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Texts: Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14

Acts 7:55-60
55But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 

God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 

the right hand of God!” 
57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together 

against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and 
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them.” 
When he had said this, he died.

Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16
1In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame; in your 

righteousness deliver me.
2Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily. Be a rock of refuge for me, a 

strong fortress to save me.
3You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead me and 

guide me,
4take me out of the net that is hidden for me, for you are my refuge.
5Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful 

God.
15My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and 

persecutors.
16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.

1 Peter 2:2-10
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 

into salvation — 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
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4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For 
it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and pre-
cious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone 
that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvel-
ous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

John 14:1-14
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Fa-

ther’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that 
I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.

4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 

know the way?” 
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him.” 

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not 

know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 
then believe me because of the works themselves.
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“12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do 
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

All of our scripture lessons today speak about life following Jesus. With 
today being Confirmation Sunday (at 11:05) it is really inspired that these are 
our readings. 

The first letter of Peter reminds us that salvation is not just something 
we “get” or “catch” in a moment but something that we “grow into,” as it says. 
This is reminiscent of Paul’s saying in Philippians to “work out our salvation.” 
The gift of salvation is, as its original Greek root suggests, healing, a coming to 
wholeness in relationship with God, and as with any healing or growth, it takes 
time. We mature into a closer and closer relationship with God over the course 
of a life time.  

Acts is the first place in scripture we hear about Paul. He is the boy Saul 
serving the complicit role as coat carrier at the violent scene of the apostle 
Stephen’s death. Stephen is the first Christian martyr recorded, and his last 
moments mirror the Way of his Lord.

Like Jesus, he asks God, in the words of our Psalm, “to receive his spirit,” 
and he asks God to pardon his killers, just as Jesus does in the Gospel of Luke, 
the companion book to Acts, written by the same author.

The Greek word “martyr” means “witness.” Stephen bore witness to the 
Way and life of Jesus by speaking the truth to power. The martyrdom of Stephen 
keeps us from treating the Gospel as entirely sentimental or soft and reminds us 
that our commitments mean something and that being a witness about the way, 
truth, and life of Jesus has some consequences associated with it.

One of the vows our confirmands will make, and indeed one we make 
when we commit ourselves to follow Jesus in this church, is to be a witness. 
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Jesus tells the disciples and us something important about “where” he 
is going. “To the Father” is not just a place as though God only resides in one 
piece of heavenly geography, but Jesus’ going “to the Father” also means he is 
returning to that relationship where the Father, Jesus, and the Spirit are One.

Understandably, the disciples are uncertain about what this all means 
and how to get where he is going. Jesus assures them that he himself is the 
way, hodos. 

In Greek, as in English, the word “way” can mean path or road or can be 
used to mean way of life or practice. In this sense, our life with Jesus is not a 
destination or an accomplishment but a lifestyle.

“I am the Way” has its roots in the wisdom literature of the Old Testa-
ment, especially the Book of Proverbs. John’s Gospel presents Jesus as a wis-
dom teacher.  Seven of Jesus’ “I am” sayings show him as a wise teacher acces-
sible to his followers:

I am the Bread of life, 6:35; 
I am the Light of the world, 8:12; 
I am the Gate for the Sheep, 10:7; 
I am the Good Shepherd, 10:11; 
I am the Resurrection and the Life, 11:25; 
I am the True Vine, 15:1.
Wisdom in the Book of Proverbs is often described as “the Way” (derek  

in Hebrew, Prov 4:11). The word suggests an action of treading or trampling 
and calls to mind a path worn by constant use. The implication is that wisdom 
involves patterns of behavior, not just isolated acts. The purpose of this “way” 
is the formation of an interior disposition over the course of a life time.

Historians tell us that pagan converts to Christianity did not first have 
a religious “profession of faith” and then decide to become Christians. Rather, 
they were attracted to the church’s way of life and then submitted themselves 
to the sometimes painful discipline of being a Christian. 
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Now this talk about Jesus as the Way and certainly as the one through 
whom any one gets to God usually gets people into lively conversation.

Some Christians give this passage super-Biblical stature, allowing it to 
hold outsized status compared to other passages of scripture that support 
God’s universal love and redemption for all. 

