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Texts: Acts 10:44-48 •Psalm 98 • 1 John 5:1-6 • John 15:9-17

Acts 10:44-48
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 

word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they 
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 

Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 

So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days.

Psalm 98
O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. His right 

hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory.
The Lord has made known his victory; he has revealed his vindication in the 

sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Is-

rael. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song 

and sing praises. 
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melo-

dy.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the 

King, the Lord.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it.
Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy
at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will 

judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.



1 John 5:1-6
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love 
of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the vic-
tory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the wa-
ter only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, 
for the Spirit is the truth.

John 15:9-17
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from 
my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him 
in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
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If I had you all make a list of all the jobs you have ever had, and I had you di-
vide them into the categories of jobs you loved and the jobs you weren’t too excited 
about, for most of us the list of jobs that we really truly enjoyed would probably be 
the shorter of the two.

For me, working here at St. Paul’s for the last 9 years would definitely be on 
the “jobs I loved most” list. It has truly been a wonderful experience.

But before I came to St. Paul’s, I have to say that one of my favorite jobs was 
the one I had in college working at Messina Hof Winery just outside of College Sta-
tion in Bryan. 

I got to do all kinds of things at the winery, but one of my favorite things to 
do was to give the winery tours. We would start by teaching our guests all about the 
history of Texas Wines. I would take them to the vineyard and teach them about 
grape growing. We would go through the steps of wine production, starting with 
the crush pads through the fermentation tanks and the barrel room. And of course 
we would end with a wine tasting.

When I look back on my time both at Messina Hof and here at St. Paul’s, I 
think that one of the best things about both these jobs was how much there was for 
me to learn. I was always gleaning some new bit of knowledge.

And it is interesting how my knowledge about winemaking and grape grow-
ing can work its way into how I hear and think about certain stories of scripture.  

Both wine and vineyards play a re-occurring role in the Bible….Like in today 
and last week’s Gospel lesson…Jesus is comparing himself to being the “true vine,” 
and he goes through the metaphor of pruning and bearing fruit.

But there is another story about grape growing that I wonder if Jesus might 
have used as well if he had had it in his handy bag of parables. 

It is the story of how Texas saved the entire French wine industry from com-
pletely rotting away into the dirt! It was 1880, and the vineyards of France were on 
the verge of being destroyed by phylloxera root louse. This grapevine plague had al-
ready spread throughout the region Charante of France, putting the entire economy 
of the region at risk.   
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The French grape-growers turned to Texas for they had heard that there was 
a particular wild grape called the Mustang grape that had a natural resistance to 
root louse. Scientists decided that the only thing to do to save the French vineyards 
was to ship thousands of Mustang grape roots to the French vineyards and graft 
them onto the French vines. 

Here’s how it works: the grape farmers would splinter part of the Mustang 
root stalk and the end of the French vine and mesh the two together, binding them 
like a broken limb, and after a few weeks the tissues of the two parts would have 
grown together — eventually forming a single plant. 

After a few years it heals itself so well that it can be difficult to detect the site 
where the grafting took place. And the vines bear the fruit of new resilience, a resil-
ience to what eats away at the very core of its being.

In our Gospel lesson today we are still in the vineyard of last Sunday’s lesson. 
Jesus continues with his parable of being the true vine. But in this week’s reading, 
he gets a little more specific. He gives us more detail of how we are to live and “bear 
much fruit and become his disciples” 

This part of John’s Gospel takes place at the last supper. Jesus is offering his 
final thoughts; it is known as his final discourse with his disciples…

And in these final moments with his closest friends, it is hard to miss the 
emphasis Jesus puts on “love” in his final thoughts: He praises love NINE times. He 
is clear that it is a gift from God, an excellence of character, and a way of life. Jesus 
certainly says nothing that makes light of it.

But still, the word is highly ambiguous. “Love” demands an explanation.  
Jesus cannot just say, “Love one another” and leave it at that. We need specifics. He 
needs to describe what kind of love he means.

Jesus tells us on this final night that he is giving us a commandment — a new 
commandment. “Love one another,” he says, “as I have loved you.”

This is Jesus’ commandment, and it is different from the commandment that 
we are used to hearing Him say. For time and time again he is tested: “What is the 
Greatest Commandment?” stated in the law and the prophets?
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And of course, Jesus would answer: “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and all your mind…and your neighbor as yourself.”

He passed every time, but now Jesus is saying something different. On this 
final night with his disciples, his final commandment is not the Great Command-
ment, but a New Commandment: “that you love one another as I have loved you”

Jesus changes the Great Commandment into something much more specific. 
He knew us too well, for he saw our habits, and he knew first hand that we don’t 
love ourselves ….or our neighbors very well.  

