saul and all the Israelites 
rejoiced greatly.
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Psalm 138 
I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise;
I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast 

love and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your name and your word above everything.
On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of your 

mouth.
They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.
For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives from far 

away.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 

you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. Do 

not forsake the work of your hands.

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture — “I 

believed, and so I spoke” — we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one 
who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his pres-
ence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, 
may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer 
nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary 
affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not 
at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what 
cannot be seen is eternal.

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Mark 3:20-35
(Then he went home;) and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even 

eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has 
gone out of his mind.” 

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the 
ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 
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And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out 
Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided 
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and 
is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house 
and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be 
plundered.

“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they ut-
ter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of 
an eternal sin” — for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and 
called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your broth-
ers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 

And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 
And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my broth-

ers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

I could have never gotten away with talking to my mother the way Jesus talks 
with his in our story. Even Bible translators over the centuries have been a little 
sheepish at it translating it not quite the way it comes out.

The King James Version of the Bible is a favorite poetic version of the Bible 
but masks over this portion by saying “some people called out and said…”

Others do the same.
Mark’s Gospel was the first one written, from which Matthew and Luke were 

derived and added to. 
This story is present in Luke and Matthew, retained from Mark but even they 

cannot stomach this scene and thus soften it a bit.
Did you notice that nearly everyone in the story thinks Jesus is crazy?! The 

scribes come and wonder if he’s a demon or Satan essentially. 
His mother and brothers try to “restrain” him, which is the actual verb in the 

Greek. This is the same verb used when the Romans put their hands on Jesus to ar-
rest him later. Strong feelings here.
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One gets the sense that what is attempted here is an intervention of sorts. If 
you’ve ever been involved in one of those for a friend, I have, they can be messy.

It is early on in Mark’s Gospel and his followers and biological family are just 
getting a sense of what Jesus’ ministry is going to be about – they are casting out de-
mons, healing the sick, giving away what they have to follow Jesus.

Jesus sets the bar very high here for discipleship, and it is up to them and us 
about whether we really want to be in this family he describes.

Like anything else, belonging is a double-edged sword. It is what binds peo-
ple together and it can be what separates people.

Belonging can be both productive and destructive.
Think of it – one can belong to a racist group or the Rotary club, a gang or a 

church. We all want to be included, so the question from our Gospel text is actu-
ally not just about belonging or inclusion in general but belonging to what and with 
whom and for what purpose?

The family into which we are invited is particular one, one where loyalties to 
the kingdom of God take first place. 

In this kingdom there is but one king. We have learned through the centuries 
from Samuel’s time, that what we need is not an earthly power to dominate us but a 
divine one that teaches us the way of love and true family.

Religion as a lump category is struggling these days. Religion in general is 
today best known by its most dramatic expressions – Islam is connected with ISIS 
and Al Qaeda; Judaism with the worst sides of Israeli national behavior; Christian-
ity with either the far right or far left. During a period of scandal, Roman Catholi-
cism has shown a glimmer of hopeful expression through the tone and manner of 
Pope Francis but has endured some hard years.

And of course there are many more religions in the Eastern world that clash 
within themselves and with their neighbors – just ask the Hindus, Sikhs, Muslims, 
and Christians in India or the tribal religions in Africa.

Even here at home in the U.S., it is all the fad to be a “spiritual” but not reli-
gious person, spiritual being the chosen popular term. 
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What is significant about the recent PEW research material is not as much 
the “nones,” as in those who do not ascribe to Christian beliefs any longer – we have 
for a while had a  great deal of cultural Christianity — but the more revealing is that 
these persons are now leaving religious communities in search of something else. 
Many now feel no obligation to stay and so are in search of another family, if you 
will, that squares with their values.

The very roots of the word religion make this matter even more dishearten-
ing. For the very word itself is meant to bring joy and connection.

Ligion comes from the same word we have for ligament, which means to bind 
together. And then the re prefix means to do something again, doesn’t it, as in, re-
use, re-do, etc.

So religion at its root is meant to bind together again.
In short, our Christian faith is meant to bind us together, to make us commu-

nity, to make us family.
But we live in an age where self-identity is hugely important. Individualism is 

a god, and rights and freedoms and the individual’s self-expression are most 
cherished. 

Jesus reminds us here that before we are tied to a family, a tribe, or, we would 
add, a race, a gender, or sexual orientation, a nation even, we are sisters and broth-
ers in the family of God. This is our core identity and no other.

Any higher allegiance than this one is nothing short of idolatry.
This means that if Caitlyn Jenner or Rush Limbaugh were to walk into our 

sanctuary today, they should receive the same kind of welcome. They are part of the 
family. 

In the words of Mr. Wesley here, we ought always be concerned for those 
persons who are not yet in the household of faith but are “groaning so to be,” 
whether they know it or not.

What makes them welcome is not their differences, their celebrity, or what-
ever but their sameness with us as children of God.
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N.T. Wright says that “thy kingdom come, becomes the family business” ush-
ering in this reign of love and justice is Christ’s work and the work of this religion 
we call the Christian faith.

Diana Butler Bass has said that when Jesus said “follow me” the church really 
began. Christianity didn’t begin with confession, it began with a sense of belonging: 
a summons into friendship, a call to community, and an invitation into a relation-
ship.” A relationship with all of God’s people.

I think it’s great to be spiritual, but I’m pretty sure that what Jesus is actually 
asking for here is for us to be spiritual with other people – in other words, the best 
kind of religion, the kind that binds people together.

The question for the people of God is not religion or spirituality, what to do 
about the nones or the millennials or our children, grandchildren. The question for 
us is what sort of family will we be in this community?

The sort of family Jesus was creating was built on love. Love. And I am con-
vinced that his aim all along, during all this crazy radical talk is about that one 
thing – love. A particular kind of love, a transformative, saving kind of love.

In 1431 Joan of Arc was burned at the stake in France. In the centuries that 
have passed, she has become a national icon in France. Statues of Joan of Arc stand 
all over the parks and churches in France, and nearly every French town has a street 
named for her. One 19th century historian wrote that Joan of Arc “loved France so 
much that France began to love itself.”

And this, my friends, is the kind of love that binds together a family — when 
someone at the top loves the family so much that the family begins to love itself.

And that kind of love, my friends, would make the world a family and would 
literally save the world — and has.