But others so water down the passage that the way of Jesus is reduced 
to a preference. In this vein we become spiritual free agents untethered to any 
Way, which can become quite a convenient way to avoid any faith’s demands.  
For those of us who try to be sensitive and sensible Christian people and not 
be rude or off-putting with our faith, we make Tolerance the god. 

But mere tolerance my friends does not provide the moral resources 
necessary to stop an Auschwitz or a Cherokee Trail of Tears. We need founda-
tion, story, ground on which to stand to make claims about right and wrong.

As Bishop Will Willimon puts it, “When we reduce the Christian story 
with its particular, historical claims to the level of general, universal principles, 
we are left with precious little upon which to build (anything). In our desire as 
religious people to be significant partners in national discourse, we have lost a 
distinctive voice.”

He goes on: “As a Christian, I embrace people of other faiths not because 
of my belief in universal human goodness or my perception of the commonal-
ity of our faiths, but because I am trying to follow a Master who came to me, a 
stranger, and embraced me as a brother, and who bids me do the same to oth-
ers. The truthfulness of my faith must be judged on how well it teaches me to 
live with (others, respect others) and live without…fear or…despair. 

“Being a witness to the way of Jesus doesn’t make us superior to any 
one, it is simply what one does when one’s life has been healed and redeemed 
— any convert to any faith will tell you the reasons for their conversion is a 
story worth telling.”

I actually find the thought of Jesus standing between us and God to be a 
comforting thought. The Jesus I know is full of mercy and justice, so whether 
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someone holds a Christian faith, another one, or no faith, it is One like Jesus 
who I want weighing the scales for me before the God and Creator of all people.

And Jesus’ promise in the midst of this message about his particularity, 
his uniqueness, His way, truth, life –… “do not let your hearts be troubled.” There 
is space, there is room, many dwelling places.

Is it an irony that in this little section Jesus says both I AM THE WAY and 
there are many rooms?

This message is actually inclusive, not restricted. 
John’s use of “household and family” images gives the sense of com-

munity and relationship. In God’s household or family there are many rooms 
or dwellings. We translate the nominal form of the verb meno, to mean abide, 
“dwelling places.” Abiding with Jesus weaves its way throughout John —  
Abide in me, Jesus says elsewhere in John. “Just as the Father abides in me and 
I in him…”

This promise of room, space, abundant space for all in God’s family runs 
up against an attitude of scarcity that is rampant today. Many people have 
more, but we fear more.

Let me tell you what I mean.
According to Juliet Schor’s book, Plenitude, in 1980 the average square 

footage of a home in the United States was 1,740 sq. ft. By 2000, that number 
had increased to 2,521 sq. ft. with 95 percent of those homes having two or 
more baths, 90 percent with air conditioning, and 19 percent with three-car 
garages (p. 45). 

Schor connects this inflation of square footage with a culture of scarcity. 
We have more but we fear more. We have increased space but we have grown 
afraid there won’t be any room left. Sounds strange, but you know the mes-
sage; it comes in many forms like - 

You’ll never have enough for retirement, you’ll never have 
enough saved for your child’s college education, black, brown, 
gay, straight, young, old, rich, poor and in between, immigrant — 



there’s no place for you, you are not welcome. We must hold on 
to, cling, grasp, grab, fence off, there isn’t enough, there’s no room 
here for you. Jesus heard it from the beginning — there’s no room 
in the inn.

But, there is room. Many rooms in the kingdom of God. In that heavenly 
realm and in the church today.

Jesus has shown us the way.
Poet Wendell Berry helps me here with this little verse -

If there are a ‘chosen few’ then I am not one of them, if an ‘elect,’ 
well then I have not been elected. I am the one who is knocking at 
the door. I am one whose foot is on the bottom rung. But I know 
that Heaven’s bottom rung is heaven though the ladder is standing 
on the earth where I work by day and at night sleep with my head 
upon a stone.

Calling to mind the dream of Jacob and his ladder from earth to heaven, 
Berry reminds us that heaven and earth can meet and that we who are on this 
side of it, work and dream and work some more until the kingdom comes on 
earth as it is in heaven.

Such a dream come true would be a heaven on earth where no one is 
without a dwelling place, and where no hearts are troubled. This would be one 
of the church’s vocations to provide space for people to work out salvation and 
let the love of God triumph over fear.

I can ask anything Jesus? 
I say come, way, truth, and life – come again, Jesus, bring heaven with you.
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Phyllis Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.
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