He saw the way we treated one another, and he knew that we often wait to feel 
something before we responded to it. And Jesus knew that feelings could be decep-
tive and were often temporary

He knew that feelings can be neither controlled nor created.
The kind of love that Jesus is commanding us to is the kind of love that we 

seldom give ourselves or others.
Jesus knew that love was a choice we had to make to be “…patient and kind…

to turn away from envy or boasting…to not be arrogant or rude.  The love that Jesus 
offered…did not insist on its own way…it was not irritable or resentful…it did not re-
joice in wrongdoing…but rejoiced in the truth.  It bore all things…believed all things…
hoped all things… endured all things…it was the kind of love that never ends.”

This familiar passage from First Corinthians we hear at weddings all the time, 
and perhaps this has limited it, contained it somehow to be something that is ex-
pected only within the bonds of marriage. 

But when Paul wrote this letter to the church at Corinth, there was no wed-
ding ceremony or lovers quarrel going on. This description of what love is was writ-
ten so that a community could do a better job of being Christian, be better friends 
and neighbors, and make deliberate decisions to do loving things for one another.

Can you imagine what the world would be like if we treated ourselves and ev-
eryone we met with this kind of love? If we actually did what Jesus commanded us 
to do — to love others as he loved us?

Becoming Jesus • May 10, 2015 • Sixth Sunday of Easter • Rev. Kim Mabry • Page 5



A great story came out this week on the website for the United Methodist 
Church about the history of the day we now call Mother’s Day. Founded by a Method-
ist mother and daughter in the late 1860’s, their intentions for this day were apparent-
ly quite different from the celebration we now share with greeting cards and flowers. 

Rather, the Methodist women who conceived the idea of Mother’s Day 
wanted to honor mothers in a deeper way. They were specifically thinking about the 
work of women and the significant testimony that women could offer towards the 
need for peace.

They founded community clubs for women that served suffering mothers 
and children. They began teaching women how to hydrate sick babies, how to con-
duct proper sanitation, and practice good nutrition.  

During and after the Civil War, they worked earnestly to establish field hospi-
tals for Union and Confederate soldiers alike and would later establish “friendship 
clubs” to work for reconciliation.   

These women were convinced that wives and mothers had to work for peace 
because they more than anyone could see the ravages of war in their husbands and 
in their sons, and they knew that their voices could be a powerful testimony. This 
was the genesis of thought, the original intention of what we now call Mother’s Day.

Essentially, it was not to be a day to celebrate mothers, but rather, a day in 
which all women were asked to be a mother…act as a mother…love as a mother.  
To go out into the community and engage with the pain and suffering they saw and 
be a witness to a means of healing for God’s people.  

How similar the two are in our understandings: the love of Jesus and the love 
of a mother — the love Jesus gave to His disciples and the love these women gave to 
their communities. The legacy of the loving action of Jesus was that we all live as his 
commandment instructed; the legacy of loving action that these women hoped for 
was that we live every day as Mother’s Day. 

Jesus gave us a new commandment. We are not to be left to our own discre-
tion, our own worldly and emotion-driven version of loving God or Neighbor or 
ourselves, BUT, rather, to love as Jesus loved.
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Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Phyllis Brockermeyer at 713-528-0527 or pbrock@stpaulshouston.org.
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Comedian Stephen Colbert once offered a pretty sharp comment pointing to 
this tension between what we know about Jesus and how we choose to live and act 
as Christians.  He said: “If this is going to be a Christian nation that doesn’t help the 
poor, either we have to pretend that Jesus was just as selfish as we are OR we’ve got 
to acknowledge that He commanded us to love the poor and serve the needy with-
out condition, and then admit that we just don’t want to do it.”

Yes, that one stings a bit. I know. But, can you imagine what our country, or 
even just Houston, would be like if we actually took this new and last command-
ment of Jesus seriously — and acknowledged that He commanded us to love the 
poor and serve the needy without condition.

Do you think that we have the capacity to love like this on our own?
OR, are we by nature susceptible to a sickness that eats away at the root of 

our potential, that keeps us from being a healthy vine, from bearing the healthiest 
of fruit?

Perhaps the lesson of the Mustang Grape is that resistance only comes when 
we allow ourselves to be grafted onto Christ, allowing Him to become part of the 
very core of our being. It is then and only then that the vines of new resistance will 
bear the fruit of perfect love, becoming Jesus in the world, loving one another as he 
loved us.

In the name of the Father…and the Son and the Holy Spirit…AMEN


