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Texts: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; and John 10:1-10

Acts 2:42-48
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43Awe came upon everyone, because many 
wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were 
together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and 
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they 
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being 
saved.

Psalm 23
1The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff — they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 

my head with oil; my cup overflows.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

1 Peter 2:19-25
19For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suf-

fering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit 
is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s 
approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 22“He committed no 
sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
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23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray 
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 
souls.

John 10:1-10
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 

but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep fol-
low him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will 
run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 

6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand 
what he was saying to them. 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, 
I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; 
but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 
be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

Before NBC had “The Voice” there was Jesus. 
The voice of the Lord our shepherd calls us by name to follow him to 

green pastures, toward abundant life. 
What does this abundant life look like?
Well, I know what it doesn’t look like —scarcity, fear, license, selfishness, 

greed, all the opposites of the community’s behavior in Acts 2. Abundant life is 
best known in the herd with Jesus as the shepherd. It is best known in Chris-
tian community.
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The early Christian community model depicted in Acts 2 shows this 
abundant life. 

Devotion to the teaching of Jesus, meal time, prayers, sharing and dis-
tributing goods as people had need, having the goodwill of people.

These are signs of the abundant life rooted in Christ the good Shepherd.
I am convinced of signs and wonders and miracles of many kinds. And 

I am convinced God still performs them every day in our communities. There 
are signs, wonders and miracles not told here to be sure but the ones de-
scribed are miracles indeed!  This vision of utopian Christian community is a 
miracle and a sign of the life that can be.

“The Lord walks among the pots and pans,” said the Spanish Christian 
mystic Teresa of Avila.

What is beautiful about the vision of Christian community in Acts is that 
it has both ordinary and extraordinary quality to it. What happens in their 
lives are both “pots and pans” kinds of things like meal and prayers. And they 
are revolutionary signs and miracles like sharing possessions and having the 
goodwill of all.

If we wonder where today’s big miracles we might look no further than 
this vision of community where ordinary life is lived abundantly in relation-
ship with others in Christ.

The Celtic tradition is famous for its simple prayers by ordinary people 
about everyday life. The Celts would concur with the wisdom of Teresa. They 
specialized in prayers for the mundane matters of life. God was present every-
where and in all ways. 

The Celts had prayers for getting dressed and going to sleep, for waking 
up and for lighting the fire. They prayed for birth and death, healing and 
protection, hunting and herding, farming and fishing. They prayed invocations 
to bless the loom and the land. Here, for example, is a “Milking Prayer.”

Bless, O God, my little cow, 
And the milking of my hands, O God.
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These simple prayers are sacred acts. They’re tender and profound.
They aren’t the formal prayers of the institutional church. They aren’t 

Pentecostal expressions of a miraculous vision. They are dignified and homely, 
the ordinary and yet holy stuff of life in the Spirit. In short, they’re holy be-
cause they’re holistic. They incorporate all of life together.

Gregory Popcak writes that while we meet God in the Daily Mass at 
church, we also meet him in the Domestic Mess. God’s grace “allows us to be 
transformed by doing little acts of life with great love; wiping noses, drying 
tears, drawing pictures, playing games, calming fears.”

This is why mothers and fathers and mentors at their best are about 
holy work. They are on the front lines of meeting God.

I’ve heard of a practice at a church in Austin that might get us into the 
act of seeing God in our daily lives. At the Vox Veniae church in Austin, parish-
ioners have written their own Celtic-like prayers — for driving in traffic, doing 
the laundry, brushing teeth, and washing dishes. We can imagine prayers for 
Little League and the lawn mower, for the Girl Scouts and piano lessons.

We would be mistaken to assume that the early church was perfect. 
They were as human as we are and as human a community as any of ours. 

What is beautiful to me is how wonderfully integrated their lives are in 
Christian community. Their Christian lives informed who was at their supper 
table, who was next to them in the outer rim of the temple worshipping, it in-
formed their economics and it undergirded their whole lives. They are flocking 
together, to use the Gospel’s image. 

Perhaps one contemporary challenge to this way of living as Christian 
community is how easy one can compartmentalize one’s life.

