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Texts:  
Acts 2:1-21 • Psalm 104:24-34, 35b • Romans 8:22-27 • John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and 
it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, ap-
peared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and as-
tonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 

All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 

But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 
to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In 
the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men 
and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I 
will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and 
fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”
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Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; 

the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, 

living things both small and great.
There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.
These all look to you to give them their food in due season; when you give 

to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good 
things.

When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their 
breath, they die and return to their dust.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of 
the ground.

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his 
works — who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and 
they smoke.

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I 
have being.

May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD.
Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD!

Romans 8:22-27
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until 

now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 

Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also 
are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning....
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“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with 
you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where 
are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts.

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for 
if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 
you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteous-
ness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righ-
teousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about 
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.”

Come, Holy Spirit, Come. It is how we began the worship service this morn‑
ing with the language of many nations. Come, Holy Spirit, Come.

It is a prayer, a petition, a plea for the Spirit of God to come and be here and 
stay a while.

The prayer signals an openness on our part to invite and welcome the Spirit 
of God to come into our lives, into this worship space, and into this community.

But, I’m not sure that this Holy Spirit needs our invitation. The first Pentecost 
story indicates a Spirit that comes boldly.

The people were doing as they were told. Gathered in one place, disciples 
were gathered, likely in the outer temple courtyard, awaiting the Spirit Jesus 
promised.

In addition there were Jews from many nations named who were present for 
the Festival of Weeks and who may have been rather surprised to receive such an 
intrusion as they prayed, “Thank you God for the harvest, for food and rain, most 
precious, the gift of the Law.” It doesn’t get corrected but intruded upon. 
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Nonetheless, this Spirit that was present at creation sweeping over the chaos 
of the world and giving order, comes and sweeps over this diverse gathering.

Diversity can cause its own chaos. Diversity of language can cause chaos, too 
‑ people can’t understand each other. 

Other kinds of diversity can cause chaos of a certain kind, too ‑ diversity of 
political thought, diversity of styles, diversity of culture, diverse theology ‑ it isn’t 
easy living in a diverse world.

Diversity brings complexity. Our tendency is to lean away from complexity. 
Keep it simple, you know. Worship with people like you, associate with people who 
speak your language, spend time with the people who believe like you do, who vote 
the same way, who act the same way.

But this is what makes the Christian church still the most compelling move‑
ment in all the world to me. 

Like no other institution of membership, the church at its best, gathers peo‑
ple together who wouldn’t ordinarily be together and unites them under a common 
spirit – One Lord, one faith, one baptism – the scripture says.

Were it not for the church, we might not know the people around us. I hope 
that is true.

What happened on Pentecost is not a melting pot of nations being blended 
into something indistinguishably the same. 

One of the powers of Pentecost was that Ethiopians remained Ethiopians and 
Medes Medes and Mesopotamians Mesopotamians. It wasn’t that their distinctions 
didn’t matter, it is that the Spirit gave them the ability to understand each other.

The gift of understanding is one of the greatest gifts of Pentecost.
Oh Lord, that is a gift we need today! – in our relationships, in our marriages, 

in our workplaces, in our neighborhoods, in our churches, in our nation, in our 
world. 

We need it for ourselves – we want to be understood!
Have you ever watched the program Inside the Actors Studio with James 

Lipton? 
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It is an interview show with artists, mainly actors and actresses. At the end of 
every program, Lipton asks them a set of interesting questions that he got from an‑
other source.

Same questions every time. The last one is this: “If heaven exists, what would 
you like to hear God say when you arrive at the pearly gates?”

Once he interviewed the late great actor Anthony Quinn. The time came for 
him to ask this question of Quinn. “What would you like to hear God say when you 
arrive at the Pearly Gates?” to which Quinn replied, “I understand.”

We would all like to be understood, wouldn’t we? By others, and certainly by 
God!

Understanding is a great gift when you can get it. It always feels like a gift 
when you can come to a moment and say to someone or someone say to you, “Ah, I 
understand.”

Understanding is a powerful gift. It has the power to bring unity in the midst 
of diversity. In our Pentecost story, its surface meaning obviously intended to mean 
that people of different languages could understand them each in their native 
tongue. But, understanding goes much deeper than that.

Understanding can bring a Republican to say to a Democrat or a Democrat 
say to a Republican, “I don’t agree with you about everything, but we can work to‑
gether on something because I understand where you are coming from.”

Understanding can have a mother or father say to a son or daughter, “I un‑
derstand the challenges you face because I too have been a teenager.”

Understanding can have a cancer patient say to another cancer patient, 
“I understand what you’re going through because we are united by a common 
experience.”

Understanding can have a more conservative Christian say with a more left 
of center Christian or vice versa, “I disagree with you, but we can be a part of this 
church together because I understand that you love God as much as I do.”

Public opinion polls we read today indicate that the American people are 
divided about almost everything. We are a 50/50 nation in many ways. Red states, 
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blue states and purple states the political pundits have divided us. And It seems that 
any moments of togetherness, like just after 9/11 or other rallying times, quickly 
dissipate. Divisions and camps line up and return to form.

But this is not a new phenomenon. We’d be mistaken to think that 21st cen‑
tury people have it worse than others. Since almost the beginning, conflict and divi‑
sion have marked our human story. Many of you, many of us, have lived through 
conflicts internationally, nationally, in the church, and certainly in your own house‑
hold and, yes, even in your own divided heart.

The culture at large is already pretty good at dividing people up, they don’t 
need our help. It needs the church of Jesus Christ and Christian people to model a 
more peaceable way of living together and living in relationship with the rest of the 
world.

Right about now you might be thinking that this talk of peace and unity is 
naivete, that may be we are drinking new wine and it’s in the morning time. 

We are in good company then with the first gathering of people in our Acts 
passage. 

Make no mistake that in this Pentecostal way of unity and understanding, we 
give up a great deal. We give up the right to always be right. We give up the mythol‑
ogy that my way is the only way – my language is first or better, my opinion is more 
enlightened, my phobia is legitimate etc.; we give this up.

In this Pentecostal way, we are given a great deal, too. When the Spirit moves 
and blows where it blows, we get to be a part of a power beyond ourselves that can 
bring unity in the midst of diversity, we get to be a part of a power beyond ourselves 
that brings comfort where comfort is needed.

And, something is born today. Our Romans passage uses the image of the 
laboring mother when speaking of creation, and its true about the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Due dates are educated guesses. Births come when they come, and we watch, 
and wait — and get moving when it’s time. Births aren’t predictable, usually, and 
neither is the Holy Spirit. 
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Perhaps one way to understand the pain of our lives and our times is as the 
aches of something about to be born that is yet to be seen. 

We believe this. This is why we are here. 
It was Sunday school promotion day at First UMC in Groesbeck, Texas. A 

Sunday school teacher had taught her third‑grade class to recite the words of the 
Apostles Creed. As part of the worship service that morning, the children were to 
stand in front of the congregation and each child would say a line of the Apostles 
Creed until it was completed. 

Things went well for a while. The first child said, “I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”  

“I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,” said the second child. 
And so it went perfectly right down the line until it came to the child who 

said, “He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Al‑
mighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.”  

At that point there was silence. Finally a little girl spoke up and said, “Uh, the 
little boy that believes in the Holy Spirit is not here today.”

As sure as I am breathing air I can’t see, I know the Holy Spirit is here. 
What say you?


