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Texts: Acts 9:36-43 • Psalm 23 • Revelation 7:9-17 • John 10:22-30

Acts 9:36-43
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek 

is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she be-
came ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 

Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, 
sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 

So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to 
the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics 
and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of 
them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. 

He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” 
Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his 

hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to 
be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 
Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 

my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 

dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.
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Revelation 7:9-17
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 

They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is 
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in 
white, and where have they come from?” 

I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” 
Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great or-

deal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day 
and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter 
them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, 
nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their 
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.”

John 10:22-30
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 

winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the 
Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in sus-
pense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I 
do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not 
belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 
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I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out 
of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can 
snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”

We are going to confirm 26 youth at the 11:05 service this morning. They 
have spent this school year in intentional learning about the Christian faith and 
today are making a commitment to Jesus Christ and to this church as full members. 

One of the most important spiritual tasks for them and us will always be this: 
“How to hear God’s voice?”

It is a noisy world. It is a world where extroversion is one of the highest val-
ues, where “talking heads” are made for TV public consultants; where any voice can 
be heard at the press of a button. And we have all bought into it. 

We think we are happiest when we are busiest and noisiest. I think it makes 
us feel like we have something important to say and to contribute.

I am increasingly convinced that God is in many respects a subversive God 
— subverting the normal ways of being in the world with a radically different way. 
So I am coming to the idea that God might be refusing to participate in the noise. 

Dag Hammarskjold once said about growing older that as he does it he was 
getting “firmer, simpler, quieter, warmer.”

I wonder if God might be doing this, too. While I know that God can speak 
in any way God chooses and sometimes in the rush of a mighty wind as at Pen-
tecost, I do wonder if in the face of the noise of this era God’s voice isn’t growing 
quieter. 

It is how the experts say children learn best — a quiet and firm voice, simple 
and warm.

“My sheep listen to my voice,” Jesus said.
Listening to God’s voice in a noisy world takes some work but, Jesus promis-

es, my sheep know my voice, they belong to me. And presumably even those sheep 
who don’t know his voice could still learn to listen.
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Danish theologian SØren Kierkegaard was heard to say, “some things are true 
when whispered but not when shouted.” 

I think he was getting at a number of truths there, and one of them might be 
to beware of the louder voices. They often are not the voice of truth, of God. The 
whispers. The ones who talk quietly and speak profoundly. 

The saintly people who speak for God in my experience are those who are 
quieter. 

Dr. Bill Bryan calls them “durable saints.” As Paul Escamilla puts it, “At their 
passing, these durable saints have signed the air not so much with fanfare as grace. 
The ledgers of their lives are long in matters of generosity, self-giving, and trust; 
more measured in the realm of acquisition and possessions, and slimmest of all in 
regard to recognition and self-promotion. Over a life time they seem to have need-
ed little and offered much.”

In the noise of the world, seek out these people and listen to them; theirs re-
sembles the voice of the Good Shepherd.

One of the churches I served was in Trinidad, Texas. At the time of construc-
tion they had money budgeted for one window. One stained-glass window. They 
chose an image of the shepherd Jesus. Lambs on his shoulders, a very nurturing 
image. You could see it from the street outside, and it was the first thing you saw 
upon entering that worship space. Of all the images they could have chosen of Jesus, 
it was that one. Pretty good choice!

Once again, we are posed a question, this time by the disciples: tell us plainly, 
are you the Messiah or not?

I am struck by the disciple’s question because it expresses a sentiment we all 
feel: just tell us, Jesus!

We don’t know if Jesus was being particularly unclear that day, enigmatic 
Jesus, as he can be in some places. We don’t know if he had been talking primar-
ily in parables and metaphors that day or what, but the disciples reached a certain 
point. “Tell us plainly,” they say…

The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me
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I think there is a sense in which words and explanations are not enough. We 
know things are true even when we aren’t told through words.

We can often sense when something is of God. 
The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me…walking, listening, 

works, voice, belonging, metaphors, parables, stories, testimonies, smell, taste in 
Communion, hearing, …..and so on.

We have come to privilege words and speech over other senses. But why 
would Jesus only be known through words? Jesus is known through the works done 
in God’s name.

“You will know them by their fruit,” the Gospel John says in another place.
Bill Bryan pairs with his phrase “durable saints” the companion terms “daring 

saints.”
Daring saints work to set aside prevailing assumptions about how life is sup-

posed to be lived and set out on a life with God and others in listening for God’s 
voice. 

Durable saints and Daring Saints
Daring Saints are those Child Advocates in our foster care system who testifiy 

to the hope of the Risen Christ, they are those business owners who take less so that 
their employees can have a living wage, and they are those families working togeth-
er for healing mental illness, and much much more.

The works that are done testify to the Risen Christ’s presence in the world. 
Embedded in what Jesus asks of his disciples and us in the Gospel of John is 

both listening and acting. Discerning God’s voice and works in God’s name.
Richard Rohr directs the Center for Action and Contemplation and often 

says that the most important word in the title is AND.
It starts with listening.
Confirmands, parents, everyone: if through prayer and worship we can cul-

tivate a quieter, warmer, firmer, simpler way of living, maybe we will listen well 
enough to know what works, what God is asking of us.
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So, we start with this: Just to make sure you know you belong and that life 
abundant and eternal is offered you, God’s voice sounds like this. St. Augustine 
named it 16 centuries ago. 

“God loves each of us as if we were the only person on earth, yet God loves all 
as God loves each. There’s no one on earth today that God loves any more than God 
loves you, nor is there anyone God loves any less than God loves you.”

Confirmands, parents, all: If you can start by hearing that from the voice of God, so 
much else will be taken care of, too.

Thanks be to God.



Most Sunday sermons also are available via the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org, as well as pre-printed 
and on CD. Access the sermons on the website via either the Worship section or the Media Center. The pre-printed 
sermons are in the information rack at the Jones Plaza entrance to the Sanctuary Building. To order a $5 CD of the 
complete worship service, contact Rose Hernandez at 713-528-0527 or rhernandez@stpaulshouston.org.
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