A person can have many personas. An online persona, a work persona, 
a home persona. Compartmentalized apart from family and communal life.
The temptation to compartmentalize is a challenge for the integration of one’s 
whole life in Christ.
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The other challenge to an integrated life is the idol of independence. 
Especially in our beloved country wherein we value the rugged individualism 
that has powered the nation in some ways. Independence run amok compro-
mises a well-integrated Christian life. 

It leads us to think we can go it alone in the pasture and find our own 
way to the stream. 

The thieves and bandits Jesus spoke of here were perhaps Middle East-
ern prophets who told fortunes and promised prosperity. 

Compartmentalism and unbounded independence are perhaps some of 
the thieves and bandits of today. You could name others that are relevant to 
your own life.

A well-integrated Christian life includes all of life — meal, money, voca-
tion, family, worship — all of it. We won’t have the full abundance Jesus offers 
without the full integration of the life in Christian community.

We read this passage from Acts and it is hard to imagine how we or how 
the church can get there from here. 

Our modern application of this kind of Christian community is where 
our challenge lies. 

What does it mean in any age and particularly our own, to “flock togeth-
er?” Listen to the Voice, Jesus says.

I just last week received this email from Wilson and Nora Boots. Both of 
them are missionaries in Bolivia, South America. Many of you will know that 
our church has a long-standing partnership with Methodist churches in Bo-
livia. Nora and Wilson spend half their year there and half with us. Hear these 
words:

We were blessed with a safe trip on our return to Bolivia, 
and embraced with much love and grace by our sister churches 
Emmanuel/Luz de Vida.

We are so encouraged by the manifestations of the Spirit we 
see almost everywhere.  Worship in our first Sunday at Emmanuel 
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was led by the youth, giving witness through drama to the Gospel 
lesson, and a compelling sermon by Pastor Daniel. Then later a 
good meeting with the sewing ministry women at Luz de Vida.

Here are the words of a hymn we sang celebrating the min-
istry of children (new to us from Argentine Methodists). I’m shar-
ing it with their permission.

Sounds like Celtic prayers, 
prayers about life in daily community. Prayers about real life and real joys and 
real struggles. Prayers about the signs and wonders of God’s work in commu-
nity. Its simplicity shouldn’t mask its challenge.

I had the privilege this week of offering the prayer at the Houston gath-
ering of the Children’s Defense Fund. I sat at a table with some St. Paul’s mem-
bers, who co-chaired the event, and Marian Wright Edelman, who leads that 
organization at the national level and has for decades. She is a giant of faith 
and determination in our time. 

The Children’s Defense Fund’s advocacy for children, their laser focus on 
the welfare for children in need is awe inspiring and miraculous even. 

For the toy cars and trains,
and the futbol
for the dolls
futbol fields
and the sun 
For Mom and Dad, 
my home, and bed
and crackers
my brothers and sisters,
and my friends,
and for you also.

Thank you, thank you
for all these beautiful things
God is happy, and I too.
But there are many children
who have so little
and none of these things.
It makes God very sad
if we do not share today
what we have.



Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Phyllis Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.

When Ms. Edelman spoke, she reminded me and all of us that there are 
many children who need the faithful to lay down their lives for these little 
sheep. To open the gate to abundant life that is offered to all.

At the risk of mixing stories and metaphors here, I would like to share 
with you a four-fold message Edelman gave to us, based on lessons from No-
ah’s Ark. This address focused on working for the welfare of all children, God’s 
most precious and vulnerable sheep we might say. Based on Noah’s Ark, she 
said: 

Don’t miss the boat. Abundant life is for all, we would say.
We’re all in the same boat. We would fill in — the sign of abundant 

Christian community is when everyone is in and no one is left out.
Plan ahead. The ark was built when the sun was shining. Preparation is 

important for abundant life and Christian community
Finally, the Titanic was built by experts, the ark was built by ama-

teurs. You are it, she said. Don’t wait for the experts, the professionals to do 
the work of life. Mothers and fathers, grandmothers and grandfathers, aunts 
and uncles, friends and neighbors — Mr. Rogers and Dr. Spock and Dear Abby 
are not coming back — you are shepherds for these little ones, and Christ is 
with you. 

All shared, all ate, all prayed, all gave in the early Christian community. 
We are all amateurs at this life thing. God will come by and do the saving.

At our best we are that abundant Christian community, and with the 
power of God we can be that church in this day and time.

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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